
Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission 
 

April 4th, 2012  
 

 
 
Agenda Item: 12a      Action 
  
Topic:    Scenic Bikeway Approvals 
 
Presented by:   Alex Phillips 

 
 
Background: 
An Application for the Grande Tour Bikeway being considered for designation as state scenic 
bikeways was submitted by local proponent groups in January 2010. During the spring and 
summer of 2010 the rating subcommittee of the scenic bikeway committee visited the proponents 
and rode the route to rate it.  The subcommittee found the route included in Attachment A to 
meet the criteria for designation. The full committee voted to recommend the routes for 
designation and instructed the proponents to prepare a bikeway plan for the route.  The plan 
consists of the records of the local public meetings, notification and minutes, a local marketing 
plan, sign location tables and other items. 
 
The OPRD Bicycle and Water Recreation Coordinator worked closely with the proponent group 
during the development of the bikeway plans. Once the bikeway plans were finalized they were 
submitted to the full scenic bikeway committee for approval, which was given on January 19th, 
2012. The plan is available at: http://www.oregon.gov/OPRD/PARKS/BIKE/ . 
 
Next, the Oregon Recreation Trails Advisory Council (ORTAC) recommended their designation 
pending favorable public comment. OPRD held a public hearing in La Grande, a summary of the 
comments are attached.  
 
Prior Action by Commission:  No prior action on this item.  The commission received 
information on route proposals and the application process at the July 20th, 2011 business 
meeting.  
 
Action Requested:  Staff requests Commission approval of the Grande Tour Scenic Bikeway.  
 
Prepared by:  Alex Phillips  

http://www.oregon.gov/OPRD/PARKS/BIKE/


M
E
D
IC

AL SP RINGS H
W

Y

See Map 1a

See 

Map 3a

See 

Map 4a

See 

Map 5a

See 

Map 2a

Caution: Confusing 

Intersection!

La Grande

Island
City

Cove

Union

North
Powder

Baker City

Start / 
End

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

105

110

115

120125

130

P
IE

R
C

E
 R

D

BOOTH LN

L
IN

D
L

E
Y

 R
D

MARKET LN

A
N

T
H

O
N

Y
 L

A
K

E
S

 H
W

Y

LOW

E
R

 C
O

V
E

 R
D

C
O

V
E

 H
W

Y

P
O

C

AH
ONTAS R D

LA G
RA

N
D

E
-B

A
K

E

R
 H

W
Y

M
E

D
IC

A
L 

S
PR

IN

G
S

 H
W

Y

84

84

84

84

203

203

86

244

203

237

82

237

30

30

30

30

237

Blue
Mountain

Forest

Catherine
Creek SP

Red Bridge
SW

Hilgard
Junction

SP

H
u

n
te

r 
R

d

W
h
is

k
e

y 
C

re
e

k 
R

d

Oregon Trl

N
a
tl 

F
or

es
t D

ev
el

op 

R
oa

d 
31

Chandler Ln

G
o

d
le

y 
R

d

N
a
t l 

F
o
re

st 
D
ev

el
op 

Road 43

F
o

o
th

ill 
R

d

Coyote Peak Rd

B
a

n
ta 

R
d

McNeill Rd

Hull Ln

G

lass 
H

ill R
d

Wolf Creek Ln

S
lo

u
g
h 

R
d

H
igh 

V
alley 

R
d

Coffey Rd

Alicel Ln

B
id

w
e

ll 
R

d

S

ha
w 

M
o

u
n

t a
in 

R
d

B
ro

w
n 

R
d

H
a

in
e
s 

D

um
p Rd

B
ro

o
k
s 

R
d

W
ir

th 
R

d

Schetky Rd

In
d

ia
n 

C
re

e
k 

R
d

Hull Ln

Gekeler Ln

K
e
a
t i
n
g 

R
d

Telocaset L
n

H
ou

g
h
to

n 
C

re
e
k 

R
d

Bidwell Rd

Mud Spring Rd

Ruckles Creek Rd

Woodell Ln

H
u

g 
R

d

Miles 
Bridge 

R
d

Mill C

anyo
n 

R
d

Shaw 
C

reek 
Rd

E
n

d 
R

d

Courtney Ln

N
a
t l 

F
o

r e
s
t 

D
e

v
e

l o
p 

R
o

a
d 

6
2

G
ra

y
s 

C
o

rn
e

r 
R

d

G
i lk

is
o
n 

M
il l 

R
d

C
o

n
ro 

R
d

NFD 
142 Rd

R
in

eh

ar
t L

n

Booth Ln

J
im

m
y 

C
re

e
k 

R
d

Im
b

le
r 

R
d

117°45’0"W

117°45’0"W

118°0’0"W

118°0’0"W

118°15’0"W

118°15’0"W
4
5

°3
0

’0
"N 4
5

°3
0

’0
"N

4
5

°1
5

’0
"N 4
5

°1
5

’0
"N

4
5

°0
’0

"N 4
5

°0
’0

"N

0 2.5 51.25 Miles

Legend

5 Mile Markers

Bikeway

Drinking Water

Restrooms

Parking

Food

Camping

Lodging

Grande Tour
Scenic Bikeway

Oregon Parks and Recreation Department

725 Summer St. NE, Suite C

Salem OR, 97301

Info: (800) 551-6949

www.oregonstateparks.org

Reservations Northwest (800) 452-5687

3/6/2012 



 1 

Hearing Summary for Twin Bridges Bikeway 
Hearing held February 27, 2012 in La Grande, Oregon 

Compiled by Alex Phillips 
 
Notification: A media release was sent to all media outlets and to individual reporters 
who have shown an interest in the bikeway. The La Grande Observer published an 
announcement of the meting in the February 23rd newspaper.  
 
Last year, on June 8th 2011, the local proponent held a public meeting to discuss the 
bikeway. The La Grande Observer published an announcement of the meeting on June 
6th, 2011.  
 
The same paper published three articles about the proposed bikeway. The September 
29th 2010 article was titled “Oregon Scenic Bikeways designations could lure visitors, 
aid local economy”. The October 31st, 2010 article was titled “Grande and Scenic”. The 
February 4th, 2011 article focused on economic development in the region and 
mentioned the proposed bikeway.  
 
Hearing Synopsis: Approximately 27 people attended the hearing, with 15 people 
testifying during the hearing. Two written letters of support and three written letters in 
opposition were submitted after the hearing. One letter to the editor appeared in the La 
Grande Observer on March 7, 2012 with the writer asking why ATVs could not be on the 
road along with bicycles and motorized vehicles.  
 
Comment Content 
 
In Support of Designation 
Comments in support of the designation could be grouped in four categories. 
1) Economic development: The designation and accompanying promotions brings in 
tourists from out of the region and out of state. One person commenting mentioned that 
cyclists are warm and friendly and spend money in each of the communities in which 
they pass. The bikeway was called a “clean tourism attraction” by one of the people 
commenting.  
 
2) The route is great for cycling: Several spoke in favor of the route because of the 
scenic beauty, low traffic roads and courteous drivers. Courteous drivers were 
mentioned by many of the people commenting. One commenter said cycling the area is 
a wonderful way to celebrate the Baker and La Grande valleys. 
 
3) Designation helps alleviate safety concerns: one person said the route shows a 
safe route through the area, several commented that the bikeway directional signs will 
also help alert drivers to cyclists on the road. One person mentioned a concern that 
families might bring kids to the route.  
Staff Response: Marketing materials clearly label which bikeways are “family friendly” 
and which ones are more challenging.  
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4) Safety: Two comments from those in support mentioned the need to separate 
cyclists from drivers as much as possible via bike lanes or shoulders.  
 
Against Designation  
The three comments against the designation were almost exclusively based on the 
inability to share the road because of narrow roads, no shoulder, wide trailers and RVs 
and the inability of stock or wood hauling trucks to stop quickly.  
 
Also mentioned were problems caused by cyclists not riding single file.  
 
One letter writer mentioned that gravel roads closed to motorized traffic are a better 
location for a bikeway. The same writer mentioned the safety concern of cyclists riding 
with cattle as ranchers use the road to transfer cattle from one allotment to another. 
Also mentioned was that in the event of a major accident on I- 84 traffic is routed onto a 
section of the proposed bikeway, which can bring unpredictable heavy traffic to the 
bikeway. 
 
In response to a supporter’s comment that signs can help alert motorists to bicycles on 
the road one commenter wrote that orange vests worn by road workers and signs 
stating trucks are entering the roadway do not prevent accidents and neither will the 
bikeway signs.  
 
Staff Response: ODOT conducted a review of the state managed roads, which make 
up most of the bikeway, and found that the road meets and often exceeds the 
recommended separation guidelines in the Bicycle and Pedestrian Design Guide for 
roadways with bicycles. The review is included in the ODOT letter of support and can be 
found in the bikeway plan. Several members of the bikeway committee, representing a 
spectrum of cycling experience and comfort levels, rode the route and rated the road 
conditions very highly.  
## 



Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission 
 

April 4, 2012 
 
 

Agenda Item:  12b        Information  
 
Topic:   Heritage Programs Report 
 
Presented by:  Roger Roper 
 
 
Kam Wah Chung Museum—Translation of Documents 
Efforts are underway to begin translating some of the thousands of documents that are part of the 
Kam Wah Chung collection. The Friends of Kam Wah Chung have hired someone who is 
working under park staff supervision to organize and prioritize documents for scanning and 
translation. A grant from Heritage Programs is helping support the work. The scanned documents 
will then be made available online for translation by members of the Chinese American Citizens 
Alliance (Portland Lodge), who offered to assist with the project. OPRD’s IT staff  have provided 
technical assistance to ensure that the back-and-forth exchange of scans and translations goes 
smoothly. The first scans should be available for translation some time in June. This effort is in 
addition to the on-going work of Oregon College of Oriental Medicine (OCOM) in translating the 
medically relevant materials. 
 
Heritage Conference 
The conference will be held April 26-28 at the Salem Conference Center. The conference is being 
held jointly with the Northwest Archivists Annual Meeting. Here is a sampling of conference 
offerings: 

• Heritage Excellence Awards Dinner (April 27). Recognizes individuals, organizations, 
and projects for their exceptional contributions to Oregon’s heritage. 

• Keynote Address: Dr. Robert K. Sutton, Chief Historian, National Park Service. (Earlier 
in his career, Dr. Sutton was involved in restoration efforts at Fort Stevens and performed 
a number of cultural resource surveys for OPRD.) 

•  “Remembering the Columbus Day Storm: Tips on Implementing Your Disaster 
Preparedness Plan.” This half-day workshop includes a recounting of some of the key 
impacts related to the 1962 storm, followed by discussions about preparing and 
implementing disaster preparedness plans for museums and archives. 

• “Sprouting the Interest of Tomorrow’s Historians: Case Studies for Engaging Youth in 
Heritage” 

• “Opening Doors to Oregon Heritage Barns”  
• “Creating Dynamic Public Programming via Documentaries, Public Broadcasting and 

Film.” Presenters include an independent filmmaker, Oregon Public Broadcasting, and 
The Archaeology Channel.  

• “Tales from the Digital Frontier: Stories of Inspiration, Progress, and Cannibalism.” 
Panelists will present projects they are involved in related to digital collections, digital 
archives, digital preservation, and access mechanisms. 

 
Prior Action by Commission:  None 
 
Action Requested:  None 
 
Prepared by:  Roger Roper, Assistant Director—Heritage Programs 



Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission 
 

April 4, 2012  
 
 

Agenda Item:  12c        Information  
 
Topic:   Heritage and Museum Grants 
 
Presented by:  Roger Roper 
 
 
Heritage and Community Programs has recently awarded grants under one of its five 
heritage grant programs: Certified Local Government (CLG) grants. The CLG Grant 
Program typically provides a total of about $225,000 per year in federal funds with an 
average of 20 grants per year. Grantees must match their grants at least one-to-one. 
 
CLG grants are available only to local governments that have been certified as local 
preservation partners by both the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and the 
National Park Service. Certification requirements include adopting a local historic 
preservation ordinance and establishing a local historic preservation commission. There 
are currently 40 CLGs in Oregon, 36 cities and 4 counties. 
 
Recently awarded grants: 
 

• Certified Local Government Grants 
o 20 grants 
o $254,695 
o For a broad range of historic preservation activities, including surveys, 

National Register nominations, public education, training, and 
rehabilitation. 

 
Further details about the specific grants are provided on the attached reports. 
 
 
Prior Action by Commission:  Sept. 19, 2007, approval of Heritage Programs’ overall 
grant program, in lieu of individual grant approvals. 
 
Action Requested:  None 
 
Prepared by:  Roger Roper, Assistant Director—Heritage and Community Programs 
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