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Background 
 
In March 2012 the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department (OPRD) staff provided an 
informational item to the Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission relating to the February 
2012 legislative session.  At that time, staff did not anticipate advancing any new legislative 
concepts to the 2013 legislative session. 
 
New Legislative Concept 
 
After the March 2012 Commission meeting discussions with members of the Oregon State Park 
Foundation (OSPF), the board identified the potential need for a legislative concept.  This 
concept would allow the OPRD Director to develop formal relationships with non-profit 
organizations, like the OSPF, for the purpose of raising money or providing resources to projects 
that benefit the agency.  The process for advancing legislative concepts for consideration 
required initial submittal of a placeholder by May 1, 2012. 
 
A placeholder was submitted to develop statutory guidance for formal relationships between 
OPRD and non-profit organizations whose mission is aligned with the OPRD mission and goals.  
The placeholder is very similar to the statutory authority between OPRD and the Oregon State 
Fair Foundation.  That legislation only applies to projects at the State Fair and Expo Center. 
Currently, language does not exist for situations where non-profits would like to raise funds, 
services, and materials for OPRD related projects.  The placeholder concept would also create a 
mechanism for OPRD to provide limited staff or services to non-profits when they assist in 
projects that benefit the agency mission. 
 
This legislative concept will be reviewed and edited at multiple levels prior to introduction into 
the 2013 session.  The agency can, at any time, prior to the beginning of the session withdraw the 
concept.  OPRD staff will bring the final draft to the Commission, prior to the final submittal for 
the session. 
 
Additional Legislative Information 
 
The Commission was provided information regarding HB 4016, expanding the definition of 
mandatory child abuse reporter at the March 2012 meeting.  The policy, procedure, and training 
associated with this legislative change are being developed and implemented to ensure that 
OPRD staff understand their roles and responsibility for reporting child abuse. 
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