[image: image1.jpg]


OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF

Sheriff John Bishop 

PO BOX 681 

GOLD BEACH, OR  97444

(541) 247-3242 - (800) 543-8471

Date:
03-17-2010

To:
Media

From:
John Bishop, Sheriff
Re:
Press Release

═══════════════════════════════════════════════  

On 03/17/2010, the Brookings Police department received a 911 transfer from Humbolt County regarding a cell call of a missing person. Brookings Dispatch then obtained the information and forwarded the information to the Curry County Sheriff’s Office. The Sheriff’s Office was advised of a missing 4 year female on Mountain Drive, which is located approximately 2 miles east of Brookings up the Chetco River.

The female’s name is Zoey Dorsey (dob 07/14/2005) Zoey is described as 42 inches tall, 40 pounds, brown eyes, brown shoulder length hair, was last seen wearing a white princes and frog t-shirt, blue pants, and white purple and blue tennis shoes that light up. (A photograph is attached to this press release)

Zoey was reported missing from her residence located at the top of Mountain Drive at about 3:00pm. Curry County Deputies and State Troopers responded to the area immediately, while Sheriff Bishop and Dan Brattain from Cal-Ore Life Flights flew the area in a helicopter owned by Brattain.

Additional members of the Sherifff’s Department then responded with Curry County Search and Rescue. As the initial search was being conducted a mutual aid request was issued and SAR members from Josephine, Jackson, Coos, Del-Norte, and Klamath Counties started responding to the area. Jackson County also sent two helicopters to the area with one of those having a forward-looking infrared radar (FLIR) system. These counties belong to the regional Search and Rescue group known as CORSAR. (California Oregon Regional Search and Rescue)

The media was immediately notified of the missing child, with the Curry Coastal Pilot newspaper issuing an internet alert, while local radio station KURY broadcasted the alert as well. A Reverse 911 service known as “A Child Is Missing” was contacted and they notified residences within a three-mile radius of the missing child’s home. The National Center of Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC) was contacted, who in turn initiated their protocols, which include notifying the FBI, a National Response Team (Team Adam), and placing Zoey’s picture and information on their web sight. Sheriff Bishop had just returned from the center located in Washington D.C. on Sunday after attending training which the center puts on for Law Enforcement Executives regarding missing children and searches. Other information was also sent out to Law Enforcement agencies. 

Curry County Sheriff’s Office deployed their mobile command search and rescue unit along with the communications vehicle to the scene to help in efforts.

Several people have been interviewed by Detectives from the State Police, Curry County and the City of Brookings. The interviews helped establish a time line in this case. 

Due to darkness, brushy and steep terrain the helicopters and some of the ground teams were called back to the command center. Specialized teams from all of the counties search and rescue teams then were sent out after dark to continue the search throughout the night. The United States Coast Guard then flew after dark with their searchlights, helping the ground teams.

A state animal trapper was also contacted due to recent sighting of a large mountain lion in the area.

Dozens of people have called and offered assistance in searching for Zoey but due to the big turn out from the trained Search and Rescue teams from all of the counties the volunteers have not had to be utilized as of this release. The volunteers may be integrated later with search teams to help battle the search and rescue members’ fatigue.

The Oregon Air National Guard who has trained with the Search and Rescue teams was requested for flights with a FLIR and will arrive in the morning of the 18th. Additional Units from Klamath and Jackson Counties were arriving throughout the night to help with the command center, which is organizing the search efforts.

Additional information will be provided as it becomes available.  There are plans for a press conference tomorrow (March 18th).  NCMEC has issued a missing child flyer nationally, which can be accessed on their website. Anyone who may have any information is asked to call the Curry County Sheriff’s Office.    

