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Stewardship Philosophy and 
Approach
The overall goal of stewardship is to provide 
a philosophical basis for the preservation of 
the historic district.  Based on the findings of 
the Cultural Landscape Report for the park the 
primary treatment for the historic district is a 
combination of preservation and rehabilitation.
Rehabilitation compliments preservation of 
the historic district, ensuring that the historic 
character is retained, while adapting the district 
for compatible contemporary needs and uses.

Preservation is the process of applying 
measures necessary to sustain the existing 
form, integrity, and material of a historic site or 
district.   The act of preservation includes initial 
stabilization work, where necessary, as well as 
ongoing preservation maintenance and repair 
of historic materials and features.

Rehabilitation acknowledges the need to meet 
continuing or changing uses through alterations 
or new additions while retaining the property’s 
historic character.  It allows for repairs or 
alterations of the cultural landscape, and for 
improving the utility and function of landscape 
features.  It is used to make an efficient, 
compatible use while preserving those portions 
or features of the site that contribute to its 
historical significance.

The historic district will be treated and 
managed to preserve the surviving features 
and actively interpret them based on the 
period of significance, 1931 to 1947.  Based 
on the primary treatment, preservation, and 
the secondary treatment, rehabilitation, the 
following principles will be applied throughout 
the historic district:

The primary focus for historic preservation • 
is the early master planned infrastructure 
of the park.  Extant characteristics and 
features of the historic master plan will 
be retained and preserved, including 

work needed to stabilize and repair deteriorated 
conditions. 

Overall management of the historic district will • 
focus on retaining its historic character, in order 
to convey the spatial organization, function, and 
design of the original master plan.  Treatment will 
also focus on discrete elements of the historic 
district that will improve the historic character 
through the gradual recovery of historic features, 
particularly along the South Falls day use area, 
the Silver Creek Youth Camp. 

Non-contributing or non-historic features will be • 
removed, altered, or replaced in such a way that 
ensures they are compatible with the historic 
district.

New additions will be designed and constructed • 
to be compatible with the character of the historic 
district and to minimize damage to existing historic 
features.

Due to the physical work needed to improve • 
conditions, the level of effort necessary to achieve 
the desired historical representation varies 
throughout the historic district.  The highest level 
of effort is needed around the Canyon Trail and 
the Smith Creek Conference Center.  

Cultural Resource Management

Masonry at South Falls viewpoint (OPRD, 2007).
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Using the treatment recommendations, the • 
park will determine the priorities for landscape 
treatment work based on site conditions, 
interpretive goals, cost, environmental 
compliance, programmatic needs and other 
factors.   

While the historic district retains a high level of • 
integrity, some change has occurred over time 
in response to evolving management practices 
and the changing needs of visitors.  However, 
the desired historic character for the district 
is its appearance at the end of the period of 
significance: 1947.   

Historic vegetation will be managed and • 
maintained to strengthen the character of the 
historic district and minimize threats to natural 
resources and historic structures.  Vegetation 
management will include the preservation of 
existing historic plants, management of aggressive 
invasive species, pruning and other actions 
necessary to reestablish historic character, and 
the replacement of missing vegetation features.
In some cases, substitute species are appropriate 
provided the new plant material achieves the 
historic design objective, form or function.

General Guidelines

The following general treatment guidelines for 
the Silver Falls State Park Historic District are 
organized according to the spectrum of treatment 
principles put forth by the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.  
These principles include: protect, preserve, repair, 
replace in-kind, replace missing features, remove 
incompatible features and alterations, and make 
compatible alterations and additions.  The sequence 
of the spectrum is ordered by priority; i.e., protection, 
preservation and repair is prioritized over making 
compatible alterations and additions; and treatment 
actions should follow this general framework for 
preservation.  The major treatment principles as they 
apply to the historic district are discussed in greater 
detail in the following paragraphs.

Protect, preserve and repair historic landscape 
characteristics and features.  The first step in 
the preservation of the historic district is to protect 
and enhance the condition of the historic fabric 
that currently exists.  This is accomplished through 
a cyclical program of preservation maintenance.
Preservation maintenance involves the use of 
similar techniques, tools and equipment as was 
used historically to perpetuate the location, form, 
materials and scale of historic features.  Where 
repair or replacement is necessary, preservation 
maintenance replicates or replaces in-kind the historic 
feature or components of the feature.  Adherence to 
this principle when initializing treatment will ensure 
that historic characteristics and features remaining 
from the historic period will not continue to be lost 
to deterioration or neglect.  Protecting the existing 
historic resources will establish a base condition that 
can be improved upon over time as opportunity and 
funding permit.

Examples of activities within the historic district 
that may be accomplished under this treatment 
principle include the repair and preservation of 
historic buildings, structures, roads and trails, and the 
preservation of the historic district’s land-uses and 
spatial organization in the areas where they retain 
integrity.  As a specific example, stone masonry 
throughout the historic district is in need of repair, 

Meadow at South Falls day use area (OPRD, 2007).



167
MASTER PLAN

and requires the skill of an experienced stonemason 
to direct preservation maintenance.  Preservation 
maintenance activities such as lightly scrubbing 
masonry with soap or bleach in water to remove 
moss and debris will halt deterioration and improve 
its appearance.  Vegetation and debris trap moisture 
against the mortar causing it to soften and crumble 
over time.  In some cases, temporary repairs have 
not been fixed and dry stone falls have sections that 
now contain mortar with poorly selected stones.  It is 
important to ensure that the right stones are selected 
with the largest stones at the bottom of the wall, 
appropriate chinking stones filling gaps if required 
and cap stones on top of the wall that shield the 
underlying wall from water penetration.  Weep holes 
in the lower portion of the wall also become covered 
by layers of asphalt over time, which causes water 
to pool at the base of the wall further damaging the 

structure.  A qualified stone mason can ensure that 
good repairs will increase the life span of a stone wall 
and reduce cyclical maintenance costs.

Replace missing features.  After prioritizing the 
preservation maintenance and repair of historic 
features in the district, the replacement of missing 
historic features may be undertaken.  Replacement 
of missing features strengthens the historic character 
of the district and enables it to perform more of its 
historic functions.  Replacing missing historic features 
can have considerable impact on the appearance and 
function of a historic property and can restore integrity 
to areas that have been negatively impacted by the 
removal of historic features.  Only important historic 
features that aid in the understanding of a property’s 
historic significance or support its function should be 
replaced.  Historic photographs and documents are 
used to determine the accurate form, scale, materials 
and location of missing features and to replace them.

Examples of activities within the historic district that 
may be accomplished under this treatment principle 
include the following: re-establishing the extent of 
the designed meadows throughout the district; re-
establishing the foundation plantings around the major 
buildings and structures; re-establishing the historic 
trail features, such as constant trail width of 24” or 
36” depending upon use; rustic bridges and marker; 
and directional signs throughout the district.  These 
actions would significantly strengthen the integrity 
and function of the historic landscape and circulation 
system within the park and regain the historic use of 
these features.  The re-establishment of historic trail 
features will require a great deal of work including 
not only repairing whole sections of the Canyon 
Trail but also realignment and reconstruction where 
necessary.  In addition, many historic trees have been 
removed from the shoulder of park roads, these trees 
provided the visitors with the experience of driving 
through a forest.  Replacing these trees will adhere 
to the principles of naturalistic design.  Examples 
and locations of historic meadow design, foundation 
plantings, rustic bridges and trail signs can be found 
in the historic construction drawings.  Specific sign 
content and locations should be adapted to existing 
conditions.

Cultural Resource Management

Unsightly modern dumpster in the South Falls historic dis-
trict OPRD, 2007).
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Remove incompatible features. The removal 
of non-contributing and incompatible features can 
also strengthen the character of the historic district.
Non-contributing features are those added to the 
district after the period of significance, and those 
that are incompatible are inconsistent, anachronistic 
or unsympathetic to the historic character of the 
district.  Incompatible features detract from the 
historic character of the district, and may enable 
contemporary uses that negatively impact its integrity.  
While the removal of incompatible features may 
precede, coincide or follow the replacement of missing 
features, it should follow the preservation and repair 
of existing historic features and the establishment of a 
preservation maintenance program.

Examples of activities within the historic district 
that may be accomplished under this treatment 
principle include the removal and replacement of 
noncontributing and incompatible features, such 
as the entrance concrete and asphalt walkways, 
milled timber fences, widened road shoulders,  trash 
receptacles, metal interpretive signs, bike racks, 
treated-wood edging.  These features detract from 
the rustic scene intended for each area within the 
district.  Prominent noncontributing and incompatible 
features that may be removed or replaced with a 
compatible structure include the fee booth and snack 
shop at South Falls Day use and the staircase on the 
Canyon Trail.  This treatment principle may also be 
pursued by screening unwanted features rather than 
wholesale removal, a choice that may be less costly 
and require less effort, but may not have as great a 
positive impact on the appearance and integrity of 
the district.  Screening incompatible features is most 
appropriately achieved in the historic district through 
the use of native vegetation, though may also be 

Re-establish 

a rustic design 

vocabulary

achieved through the installation of rustic fencing.  For 
example, planting a vegetative screen, installing a 
rustic fence, or painting brown may screen electrical 
junction boxes or tanks.

Make compatible alterations and additions.
This treatment principle recognizes that historic 
properties do not exist in a vacuum and are required 
to adapt in response to changing conditions, laws 
and regulations, or societal needs.  The park’s 
historic district must continue to function and serve 
its intended purpose even as it is being preserved.
In order to balance preservation and use of the 
historic district, compatible alterations can be made 
to accommodate contemporary needs.  While this 
treatment principle provides an opportunity for a 
historic property to continue to function through time, 
the incompatible alteration can cause substantial loss 
of historic integrity.  

Examples of activities within the historic district that 
may be accomplished under this treatment principle 
include providing universal access to major historic 
features of the park.  Features in the park that may be 
compatibly altered to provide universal access include 
the Caretaker’s Residence (which will be rehabilitated 
for staff housing), the Meeting Hall at Smith Creek 
Conference Center and the trail leading to the Upper 
North Falls and several picnic sites within the historic 
district.  The creation of universally accessible 
routes to these features would expand recreational 
and interpretive opportunities within the historic 
district, as well as comply with State law.  Another 
possible alteration is the installation of a compatible 
interpretive center and interpretive exhibits within 
the district and the installation of area-orientation 
signs in the major developed areas and along trails.
This alteration would improve visitor orientation and 
appreciation of the historic district, and may also help 
to distribute visitors throughout the park, possibly 
alleviating crowded conditions and deterioration from 
over use in certain areas.

Treatment Recommendations
The following treatment recommendations outline 
specific tasks that may be undertaken as part of the 
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preservation treatment of Silver Falls State Park 
Historic District.  The completion of the recommended 
tasks and actions will require use and study of the full 
set of historic drawings that were collected as part of 
the research for the Cultural Landscape Report for 
the park and are now part of the collection of historic 
resources held in the park archives.

Trails

Rehabilitate historic trails within the district, especially 
the Canyon Trail, South Falls day use area, Smith 
Creek Conference Center, Silver Creek Youth 
Camp and the trails on the east side of the park.
Rehabilitating historic trails will enhance the historic 
circulation system throughout the park, re-establish 
the historic use of the natural areas east of Highway 
214, and distribute visitor use throughout currently 
unused areas of the park.

Re-establish a rustic design vocabulary and hierarchy 
for the historic trail system and its associated 
features.  During the historic period, the design of 
trails and associated features included recognizable 
patterns intended to aid visitors in wayfinding.  NPS 
designers used a palette of trail widths, surface 
materials, and entrance/intersection markers in the 
design of rustic trail systems.  A clear hierarchy of 
trails was defined.  Trail purpose and importance were 

clearly defined by varying width and surface materials; 
trails leading to major developed areas or features 
were designed with a greater width and were surfaced 
with a heavier, more permanent material than trails of 
lesser importance.  Rustic designers also marked trail 
entrances and intersections with stones.  To indicate 
trail hierarchy, major trails were marked with 2-3 man 
stones and minor trails may have been marked with 
1-2 man stones.  Re-establishing a rustic vocabulary 
in the design of trails and their associated features 
would greatly improve wayfinding and strengthen the 
rustic character of the historic district.

Views

Maintain historic views within the historic district 
through vegetation management.  Many views and 
vistas that were integrated into the park master plan 
during the historic period have been retained over.  
Vegetation management is inextricably related to the 
preservation management of historic views.  While 
it may not be possible to preserve every historic 
view, many scenic historic views can be restored 
or preserved with careful management, including 
removal of pioneer trees at overlooks, pruning of 
vegetation within view apertures, and replacing 
designed plantings that have been lost over time or 
have become over-scaled.  In addition, incompatible 
features such as utilities should be screened through 
the use of native plantings so that they do not impair 
historic views.

Picnic Areas

Restore the historic character of picnic areas by re-
establishing an appropriate number of sites and the 
appropriate separation and screening of sites in each 
picnic area.  Proliferation of picnic sites within historic 
picnic areas and changes in vegetation management 
practices have contributed to some loss of historic 
character.  Re-establishing the historic character of 
these areas will enhance the visitor’s experience of 
the park.  Picnic sites should be spatially separated 
and screened from other features and each other 
through the use of native vegetation.  At Silver Falls, 
the picnic shelters were hexagonal and rectangular 
in shape.  The hexagonal shelters were used for the 
smaller picnic areas and the rectangular shelters 
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Vegetation screens buildings and other facilities (OPRD, 
2007).



170 SILVER FALLS STATE PARK 

were used for larger picnic areas.  Visitor wayfinding 
to picnic sites should rely on signs rather than visual 
access, to keep the naturalistic scene unimpaired by 
the sight of numerous picnic tables.  Precedent for 
the appropriate number of picnic sites for each picnic 
area may be obtained from the historic master plan 
drawings.

Designed Plantings

Re-establish the historic character vegetation in 
the historic district, in both formal and naturalistic 
areas.  Silver Falls needs a program that will re-
establish management of historic vegetation at the 
park including the restoration of designed meadows, 
the planting of trees along road shoulders, foundation 
plantings around buildings, pruning of shrubs in 
the major developed areas, revegetation of social 
trails, and the replacement of sentinel trees removed 
because they were classified as hazard trees.  This 
program is vital to the historic character of the park 
and although much of the work is maintenance 
orientated, it will be incorporated into these treatment 
recommendations in order to get the program started.  

The treatment section of the Cultural Landscape 
Report recommend specific actions related to the 
removal of non-historic vegetation, the restoration of 
the formal planting schemes in the major character 
areas, and the restoration of the historic character 
of the naturalistic vegetation throughout the historic 
district.  The five major character areas, South Falls 
day use area, Canyon Trail, the series of historic 
trailheads and overlooks along Highway 214, Smith 
Creek Conference Center, and the Silver Creek 
Youth Camp, had formal planting schemes of native 
plants designed and installed during the period of 
significance.   Priorities should be established for 
retaining and improving these historic plantings 
in order to restore the historic character of these 
areas.  The replacement of missing historic plantings 
is recommended in these areas (see the historic 
planting plan drawings for appropriate plant species 
and locations).

Where detailed evidence of historic plant materials 
is not available, the goal should be to recreate the 
historic character of vegetation.  This is the case for 

Historic bench at the 
South Falls viewpoint 
(OPRD, 2007).
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the areas of the master plan that were designed with 
naturalistic vegetation, including the picnic areas, 
the ball field, road turnouts and parking areas.  The 
dynamic nature of vegetation does not allow for 
a static appearance to be maintained.   However, 
cyclic preservation maintenance of vegetation 
retains its scale, form and composition within the 
parameters of naturalistic designed vegetation in the 
significant period.   Existing vegetation maintenance 
practices could be more naturalistic through small 
changes in pruning techniques.  For example, rather 
than trimming shrubs to a single height and width, 
variability is more appropriate, while continuing to 
maintain the spatial structure of the area.  Pruning 
should maintain the intended visual relationships 
between features, whether they be screened or 
revealed.  In addition, species can be chosen to keep 
pruning to a minimum.

Signage

Re-establish the historic signage throughout the 
historic district.  During the historic period, an 
extensive collection of rustic signs and markers was 
constructed throughout the park.  These features 
have since been removed or succumbed to the 
effects of weathering and deterioration.  The primary 
elements of the historic sign system were rustic 
entrance marker signs at the park boundaries and 
directional signage on all park roads and trails.  Re-
establishment of the historic sign system would 
greatly improve visitor wayfinding and strengthen the 
character of the historic district.

Stone Work

Establishing a cyclical preservation maintenance 
regimen for the historic stone features within the 
district will halt the affects of deterioration and 
ensure their preservation.  Preservation maintenance 
activities should include vegetation and moss 
removal, cyclical cleaning, tuck-pointing the mortar 
joints as needed, replacing incompatible wall repairs, 
replacing missing stones, repairing rotating sections 
of wall where the foundation is undermined, and 
maintaining weep holes in a functional state.

Site Furniture

Develop a palette of compatible site furnishings 
for the historic district.  The NPS designed a rich 
collection of rustic furnishings for the park master 
plan.  Built by the CCC, these rustic features included 
peeled half-log picnic tables, stone cook stoves, 
and submerged trash receptacles surrounded by 
flagstone paving.  Few of these historic features 
now exist within the park.  Modern replacements 
of these features and other modern furnishings are 
now used within the historic district and throughout 
the park.  The contemporary furnishings detract from 
the rustic character of the historic district and the 
naturalistic scene.  Although only a few of the original 
furnishings remain, they can be designed using 
compatible standards or as direct replacements using 
the historic construction drawings.  To the greatest 
extent possible, the original designs should be used 
for furnishings within the historic district.  However, 
where this is not feasible, similar or compatible 
alternatives should be used.  In areas outside of the 
historic district, distinct but compatible furnishings 
are recommended.  Modern site fixtures that did not 
exist during the historic period such as bike racks 
and interpretation signage should also be compatibly 
designed.  A universally accessible adaptation of the 
rustic picnic table design in the historic construction 
drawings can be made by extending the table surface 
2’-3’ in one or both directions while maintaining the 
original length of the bench seat.

Cultural Resource Management

Nine different bench styles can be found in the 
South Falls day use area (OPRD, 2007).
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Asphalt

Remove asphalt from around historic features within 
turnouts and parking areas.  Masonry features such 
as stone curbs and guardwalls in turnouts and parking 
areas within the historic district are being obscured 
by successive overlays of asphalt, a process that is 
affecting their function and appearance.  Currently, 
stonewall weep holes are plugged by asphalt, and the 
ability of curbs to direct stormwater is compromised.
Milling, grinding, and removing the additional asphalt 
and repaving at the historic grade will reveal the full 
height of the masonry features and in some cases, 
restore their historic function.
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XIV.    INTERPRETATION PLAN

Overview

An interpretation plan is currently being developed 
for Silver Falls State Park.  This plan will compliment 
the goals and design concepts set out in the master 
plan.  In addition, the interpretive planning process 
has informed the master plan regarding the primary 
interpretive goal for the park.  This goal is to enhance 
visitor experience by communicating the significant 
stories regarding cultural and natural resources 
associated with the park.  Sharing the natural and 
cultural heritage of Silver Falls with a wider audience 
is important to encouraging interest in preserving 
the biodiversity of spotted owl habitat; old-growth 
forests; and the outstanding waterfalls.  The historic 
significance of the park can also be preserved by 
educating Oregonians about their shared past -the
legacy of early homesteading in the park, and the 
work of the CCC.  The major development concepts 
relating to the park’s natural and cultural significance 
include:

1. North Falls Gateway

This area currently contains the North Falls Group 
Camp and Meeting Hall. 

Concept
The concept for the interpretive network in this area is 
a hub and spoke concept with the Plaza as the hub. 
Specific strategies include: 

� Plaza: Site Orientation Panel focusing on 
opportunities in this part of Silver Falls. An 
inset will provide orientation to the entire park. 
A brochure holder associated with this panel 
structure will distribute the Park Orientation 
Map/Brochure. The plaza will also have a set of 
Park Thematic Overview Panels focusing on 
the geomorphology story and the evolution of the 
landscape due to human impact, such as early 
farmers, logging operations, the CCC and OPRD. 

� Interpretive Trail: The plaza will be the beginning 
and ending terminus for a short (1/4-mile) loop 

that includes a viewpoint of the canyon and will 
be called: Forces of Change Interpretive Trail.
The focus of the interpretation along the trail will 
change with each location, with the overall intent 
to provide detail about forces that have shaped 
this landscape, including human actions, volcanic 
activity, tectonic uplift, erosion, wind and fire. The 
delivery system has not been determined, but 
the intent is for the thematic panels at the Plaza 
to serve as the overview for the trail and to have 
more specific panels at the canyon viewpoint. The 
intermediary stops will either be interpreted with a 
panel that includes a solar-powered audio system 
for ADA accessibility, or brochure. 

Interpretation Plan

Enhance visitor 

experience by 

communicating the 

significant stories

� Facility: The facility will serve as a distribution 
center for publications related to exploration 
of the park.  A Trip Planning Exhibit with a 
“visual menu” of the interpretive and recreational 
opportunities in the park is recommended.  This 
menu will be accompanied by interpretive teasers 
when appropriate, and orientation and wayfinding 
information to those opportunities. In other words, 
it is a place to plan your stay, whether it is for a 
day or a week. 

2. North Falls Camping Area (northeast land 
parcel)

This is the area north of the main highway that is not 
developed at this time. 
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Concept

The concept for the interpretive network in this area is 
a series of secondary orientation hubs that distribute 
the major wayfinding brochures, plus a series of 
interpretive panel clusters linked by a trail that 
connects all camping areas. Key strategies include: 

Overnight Sites: All overnight sites will have 
access to a central information station that 
includes a Site/Park Orientation Panel. The 
structure supporting the panel will also have 
a brochure holder for distributing the Park
Orientation Map/Brochure.

Walking Trail with interpretation: This is a 
walking trail that traverses the upper edge of this 
area that it is easily accessible from all camping 
areas. The trail includes nodes for Interpretive 
Panel Clusters such as a Change Over Time 
Interpretive Panel Cluster located with a view 
downhill across the new northeast land parcel and 
the north end of Silver Falls. The interpretation will 
focus on changes to the landscape due to human 
activity, such as logging, farming/ranching, and 
restoration.  Also, a Restoration Interpretive 
Panel Cluster at a stream bank rehabilitation 
site will be included. Other panel clusters may be 
included depending on opportunities afforded by 
the trail location. 

3. Transition from north end to south end

This encompasses the sites along the highway 
between the North Gateway and the main intersection 
that provides access to the day use area and the 
overnight areas in the south part of the park. It 
includes trailheads, parking areas and vista points. 

Concept

The concept for the interpretive network in this area 
is to provide trail orientation when appropriate, and 
to take advantage of people stopping at vista points 
that mark the interpretive network.  By providing park 
orientation plus interpretive panels, visitor experience 
at the stop is enhanced and they are motivated to 
visit other parts of the park. Key strategies include: 

� Vista Points: Each vista point will have Site-
specific Interpretive Panels focusing on some 
aspect of the environment that is visible from that 
vantage point. Each point will also have a Park
Orientation Panel highlighting recreational and 
interpretive opportunities in other parts of the park. 

� Trailheads: Trails to the east side of the road 
will have a Park Trail Orientation Panel that 
highlights the trail system in the park. Ideally, a 
brochure dispenser will contain a Parkwide Trail 
Map/Brochure for the park. The Winter Falls 
Trailhead will have Trail of Ten Falls Orientation 
Panel.

� North Falls Parking Area: The parking area will 
contain a Trail of Ten Falls Orientation Panel
plus a North Falls Thematic Overview Panel 
Cluster focusing on the geomorphology and 
natural history that can be observed on the trail to 
North Falls. We do not anticipate any interpretive 
signs on the trail to North Falls or at the falls. 

4.  South Falls day use area (North)  – Historic 
District

This is the major interpretive hub for the park in that it 
has the best and most accessible visuals representing 
the key stories at this park – geology/geomorphology 
and the work by the Civilian Conservation Corps. 

There are many opportunities for interpretive signs along 
the trails (OPRD, 2007).
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At the core of this area is the Historic District, which 
encompasses a relatively intact CCC landscape 
containing multiple historic structures. Access to the 
South Falls originates from this area. 

Concept

The concept for the Historic District is to interpret 
the landscape in such a way that it does not detract 
from the visual integrity of the site. In other words, 
we do not anticipate any signage in the interior of 
the Historic District with the exception of directional 
signage. Key strategies being considered at this time 
include:

• Major Entry Points: All major access points 
from parking areas will have a panel cluster that 
contains a Historic District Orientation Panel
with an inset of the park for general orientation 
and Historic District Thematic Overview Panels
focusing on the stories of that cultural landscape. 

• Interpretive Center: The interpretive center will 
contain a variety of Cultural and Natural History 
Exhibits that provide detail on the major stories 
being told at the park. They will be interactive 
and focused on motivating visitors to explore the 
park and use their senses to discover the cultural 
and natural stories in the actual landscape. 
Interpretive (Discovery) Trails of varying lengths 
will provide a transition from the stories told in the 
interpretive center to seeing those same stories in 
the external environment. 

• Lodge: As with the multipurpose structure at the 
North Gateway, the interior of the lodge will be 
converted to an area that is more for relaxation. 
Interpretation in the area will be minimal. What 
interpretation is offered will concentrate on 
the story told in the interior environment (CCC 
construction methods) and will be unobtrusive. For 
example, a podium with a scrapbook of historic 
photos, newspaper clippings, diary notes, etc. 
could be included in this space. 

• Publications: In addition to a basic orientation 
map/brochure for the park, an Interpretive
Guide to Silver Falls to the key areas is being 

considered. The question is not whether the park 
should have one, but whether it should be a single 
booklet that includes in-depth information on the 
historic district and the trail of the waterfalls, or 
whether two booklets should be prepared – one 
for exploring the Historic District and one for 
exploring the waterfalls.

5.  Canyon Trail  – Historic District

This is the Trail of Ten Falls that extends from the 
South Falls (Historic District) to the North Falls.

Concept

The concept for this trail is essentially a portal 
approach with thematic overview and trail orientation 
provided at the north and south access points 
and detail provided along the route. The delivery 
strategies along the route will match the level of 
development. In other words, we are proposing to 
use interpretive panels at the picnic areas along the 
way, but eliminate all signage except confidence 
and mileage markers in the stretches in between, 
so visitors can really immerse themselves in the 
environment. Key strategies include: 

� Entry Point: The access point to the trail will 
contain the Trail of Ten Falls Orientation Panel 
and Trail of Ten Falls Thematic Overview 
Panels. The overview panels will focus on the 
geology of the canyon and on the role of the CCC 
in developing the trail. 

• Picnic areas along route: At the developed sites 
along the trail we anticipate Interpretive Panel 
Clusters of 1-3 panels highlighting specific stories 
told in the landscape that can be viewed from that 
location. (When the sites are approved we will 
determine the focus of these panels).

• Publications: We are strongly considering a Trail 
of Ten Falls Trail Guide just for this trail. It would 
be keyed to natural features along the route.

Interpretation Plan
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6.  South Falls day use area (South) – Historic 
District

This is the area with the swimming beach at the south 
end of the day use area.

Concept

The concept in this area is to limit the interpretation 
to overview information designed to attract visitors to 
other areas of the park that have more interpretive 
opportunities. Key strategies include: 

� Information kiosk: This will be located near the 
new facility. It will contain a Park Orientation 
Panel with a brochure dispenser for the Park
Orientation Map/Brochure. It will also contain 
Park Thematic Overview Panels designed to 
introduce visitors to the intriguing stories in the 
park.

7.  Central Entrance Area

• Welcome Center: When this is constructed, 
it will include a Trip Planning Exhibit with a 
“visual menu” of the interpretive and recreational 
opportunities in the park. That menu will be 
accompanied by interpretive teasers when 
appropriate and orientation and wayfinding 
information to those opportunities. In other words, 
it is a place to plan your stay, whether it is for a 
day or a week. 

• Amphitheater: The access from the cabins, 
existing campground and new central 
campground will be via “Day and Night” 
Interpretive Trails. Interpretation on the way 
to the amphitheater will focus on features along 
the trail that can be seen or sensed in some way 
during the day. Interpretation on the return route 
from the amphitheater will focus on features that 
can be sensed at night, such as the night sky, 
night sounds, night smells, etc. 

8. East Side of Park – Historic District

This side of the park will contain the major overnight 
areas of the park including:

• Howard Creek Horse Camp and New Cabin Area
• Family Campground and Cabin Area

• Smith Creek Conference Center
• Silver Creek Youth Camp
• The Ranches
• New Central Campground

It also contains park headquarters and an extensive 
trail system that includes trails for horses, hikers and 
bikers.

Concept

The basic concept in this area is to provide 
interpretive opportunities at all overnight locations 
to motivate people to attend programs and explore 
the other interpretive opportunities in the park. Key 
strategies include the following: 

• Overnight areas: All overnight areas will have a 
central location for information that will include a 
Park Orientation Panel and brochure dispenser 
for the Park Orientation Map/Brochure. Ideally, 
each of the sites will have at a minimum a trail 
with interpretation. In other words, a trail that 
people can walk in the evening (or any time of the 
day) that has Site-Specific Interpretive Panels
or panel clusters along the route interpreting the 
landscape in that area. Additional interpretation 
of those areas is not planned at this time. The 
approach is to use the interpretive panels and 
park orientation plus publications to excite people 
about visiting other parts of the park. This is not to 
say that other educational opportunities will not be 
developed. At this time, there is an effort to attract 
partners in the development of an environmental 
education center. If that happens, a plan will 
need to be developed that includes specific 
infrastructure such as learning stations that will 
facilitate environmental education. 

9.  South Entrance Overlook

This is the new entry developed recently at the 
south end of the park. It has a welcome sign and an 
overlook with a good view of the lower lying land to 
the west. 
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Concept

The concept at this site is to orient people to the park 
and provide a teaser of interpretive information with 
a focus on stories in the landscape. The key strategy 
being considered includes: 

• Vista Point: A Park Orientation Panel will 
highlight where to stop for additional information. 

Interpretation Plan

The new viewpoint at the south entrance (OPRD, 2007).
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APPENDIX A: SILVER FALLS PLANT INVENTORY
The following table lists the species that were observed at Silver Falls during the field ground-truthing activities:
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Appendix A:  
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For any native plant association that has not been assigned a state rank representing 
conservation status, OPRD will ask ONHIC staff or another qualified expert to 
recommend a rank consistent with the state ranking system using best professional 
judgment. Any plant association that remains unranked will be presumed “secure” under 
the state system, unless identified otherwise as a regional conservation target habitat.

 All of the issues recorded in the issue scoping meetings, and written comments received 
during the comment periods, are kept in the background files for the master plan.
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APPENDIX B: SILVER FALLS STATE PARK MASTER PLAN DOCUMENTS

The following background documents are incorporated into the Silver Falls State Park Master Plan:

Resource Maps of the Parks:
Plant Communities and Conditions
Cultural Resource District, Character Areas and Landscape Characteristics
Archeological Findings

Background Reports:

OPRD, Cultural Landscape Report: Silver Falls State Park. Oregon State Parks, Salem, 2006
OPRD, Vegetation Inventory and Mapping: Silver Falls State Park. Oregon State Parks, Salem, 2006
OPRD, Vegetation Inventory and Mapping: Silver Falls State Park. Oregon State Parks, Salem, 1998

The above documents are available for viewing at:

Oregon Parks and Recreation Department
North Mall Office Building
725 Summer Street NE, Suite C

Appendix B
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Appendix C

APPENDIX C: ADVISORY COMMITTEE

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advisory  Name  Representing 
Committee:  Bonnie Pierovich  Oregon Equestrian Trails Association (OET) 

Brandon Reich   Marion County Planning Division  
Dan Hoynacki   Sustainable Communities Project 
Don Peting   Historic Preservation Program  
Jason Franz   Mountain Biking Representative 
Jeff Brekas   Friends of Silver Falls State Park 
Jim Anderson   Road Bike Representative 
Jon Mayer    Oregon Department of Forestry 
Ken Hector   Silverton Mayor 
Kevin Couey   Salem Family YMCA 
Michael Rich   Silver Falls Conference Center  
Michelle Morin   Backcountry Horsemen of Oregon 
Paul Brown   Park Neighbor 
Rob Ribe   Landscape Architecture Program 
Stacy Palmer   Silverton Area Chamber of Commerce 
Virginia Honeywell  Stayton Mayor 
Wendy Bruun   Stayton/Sublimity Chamber of Commerce 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 








