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Carefree, exuberant, healthy, our youngsters have some vital declslons te make in the future.
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS drew s record enroliment of 40,359,772
children in 1958. In so doing, they underlined the ringing words
of the Pledge of Alleglance to the Flag: “One Nation under God,
indivisible, with llberty and justice for all.”



and girts last year displayed their projects at science fairs.
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Radioactive Waste in Drum Washes
Ashore Near Battle Rock State Park

Eattle ol Battle Rock, headline event of Port Orford’'s July Fourth eelehra- Ieft. Battle Rock itsell is off to righ! of picture. Lodge poles in foreground
tinn, turned snto “Battle of the Barrel™ Saturday as Coast Guardsmen rlosed were used hy Indians [or tepee in Centennial observance of Ballla of Battls
off the baach while they investigated a barrel of radioactive waste. Crowdas Rock, which was fought an schedule aflter beach and outside of barrel wers
fwarmed nver high points to watch Coast Guardsmen, shown in circle at declared by Navy leam_in _hn..un_;u_n!a_minatud_._




Photo by Bob Frenette of Coos Bay World, taken before
guards restricted access to berch, shows 55-gallon drum
of radioactive waste wallowing in surf at the foot of Battla
Rock. Note international warning signs painted on drum.







Seabee Jack Yager, Coos Bay, stands guard while M'ﬂmm i C-;B‘ W
ot H. ;. Jones Jr., in special gear, head for beach to remove drum. (Falconer Photos
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PORT_ORFORD Special)—

“I hope I'm mot hot. I Qiried
Jny cluthes like they told me

al
tion of R\zald Rose, 16, first
youth to stght ‘the mysterious
“drum as it floated -into the
e . base.of Battle

K
~Fourth of July. >~
“T-slept here, averlooking
the Beach, along with Phil
Parls, 16, and Charles Saxton
Jr., 16, Rose explained. “I
got up about. 6 o'clock and
_ Tooked out toward.the fock. I
saw this white drum Hoating in
the deep water-just off- the

shelf af—the beach. Then 1.

-alled the other guys and we
down to look it over.
that time this big while
Ss-ﬁllnn drum had mi]ed ento
the beach in the. 1 tried
to push ‘ﬁ, but i as too
heavy,"” Rose sa.;d ‘
. Rose then nonf‘!d the cny
"‘p:xtme. -who —called
~Guard._Rose was—sent-{o™
Donald S:~Crane;-who-advi
i his clothes and
take a shower, which he did.
Coast ‘Guardmen. David
Sprague and Joe Sabia, “both
boatswain’s mates, second
class, then waded into the surf
and hooked a line around the

drum, which was hauled out-

“énto the beach by Chief Boats-
wain's. Mate Lindberg Swales.
Swales also wasordered back
“to the Port ©cford life guard

jon_to:. r.‘r:anthis clutl‘ms
and take.a thorough shower.
The Coast -Guardmen an
the boys agreed that.the bar
looked like “the real thing.

liquid," said Swales. “It-ap-|g

pears to be an ordinary 55-gal-,
Jon oil drum, with both bungs
tightened down,

carefully. It looks like.a pro-
fessional job. The paint is new
and shows-no signs of fading.
It appearsdo be-newly painted,
but I don't know “how long it
might have been in the dcean:’
Ensign Jerry Zinser and a
party I{rom the Coast Guard
Cutter Modoc at Coos Bay ar-
rived on-the scene at noon with
8. Navy geiger counter, which
showedabout the same read-
ings as-local geiger courfters;

per_hour: Ens.Zirisér, séld he
thought- this level of radioac-
tivity .\was ndt dangerous_,but
he -decided - to -bar—the public
from the beach until more suit-

¥ ﬂlc—meters ceu]d be - flown- |+

&d Leach, boatswain’s maé
, was one of those
who haidled the drum. Geiger

traces of radigactivity. on
Leach, Lindberg Swa\es. ap-.
prentice seamen, and en_ten
spectators who_ had “Bp:
proached -the drum - before’
Coast Guardsmen—posted &
guard on Battle Rock Park.

The duty officer at“the Han-l
ford -Atomic” Works at- Rich-

sealed with |tq
=-|-whitelead; —and - painted over | &c

m
affiﬁe_r for the Atomic Energy
mmission  in Washin

said severalprivite firms-

jcensed as disposal agents

ck up “low level" radio-
] ~waste-—from - hospitals
and Tommercial firms' using
radigactive isotope processes
and dlspose of it at-sea in bar-
rels.:

(AEC radioactive waste dis-
posal at San Francisco uses
55-gallon drums,. but they are
either” painted yellow . or not
painted- at “all, “said Rndney|
Southwor information offi- |
cer at the AE'C operations of- |
fice there. ‘The druins -are mot |
painted white, -

uthworth _said AEC hag!
private agencies licensed -to|
dispose of low-level radipactive |
waste by dumping at sea, but
that no West-Coast licenseehas.|
given the requiréd notification

tent-to-make-such- dlsposalr
5 (Br— rthur-Eivermore ~pro-|
essar . of themistry at Reed
College;-said that institution’s
atomic - materials~.waste " is

| stored at the college, a

has been dispdséd of)
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Thank you for being here.

Thank you also to those without whom |
would not be here, especially Professor Mary Jo
Nye and William Robbins who encouraged me
to tell this story. Thank you to the archivists at
OSU University Archives Tiah Edmunson-
Morton, Karl McCreary, Larry Landis, and
Elizabeth Nielsen; Cliff Mead and his wonderful
staff at the OSU Ava Helen and Linus Pauling
Special Collections; my graduate mentors Tina
Schweickert, Nick Blanchard, and Mason
Tattersall; Professor Carmel Finley; and the
staff at the History Office, Elissa Curcio, Patty
Curtis, and Mariae Hunter.




