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Star Power: 
Finding, Promoting, and Preserving 

Architectural Gems

The Survey Process

The Survey Process

The Oregon Historic Sites Database

An essential tool

• A comprehensive list of individual properties 
the SHPO has to date – and growing!

• Allows for data sharing

• Streamlines the survey process

• Facilitates easy tracking and management of 
individual properties

• Produces statistical reports to meet client 
needs

• Web-accessible in 2008

The Survey Process:
Reconnaissance Level Survey
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What is a Reconnaissance Level Survey?

Definition:

• Two types of RLS

• Standard: Document every building

• Selective: Note only older buildings

• RLS can include other components as needed

• Bibliography

• Historical narrative

• Other client needs

Results of a Reconnaissance Level Survey

Standard & Selective RLS:
• Boundaries
• # of eligible/not eligible buildings

• # and what kinds of architectural styles

• Specific information on each building

• Survey maps and photographs

• Concise history of the area

• Recommendations

• Potential individual nomination

• Potential historic district

• Potential MPS

• Intensive Level Surveys

The Survey Process:
Intensive Level Survey The Intensive Level Survey

Definition and Purpose of the ILS

• Designed to identify and describe selected properties

• Provide histories of the property and individuals

• Can be a follow up to the RLS or used as the first step         
for documenting a single property

• Provide recommendations for further action

• Gives solid basis for National Register documentation 
and community interpretive programs
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Intensive Level Survey Products

A Complete Look at a Single Property

• Who built the building and when

• Construction methods, materials, etc

• How has the building changed over time

• Who lived in the building and how it was used

A Useful Research Tools for Future Efforts

• Recorded in Oregon Historic Sites Database

• Paper file with research materials

Good Documentation for Community Education Programs

Floor Plans

Manning-Kamna Farm (c. 1883)
Washington Co., OR

Camp Arboretum Sign Shop (1935)
Benton Co., OR

Elevation and 
Construction Drawings

Historic Photographs

Creswell Public Library and 
Civic Improvement Club 
Clubhouse (built 1874)

Creswell, Lane Co., OR

Building in c. 1874

Building today

Sanborn Maps, OSU 
Campus June 1890

1852 General Land Survey 
Map, Section 16, T2S, R1E

1937 Metsker Map
T2S R1E

Clackamas County

Maps, Maps, Maps
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Polk Directories

Newspapers

Other Sources

The National Register of Historic Places

What is the National Register?

• The Nation’s official list of historic resource

• Resources that qualify for listing

• The benefits of listing on the National Register

• Limits of the National Register

Incentives for 
Historic Properties

What To Do With 
Your Survey?
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Assist with local planning
Jacksonville, Oregon Transportation System Plan

City-wide 
Mapping for 
planning 
purposes and to 
attract cultural 
tourism

Utilize survey maps on your website – it’s a great visual 
representation of contributing and non-contributing 
properties that non-professionals can understand.
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Another 
great way to 
use your 
survey!
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Historic District Signage


