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INTRODUCTION

This Disaster Recovery Assistance Guidebook is primarily intended to serve as a reference
document for local government and state agencies on disaster recovery.  It includes information on
disaster recovery assistance that can be provided through the "Stafford Act" (PL 93-288, as
amended), and through many other sources.

Readers of this document are provided with the sequence of tasks that may be required to recover
from a disaster.  This sequence starts with a local declaration of emergency and implementation
of local and voluntary agency response and recovery programs, and may eventually include the
provision of federal disaster assistance.

The Guidebook describes the roles of government and volunteer agency officials who implement
disaster recovery operations.

Recovery assistance described in this Guidebook  can broadly be classified as assistance to
families and individuals; assistance to businesses and private nonprofit organizations; assistance
to public agencies, including FEMA Public Assistance; and information on programs which offer
assistance to the agricultural sector of the economy.  The Guidebook describes assistance that can
be made available with or without a Presidential declaration.  The Appendices of this Guidebook
provide reference information, damage assessment and disaster recovery forms, checklists, and
examples.

Although the Disaster Recovery Assistance Guidebook covers many disaster recovery topics in
a broad way, for these programs to be truly effective, government officials should develop plans,
procedures, and checklists for their own agencies which guide recovery efforts and implementation
of the programs that the Guidebook describes.

For more detailed information on any topic within the Guidebook, contact Joseph Murray via...

jmurray@oem.state.or.us

Joseph may be able to answer your questions directly, or will make a referral to another source.

Disasters are often tragic events, damaging property, causing injuries and sometimes loss-of-life,
and with long-term economic impacts to the public and private sectors.  Recovery from these
events can, however, create an opportunity to rebuild communities in a more disaster resistant way.
There is a short period of time during which both public support and political will exist to allow tough
decisions to be made for the long-term benefit of communities. These decisions may include
changes in land use following the disaster, implementation of more disaster resistant building codes
and other standards, etc.

This document replaces Guidebook editions issued in November 1996 and May 1998, both of
which should be considered outdated and superseded.  Please recycle them!


