
Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission 
 

January 25, 2012  
 

 
 
Agenda Item: 10a      Action 
  
Topic:    Scenic Bikeway Approvals 
 
Presented by:   Alex Phillips 

 
 
Background: 
The two bikeways being considered for designation as state scenic bikeways are the Covered 
Bridges Scenic Bikeway near Cottage Grove and the Twin Bridges Scenic Bikeway near Bend. 
Applications for these two bikeways were submitted by local proponent groups in January 2010. 
During the spring and summer of 2010 the rating subcommittee of the scenic bikeway committee 
visited the proponents and rode the routes to rate them.  The subcommittee found the two routes 
included in Attachment A to meet the criteria for designation. The full committee voted to 
recommend the routes for designation and instructed the proponents to prepare bikeway plans for 
the routes.  Those plans consist of the records of the local public meetings, notification and 
minutes, a local marketing plan, sign location tables and other items. 
 
The OPRD Bicycle and Water Recreation Coordinator worked closely with each proponent 
group during the development of the bikeway plans. Once the bikeway plans were finalized they 
were submitted to the full scenic bikeway committee for approval, which was given on October 
19, 2011. The plans are available at: http://www.oregon.gov/OPRD/PARKS/BIKE/ . 
 
Next the Oregon Recreation Trails Advisory Council (ORTAC) recommended their designation 
pending favorable public comment. OPRD held public hearings in Bend and Cottage Grove, a 
summary of the comments are attached.  
 
Prior Action by Commission:  No prior action on this item.  The commission received 
information on route proposals and the application process at the July 20th, 2011 business 
meeting. 
 
Action Requested:  Staff requests Commission approval of the two state scenic bikeway routes 
described in Attachment.  
 
Prepared by:  Alex Phillips  

http://www.oregon.gov/OPRD/PARKS/BIKE/
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Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission 
 

January 25, 2012 
 
 

Agenda Item:  10b        Information  
 
Topic:   Heritage Programs Report 
 
Presented by:  Roger Roper 
 
 
Follow-up on Combining Heritage, Recreation Grants, and Bicycle and Water Recreation 
Programs 

  
The November 2010 formation of the Heritage and Community Programs directorate brought 
together a variety of programs that had never had obvious reasons to work together very closely. 
But over the course of the past several weeks, we have discovered a number of areas of potential 
coordination:  

• Veteran and War Memorial Grant Program: Heritage staff will now be assisting with 
the administration of this grant program, given both the historical nature of the program 
and the fact that Heritage staff already have strong working relationships with many of 
the veterans and military history groups that have an interest in these memorials.  

• Archaeology and Recreation Grants: Given that many of grant-funded projects are on 
lands that have high potential for archaeological resources (ATV grants in particular), 
there is an opportunity to better assist grant applicants in dealing with archaeological 
issues at the planning and grant-request phase, rather than have them be surprised further 
down the line. 

• GIS for Grant-funded Projects: Many of the parks and trails projects funded by our 
grants could benefit from being recorded in a GIS (computerized map) that could be 
shared with local governments, land-use planners, recreationists, and others. We’re 
looking at ways to take advantage of Heritage staff expertise with GIS (primarily 
archaeologists) to help create a system that might serve recreational and grant purposes. 

• Organizational Training for Bikeway Partners: Heritage staff  have considerable 
experience and expertise in helping local partners form and perpetuate local organizations 
(historical societies, landmark commissions, museum boards, etc.). Scenic Bikeway 
proponent groups could benefit from some of that same training. Topics include public 
education, event planning and execution, succession planning, marketing and promotion, 
developing public/private partnerships, and basic organizational development.  

• Coordination between Scenic Bikeways and Local Historic Districts: Most of the 
designated Scenic Bikeways begin, end, or pass through communities, many of which 
have strong historic character. By coordinating the efforts of our historic district partners 
with those of the bikeway proponents, we can magnify the impact of both programs. 

 
 
 
 
Prior Action by Commission:  None 
 
Action Requested:  None 
 
Prepared by:  Roger Roper, Assistant Director—Heritage Programs 



Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission 
 

January 25, 2012 
 
 

Agenda Item:  10c        Information  
 
Topic:   Heritage and Museum Grants 
 
Presented by:  Roger Roper 
 
 
Heritage and Community Programs has recently awarded grants under two of its five 
“heritage” grant programs: Heritage Commission and Museum grants. The Heritage 
Commission Grant Program typically provides a total of about $200,000 per biennium 
with an average of 20 grants. The Museum Grant Program provides $100,000 per 
biennium with an average of about 18 grants. Both are funded with lottery dollars, and 
both are divided into annual grant rounds in order to be more responsive to local needs.  
 
Recently awarded grants: 
 

• Heritage Commission Grants 
o 14 grants 
o $133,700 
o For a broad range of activities, including public education, conservation, 

curation, etc. 
 

• Museum Grants 
o 9 grants 
o $55,675 
o For museum-related activities, including exhibit preparation, artifact 

conservation and curation, etc. 
 
Further details about the specific grants are provided on the attached reports. 
 
 
Prior Action by Commission:  Sept. 19, 2007, approval of Heritage Programs’ overall 
grant program, in lieu of individual grant approvals. 
 
Action Requested:  None 
 
Prepared by:  Roger Roper, Assistant Director—Heritage and Community Programs 
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