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May 13, 2011 
 
Governor John Kitzhaber, M.D. 
160 State Capitol 
900 Court Street 
Salem, Oregon 97301-4047 
 
Dear Governor Kitzhaber and members of the Legislative Assembly: 

This letter follows my letter to you dated February 15, 2011 regarding the state of 
seismic safety in Oregon, and OSSPAC’s support for additional funds for the Seismic 
Rehabilitation Grant Program (SRGP).  We all know that the current biennium budget 
has a lot of challenges and that important services are being asked to accept serious cuts.  
Nevertheless, I am writing you today to consider using Lottery-backed bonds in lieu of 
General Obligation bonds to keep the SRGP running.  Specifically, I am writing to 
request authorization of at least $45 million in new Lottery-backed bonding, plus 
associated debt service costs, to fund the seismic retrofit objectives of Articles XI-M and 
XI-N of the Oregon Constitution. This funding will allow the State to maintain the 
stability of the SRGP and to invest in seismic improvements for an estimated 64 public 
schools and emergency response facilities in 2011-2013.  Failing to keep the SRGP 
funded will result in the loss of the investments in the program’s infrastructure and 
returning to “square-one” sometime in the future. 

Oregon’s SRGP, launched in 2009, will by the end of 2011 have created hundreds 
of jobs, protected thousands of schoolchildren, and increased the reliability of acute care 
and emergency response in urban and rural communities around Oregon. From its 
modest inception, the program is fulfilling the intent set forth by Oregon legislators in 
2001 and endorsed by Oregon voters in 2002. The program can already be considered 
an Oregon success. 

As of this date, no funding for the SRGP bonds has been proposed for 
authorization in the 2011-2013 biennium. This lapse in funding would leave over 
300,000 Oregon schoolchildren at risk in schools considered to be at “High” or “Very 
High” risk of collapse in a strong earthquake. With the example of Japan’s recent 
earthquake and tsunami firmly in mind, school districts and emergency response 
facilities around Oregon are making application for retrofit funds now, and the program 
must be expanded as intended. 

The State Treasurer’s legislative staff has advised that Lottery-backed bonds 
would be an appropriate instrument to fund the seismic grant program if the Legislature 
endorses seismic retrofit as an economic development purpose.  Members of the Oregon 
House of Representatives made this endorsement when they adopted House Resolution 
3 by 58-0 vote on April 18, 2011.  Furthermore the endorsement can be justified on three 
grounds: job creation, legislative intent, and financial risks. 

Seismic Safety Policy Advisory Commission 
Oregon Emergency Management 

Mailing Address:  PO Box 14370 
Salem, OR97309-5062 

Phone:  (503) 378-2911 
Fax:  (503) 373-7833 

 

Oregon
John A. Kitzhaber, MD, Governor
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