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Independent Multidisciplinary Science Team
c/o Oregon State University
Department of Forest Science
321 Richardson Hall
Corvallis, OR 97331-5752

Co-Chairs Schreck and Molina:

The State of Oregon would like to formally solicit the Independent Multidisciplinary
Science Team's (IMST) peer review of the scientific underpinnings of the draft Recovery Plan
for the Oregon Unit, Middle Columbia (Mid-C) Steelhead Distinct Population Segment (DPS).
This plan has been developed consistent with recovery plan requirements developed by the
National Marine Fisheries Service and meets Native Fish Conservation Policy guidelines.

The draft Mid-C Recovery Plan was prepared by the Oregon Department ofFish and
Wildlife (ODFW) with input from local interest and conservation groups, state and federal
agencies, and Tribes. It is now ready for scientific peer review. The State of Oregon will
provide hard copies and CDs to IMST members in mid-November. The IMST will have a
prolonged review period, extending through the public review period in early 2008. ODFW will
present an overview of the plan and answer questions at the IMST's November 29thmeeting.

The plan document is considerable in size. The first 3 sections, including the Executive
Summary, Introduction, and Background and Regional Context, are for your information only.
The State of Oregon would like the IMST to focus their review on the scientific underpinnings
associated with the sections on DPS Structure, Desired Status, Current Status, Viability Gaps,
Limiting Factors and Threats, Recovery Strategies and Management Actions, and Management
Action Effectiveness. These sections build on each other and should be reviewed in the order

presented. Although the remaining sections do not require review, it might be helpful to provide
a cursory review of the Research, Monitoring and Evaluation section. There are also 9
Appendices that the IMST may need to refer to as they review the plan sections.

As stated, the IMST will be provided an extended review period that will overlap with the
public comment period of the full bi-state DPS plan in early 2008. Because we do not know
when the public comment period will end, we cannot at this time provide a definitive end date
for the IMST's review. We will keep you informed as to that likely date. After the document
has received public, IMST, and Technical Recovery Team review, ODFW will make the
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necessary revisions to the plan prior to submitting it as a final draft to NOAA Fisheries and to the
Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission for potential adoption to meet Native Fish Conservation
Policy requirements. When ODFW provides the Commission with an informational briefing on
the Mid-C Recovery Plan, we would appreciate the opportunity to characterize the results of the
IMST review.

The State of Oregon appreciates the IMST's consideration of its request to review the Middle
Columbia (Mid-C) Steelhead DPS Recovery Plan. Please feel free to contact Rich Carmichael
(rcarmich@eou.edu) of ODFW or myself (Suzanne.knapp@state.or.us) should you have any
questions or need further clarification.

Sincerely,

~~I£~ ~-
Suzanne Knapp
Policy Advisor
Governor's Natural Resources Office

Cc: Ed Bowles, ODFW, Fish Division Administrator
Bruce McIntosh, ODFW, Recovery Planning Manager
Rich Carmichael, ODFW, Mid-C Recovery Plan Lead


