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On the Skyline… with 1/3
Once a Marine, Always a Marine
By Sgt. Joe Lindsay

 

"The story of Captain Brennan is a story that needs to be told."
            - Master Gunnery Sgt. Carlos Craig, 1/3 operations chief

 

NANGALAM, Afghanistan -   Recently, the U.S. Army Reserve had an ad campaign geared to former Marines and Marines who were nearing their end of active service date.  The recruiting add read simply, "Sometimes the best soldier for the job… is a Marine."

            In smaller print, there was of course the standard talk of continued benefits - money for college, retirement - and so forth. 

            For one former Marine, the call to service in the U.S. Army Reserve had nothing to do with benefits or the influence of an arguably rather clever recruiting campaign.  It had, instead, everything to do with what he felt was right.

            "I clearly remember the president shortly after 911 asking each American to give two years back to their country," said U.S. Army Capt. Jerry Brennan, an aeromedical evacuation officer with the 1042nd  Medical Company, Air Ambulance, Oregon National Guard, currently serving as the Task Force Sabre Aviation Detachment officer-in-charge of Jalalabad Airfield in addition to his duties as a UH-60 medevac pilot and air mission commander. "This is my way of giving something back."

            Brennan, who served in the Marine Corps as a CH-53AD/E Pilot with HMH-361 from 1984 – 1992, originally joined the Marines, in part, to pay homage to his father, a highly decorated Vietnam veteran.

            "My Dad, Tony Brennan, was my biggest influence in joining the Marine Corps originally," said Brennan, a graduate of the University of Oregon who now calls Lake Oswego, Ore., his home. "He received a Silver Star, two Bronze Stars and sustained multiple combat injuries in Vietnam."

Brennan had been out of the Marines for nine years when the fateful day came that would bring him back into the service of his country.

            "When we were attacked on 911, I decided to serve my country again," said Brennan. "I was originally born in New York and had recently relocated my wife Sara and our children - Emma, 6, and Charlie, 2 - back to Oregon just prior to the attack. A friend of mine was killed working in the World Trade Center on September 11th. Also, my brother was Rudy Giuliani's speech writer and was there with the mayor when the towers came down. I joined the Oregon National Guard shortly after September 11th  2001."

            Nearly four years to the day of the attacks of September 11, Brennan and his fellow soldiers from the 1042nd, based out of Salem, Ore., found themselves headed to Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.

            The deployment for Brennan came at a difficult time.

            "My Dad passed away shortly before we deployed," said Brennan. "He was my hero."

            Now however, it seems as if Brennan has taken the role that his father held in the eyes of his son and the men he led in Vietnam - the role of hero.

            "I have never met Captain Brennan, or anybody from the 1042nd, but I know who he is, and I know who they are" said Sgt. Michael Chambers, a Bronze Star with Combat V and Purple Heart recipient who currently serves with 1st Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment as a platoon sergeant for Charlie Company, 3rd Platoon. "Captain Brennan has reached a sort of folk hero status out here at Camp Blessing among the Marines, because we've seen him come into hot LZ's (landing zones) under enemy fire and risk his life to save ours."

            "We all heard that there's a former Marine pilot out here with the 1042nd, and that makes us feel like we've got a guardian angel in Captain Brennan," continued Chambers, a native of Lexington, S.C.  "When you've got a brother on the ground bleeding and the 1042nd comes to pick him up and give him a chance to survive when otherwise there would be no chance at all, that's just like a guardian angel to us."

            Sgt. Brent Wright, a 1/3 platoon guide with Charlie Company, 3rd Platoon, spoke of Brennan in a similar vein.

            "We're in the hot spot in Afghanistan at Camp Blessing," said Wright, a Navy Commendation with Combat V and Purple Heart recipient from Littleton, Colo.  "It helps our fighting spirit when we see helicopter pilots like Captain Brennan come in here to the danger zone."

"Obviously this area is dangerous because of rocket attacks, mortar attacks and small arms fire, but even without that, even if this AO (area of operations) was completely peaceful and serene, it is still dangerous to land here because of the mountains, weather, and terrain," continued Wright. "Captain Brennan puts it on the line to help us in tight spots. As far as we're concerned he's a Marine serving in the Army.  Nothing wrong with that. Once a Marine, always a Marine."

            Those who serve with Brennan in the 1042nd spoke of him in the highest of terms.

            "He is a fine officer," said Army Staff Sgt. Larrie Ericson, a 36-year veteran of the Oregon National Guard attached to the 1042nd. "And I've been around long enough to know. He's the best of the best."

            According to Brennan, the true best of the best is his family back in Oregon.

            "Being away from my family is definitely the most difficult part of being deployed," said Brennan. 

Brennan also made it a point to thank his company back in the states for their understanding during his deployment to Afghanistan. 

"I am going back to work for Welch Allyn, Incorporated, a diagnostic medical company that makes the patient monitors in our Blackhawk helicopters," said Brennan.  "They have treated me and my family very well and have gone well beyond 'their call of duty' by supporting me on my deployment."

            In closing, Brennan said it has been a true pleasure supporting the Marines once again.

            "I believe I was selected for the position to work with the Marines here in Afghanistan because of my prior Marine Corps service," said Brennan. "I hold a special place in my heart for fellow Marines – I think all Marines do."  

