SOUTH COAST/SOUTHWEST OREGON 

Property protects habitat and supports educational programs

Josephine County: Deer Creek

OWEB grant applicant: Western Rivers Conservancy

Funds approved by OWEB:
 $500,000
Total estimated project cost: $2.6 million
This project conserves and protects fish and wildlife habitat while serving education and research purposes through purchase of 873 acres of land surrounded by large tracts of public lands. Deer Creek, which runs through the property, is a major tributary to the Wild and Scenic Illinois River. The creek supports coho salmon and fall Chinook salmon.

Recent activities: Educators held workshops on natural resources of the area in the summer of 2007. Contractors built two yurts, a bathhouse and a pavilion. Scientists are studying vegetation on the property and are researching the effect of climate change on local plants.

Partners include the Southern Oregon University Foundation, the Siskiyou Field Institute, OWEB, and the Western Rivers Conservancy, which purchased the property. The foundation and institute have formed a non-profit organization, the Deer Creek Center for Field Research and Education, to manage the property.

Removal of dams helps fish and maintains water use

Jackson County: Removal of Savage Rapids and Gold Hill dams

OWEB grant applicant: 

· Savage Rapids Dam—Grants Pass Irrigation District

· Gold Hill Dam—City of Gold Hill

Funds approved by OWEB:
 

· Savage Rapids Dam: $3 million
Total estimated project cost: $22.8 million

· Gold Hill Dam: $1.06 million
Total estimated project cost: $1.5 million 

OWEB has authorized more than $4 million to assist with two major projects that maintain water for various uses while removing the two highest ranked fish passage barriers on the Rogue River. The removal of these barriers on the main stem of the river will improve passage for fall and spring Chinook, coho, summer and winter steelhead, Pacific lamprey and resident trout species. 

Recent activities: Construction began in the summer of 2007 on Savage Rapids Dam pumping stations. 

Partners for the Savage Rapids Dam removal include the Grants Pass Irrigation District, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Oregon Water Resources Department, Water Watch and OWEB. 

Partners for the Gold Hill Dam removal include the City of Gold Hill, the Rogue Valley Council of Governments, the World Wildlife Fund, OWEB, American Rivers and the Rogue Basin Fish Passage Technical Team.

Fences and bridges improve 23 miles of fish habitat

Coos County:
Tenmile Lakes Fish Passage, Sediment Abatement and Fencing

OWEB grant applicant: Tenmile Lakes Basin Partnership

Funds approved by OWEB:
 $577,863
Total estimated project cost: $863,570

Two projects funded for nearly $580,000 in 2005 are among the largest of about a dozen OWEB grants totaling $1.6 million since 1998 aiming to improve fish passage and water quality in the Tenmile Lakes watershed. The 2005 projects build on prior work to fence livestock away from streams, to improve fish passage and to reduce sediment. Specific activities of this phase included six miles of fence and five projects to control bank erosion, followed by planting with native species. In addition, crews modified 12 stream crossings on private farm and forest lands. The work improved 23 miles of spawning and rearing habitats as well as removing more than 650 cubic yards (the equivalent of 65 large dump trucks) of sediment. 

Recent activities: Construction on five fish passage and four fencing projects was completed in late 2007. 
Partners include the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality, City of Lakeside, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, OWEB, landowners, Tenmile Lakefront Owners Association, Salmon and Trout Enhancement Program, Wilcox Engineering, Coos County Highway Department, Tenmile Lakes Basin Partnership and Oregon Department of Forestry. 

OTHER MAJOR INVESTMENTS

· Coos County: National Coastal Wetlands

OWEB grant applicant: Coos Watershed Association-nearly $1.2 million
· Douglas County: Upper Smith Salmon Restoration Phase 2

OWEB applicant: Partnership for the Umpqua Rivers-$442,000
· Douglas County: Jordan/Alder Creek Fish Passage Project

OWEB applicant: Partnership for the Umpqua Rivers-$407,000
· Coos County: Coos Watershed Projects 2000

OWEB applicant: Coos Watershed Association-$386,000
· Douglas County: Fish Passage 2005 Umpqua Basin Watershed Council

OWEB applicant: Partnership for the Umpqua Rivers-$370,000.

OTHER MAJOR ACQUISITIONS

· Curry County: Kahn Tract Acquisition

OWEB grant applicant: Elk River Land Trust-$212,000.

