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218th Brigade Combat Team Assumes Phoenix Mission

Story By: Maj. John House, TF Phoenix PAO

     Brig. Gen. Douglas Pritt, commander of the 41st Brigade Combat Team, Oregon National Guard joined Brig. Gen. Robert Livingston, commander of the 218th Brigade Combat Team, South Carolina National Guard, May 28 to transfer authority for the Combined Joint Task Force (CJTF) Phoenix Mission in Afghanistan. The 41st and its subordinate units are returning home after a year in theater. They are being replaced by Newberry, South Carolina based 218th and Embedded Training Teams (ETTs) from across the United States. Livingston will also command Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine ETTs already in place and Operational Mentoring and Liaison Teams from 15 allied nations. 

     The 218th takes over CJTF Phoenix VI, whose mission is to train and mentor the Afghan National Army (ANA) and Afghan National Police (ANP). The mission is focused on forging respected, multi-ethnic, sustainable Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) capable of effectively conducting police and counterinsurgency missions. Parallel to the training and mentoring mission, the task force will continue its civil-military operations in close coordination with the ANSF. These operations help to restore 
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Afghanistan’s infrastructure, provide humanitarian assistance, and foster economic development—all essential ingredients for a stable, democratic Afghanistan.

     The 218th comes to the task well trained and equipped. Training at home stations began as soon as the alert order was received. At the mobilization station, Camp Shelby, Mississippi, the brigade underwent rigorous theater-specific training under the tutelage of the First Army. Meanwhile the ETTs trained for their mentoring tasks at Ft. Riley, Kansas. Over the past month, some 1600 Soldiers have deployed from South Carolina augmented by volunteers and Soldiers from the Inactive Ready Reserve. Some members of the 1st Battalion, 263rd Armor, Mullins, South Carolina have been here since January to establish a security force (SECFOR) presence. 

     Once on the ground, the 218th began its “left seat-right seat ride” with the 41st, whereby Phoenix VI Soldiers learned to master their jobs along side their outgoing counterparts. 

     The brigade has “hit the ground running.” Indeed, SECFOR, for example has conducted countless missions “outside the wire.” Lt. Col. Robert Bradshaw, commander of the 1st Battalion, 118th Infantry, has declared his SECFOR Soldiers “as ready as they can be,” owing to their training and professionalism.

Task Force Soldiers are deployed across the country to dozens of locations throughout Afghanistan. The Training Assistance Group (TAG), commanded by Col. Bruce Bennett, is in place mainly at Kabul Military Training Center. The TAG monitors Basic Combat Training for thousands of ANA recruits in five corps.

The Logistics Task Force (LTF), commanded by Lt. Col. Jasper Varn, has already moved tons of equipment and materiel to outlying Task Force and ANA locations. The 
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LTF also mentors the ANA in developing their supply and logistics systems.

Maj. Victor Adams, Headquarters, Headquarters Company (HHC) commander, keeps the brigade headquarters staff fed, billeted, supplied and maybe most important for morale: gets the Soldiers their mail.

The SECFOR, TAG, LTF, and HHC have had their individual TOAs and have dug in their heels for the year ahead.

The 41st has set the bar high. (See their accomplishments, pages 4 and 5) In his outgoing remarks, Pritt praised his Soldiers contributions, saying, “Some people write history; some people read history; and some people make history. The members of Task Force Phoenix V made history.” 

The 218th is eager to meet the challenges of this unique and difficult mission. “To the Warriors of Combined Joint Task Force Phoenix VI, we have a big task ahead of us.” Said Livingston. “Our mission is honorable. We are here to help our (Afghan) friends and brothers.” The long road to Afghanistan is complete—the mobilization, the training, the deployment—culminating in the transfer of authority. Livingston invoked the Army Values and the Warrior Ethos in motivating his Soldiers: “Now it is time to get to work.”
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Picture Captions

Picture 057 and 58
Brig. Gen. Douglas Pritt and Command Sgt. Maj. Brunk Conley case the colors at the Transfer of Authority (TOA) ceremony May 30 on Patriot Square on Camp Phoenix, Afghanistan. The 41st Brigade Combat Team, South Carolina Army National Guard has relinquishes the Task Force Phoenix mission and prepares to return home.
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