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Background: OPRD is developing the initial planning concepts for the management of resources and 
providing for recreation experiences at the Tryon Creek Management Unit.  The department began the 
master planning process last fall, with Values and Goals meetings in August 2011 and an Opportunities 
and Needs meeting in January 2012 that included an advisory committee and the general public.  From 
these meetings values and goals were developed that call for conservation of the park landscapes, while at 
the same time providing interesting recreation experiences with a wider variety of camping experiences.  
Trails connections are proposed to provide for improved hiking in the parks and connections to regional 
trails.  Interpretive themes and approaches will provide an appreciation for the natural areas and history as 
well as inform visitors how OPRD is partnering with other agencies to restore and manage habitat in the 
parks. 
 
Location and context: This planning effort includes two groupings of selected parks. Each group has a 
separate Stakeholder Group: 
 
Group A:  
 Tryon Creek SNA, Terwilliger Boulevard, in southwest Portland, near Lake Oswego. 
 Willamette Stone SHS,  Skyline Boulevard, 4 miles west of Portland. 
 Wapato Access, Sauvie’s Island. 
 Coalca, Highway 99 a few miles south of Oregon City. 

 
Group B: 
 Milo McIver SP, off Hwy 211 on Springwater Road, 25 miles southeast of Portland. 
 Bonnie Lure SRS, on Eagle Creek 6 miles north of Estacada. 

 
Next Steps: Staff are conducting the next round of public meetings in early June.  At these meetings the 
initial planning concepts will be presented for public review and comment.  Staff will present the 
summary of planning concept comments at this commission meeting and prompt a Commission 
discussion of what kinds of changes to pursue for developing a draft plan ready for commission approval 
in March 2013. 
 
Action Requested:  Information only. 
Prior Action by Commission:   Information Update on Planning Effort, July 2011.  
Prepared by: Mark Davison 
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The Integrated Parks Services Division is beginning the Gorge Comprehensive Park Planning effort for 
this nationally significant landscape.  The staff planning team will have the primary objective of planning 
for and providing management guidelines for this unique area.  Additionally, this project team will help 
ensure the project phases are clearly defined and incorporate input from all relevant OPRD divisions and 
sections.  The staff planning team will set project goals and objectives, and an executive level review 
team will ensure that policy and resource issues are identified and resolved.  In addition, the planning 
team will seek input from the public, an advisory committee, partner agencies and the OPR Commission 
throughout the planning process. 
 
In a new step for comprehensive planning efforts, the schedule will now run on a two-year cycle with 
inventory and assessment of natural, cultural, scenic and recreation resources started in spring 2012.  The 
assessments will be completed by late fall in time for the public stages of the planning process starting in 
January 2013.  Completion of the plan is expected in winter 2013.  Moving to a two-year cycle will allow 
more time for the inventory work to precede the development of opportunities and needs assessment 
leading to planning concepts for recreation and resource management. The staff planning team will 
include technical expertise from field staff, natural resources, cultural resources, interpretation, 
engineering, and others in preparing for the planning of the Gorge Management Unit.  Planning staff will 
be using the process developed for Cottonwood Canyon that incorporates values based discussions to help 
park visitors and stakeholders define desired recreational and resource outcomes in the planning process.  
The schedule for the planning process includes: 
 

• Spring 2012 – Values and Goals Discussion 
• Summer 2012 – Opportunities and Needs Assessment 
• Fall 2012 – Planning Concepts Discussion  
• Winter 2012 - Draft Comprehensive Park Plan Review 

 
Current staff efforts are also directed toward working with partners such as; ODOT, US Forest Service, 
HCRH Advisory Committee, ODFW, Friends of the Gorge, and associated Counties to identify; sharing 
baseline data across agencies, cooperative planning roles, ongoing and future conservation and 
preservation projects, overlapping recreation management issues and needs, and community stakeholders 
with their involvement in the planning process. 
 
Action Requested:  Information only. 
 
Prior Action by Commission:  None. 
 
Prepared by:  Mark Davison 
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Agenda Item:  8 c             Information 
 
Topic:    Cottonwood Canyon State Park 
 
Prepared by: MG Devereux 
 

 
 
Background 
Work at Cottonwood Canyon State Park continues to move forward towards the goal of 
welcoming visitors in the Fall of 2013.  Recently, concerns from both Counties regarding 
emergency response and communications have the potential to delay the project schedule and 
staff is working to address these issues ensuring that the park opens as planned. 
 
Planning 
Conditional Use Permits have been approved by both Sherman and Gilliam County Planning 
Commissions.  In both cases conditions have been placed on site development.  The conditions 
generally relate to emergency plans and response at the park.  Both counties have asked OPRD 
to continue developing a more comprehensive emergency response plan, identifying the potential 
impact on county resources from events such as wildfire and injured or lost park users.   As a 
precondition of facility development OPRD must have a signed intergovernmental agreement 
that spells out the roles and responsibilities for emergency response, emergency communication 
systems, and fire coverage.  Additionally, the Conditional Use Permits require that a 
communication system that allows for communication with 911 dispatch be operational prior to 
park opening. OPRD staff gained immediate approval to build an entrance road and drill for 
potable well water while the emergency services plan is developed.  OPRD staff is working to 
complete the intergovernmental agreement.  There are technical questions about how to provide 
the communication system required by the permit.  OPRD Staff are working with Oregon 
Department of Forestry (ODF) to determine if they have a cost-effective solution that can be 
adapted to meet this requirement.  OPRD and ODF staffs are also working to address fire 
coverage for the park.  Cottonwood Canyon has been added to OPRD’s statewide fire agreement 
with ODF.  However, due to the location of the park, ODF is not able to provide initial response 
to a wildfire.  In these situations ODF usually contracts with local fire districts to provide initial 
response.  Discussions are underway to find an appropriate level of coverage that meets state and 
Federal needs on fire coverage for the park and surrounding environs. 
 
Oregon Solutions 
The Oregon Solutions project related to the park visitor/welcome center continues to move 
forward.  The group has held two very productive meetings.  The participants have general 
consensus on the potential for education and interpretation at the park.  Over the next several 
months the group will continue to identify desirable objectives for education development with 
the goal of creating a plan that includes facility needs, program support, and funding alternatives. 
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Community Outreach 
The conclusion of the land use process will allow more staff time to be devoted to the 
community outreach efforts in the local community.  OPRD staff has been working with the 
Condon Chamber of Commerce, which represents Sherman, Gilliam, and Wheeler Counties, to 
identify ways that Cottonwood Canyon can be integrated into regional economic efforts.  Several 
areas of discussion include travel information available at the park, hosting regional celebrations, 
and park opening activities.   
 
Previous Actions: The Commission approved the Cottonwood Canyon Comprehensive Plan in 
July 2011 
 
Prepared by:   
MG Devereux. 
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