Sgt. Matthew Zedwick, of B Company 2nd Battalion 162nd Infantry, is the first Oregon Army National Guard Soldier to be awarded The Silver Star since WWII.

Zedwick, who had been attached to the 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment, was awarded the Silver Star in a ceremony on Feb. 8 2005 by Maj. Gen. Pete Chiarelli, Division Commander.

After pinning the award to Sgt. Zedwick, Maj. Gen. Chiarelli told him, “Young Sir, my father won the Silver Star in WWII, and he was my hero. I am so honored to be in your presence. I salute you.” While it is traditional for the Soldier to salute the officer presenting the award, Maj. Gen. Chiarelli raised his hand instead to salute to Sgt. Zedwick.

Zedwick was a driver in a four-vehicle combat patrol north of Camp Taji when a vehicle-borne improvised explosive device hit and destroyed his HMMWV, killing his gunner, Spc. Eric McKinley, and severely wounding the vehicle commander, Sgt. Sean Davis. 

Despite sustaining extensive wounds himself (13 pieces of fragmentation entered his body), Zedwick pulled Sgt. Davis from the flaming vehicle and immediately went back for Spc. McKinley. The burning HMMWV subsequently became the target of intense small arms fire. Sgt. Zedwick instinctively returned to the injured Davis, despite the increasing barrage of enemy fire, and insured that he was safely behind cover. 

With the safety of Sgt. Davis established, Zedwick again ran back through the enemy’s assault to retrieve Spc. McKinley. Unable to free McKinley’s body from the vehicle, Zedwick retrieved weapons and the radio before rounds stared cooking off in the flaming vehicle. Again facing heavy enemy fire, he then returned with the sensitive items and continued to administer aid to Sgt. Davis and defend against the enemy ambush until they were both medically evacuated. 

The Silver Star is the third highest award a Soldier can be awarded, after The Medal of Honor, Distinguished Service Cross, Defense Distinguished Service Medal, and the Distinguished Service Medal.

The Silver Star was established by Congress on 9 July 1918. For each citation received for gallantry in action not sufficient to warrant the Medal of Honor or Distinguished Service Cross, a “Silver Star”, 3/16-inch in diameter was authorized for wear on the suspension and service ribbons of appropriate service medals (WWI Victory Medal). This award was called the “Citation Star”. On 8 August 1932, this decoration was revised by Congress and redesigned to its present form. 

The Silver Star is awarded to a person who, while serving in any capacity with the U.S. Army, is cited for gallantry in action against an enemy of the United States while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force, or while serving with friendly forces engaged in armed conflict against an opposing armed force which the United States is not a belligerent party. The required gallantry, while of a lesser degree than that required for award of the Distinguished Service Cross, must nevertheless have been performed with marked distinction. Soldiers who received a citation for gallantry in action during WWI may apply to have the citation converted to the Silver Star Medal.

