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EXAMINATIONS & QUALIFICATIONS COMMITTEE 

Minutes of Meeting 
February 13, 2009 

 
The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. in the conference room of the Oregon State Board 
of Examiners for Engineering and Land Surveying (OSBEELS) office at 670 Hawthorne Avenue 
SE, Suite 220, Salem, OR 97301. 
 
Members present were: 

Ed Butts, Chair 
Ken Hoffine 
Amin Wahab  
Mari Kramer 
 

Staff present was: 
Mari Lopez, Executive Secretary 
Matt Bryan 

 
Others present: 
 Katharine Lozano, Assistant Attorney General 
 Jacob Ross 
 
New Business: 
October 2008 Irregularity Report from NCEES 
The Committee received an irregularity report from the National Council of Examiners for 
Engineering and Surveying (NCEES) regarding Won Young Kim.  A proctor noticed that Mr. Kim 
was using a non-NCEES writing instrument during the October 2008 examination administration.  
NCEES is recommending that the Board invalidate Mr. Kim’s examination results for failing to 
comply with NCEES policy.  Ms. Lopez noted that the Board encountered a similar scenario in the 
past and upheld the NCEES recommendation.  After a brief discussion, the Committee determined to 
delay the release of his results pending the Assistant Attorney General’s review of the contract with 
ELSES.  Further discussion will be held during the April meeting. 
 
Request Regarding April 2008 FE Results  
The Committee received a second request from Norman Buccola regarding the release of his results 
from the April 2008 Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) examination due to circumstances beyond 
his control.  Mr. Buccola was previously informed that his results would not be released on the basis 
of admittance to the exam per OAR 820-010-0225(3)(f) since he was admitted to the April 2008 FE 
Examination administration based on OAR 820-010-0225(2) & (3)(d).  After discussion, the 
Committee determined that Mr. Buccola’s results from the April 2008 FE examination would not be 



released since his degree was not conferred by the registrar’s office and compliant with Oregon 
Administrative Rule (OAR) 820-010-0225(2).  Staff will respond accordingly. 
 
Discipline Modification Request  
The Committee reviewed correspondence regarding a request to modify the discipline of a 
registration from Civil to Naval Architecture and Marine.  Herb Stephens is requesting the 
modification of his Oregon registration and states that he is more qualified as a naval architect 
engineer than a civil engineer due to his background, experience, and training.  At the time Mr. 
Stephens gained licensure in the State of Oregon, the Naval Architecture and Marine discipline was 
not available.  Staff requested further information from the State of Oklahoma in which Mr. 
Stephens successfully passed the professional engineering (PE) examination.  The State of 
Oklahoma provided staff with information regarding the PE examination he took in 1977.  The 
information provided did not show completion of questions related to the Naval Architecture and 
Marine discipline.  After review and discussion, the Committee determined that Mr. Stephens would 
not be able to modify the discipline at this time. 
 
Spring 2009 PE Examination Consideration Request  
The Committee received a request from Carl Palmer requesting consideration for the Spring 2009 
examination administration.  Mr. Palmer initially submitted an application for the Fall 2008 
examination administration but did not submit the full application fee.  He then submitted a re-
application and appropriate fee for the Spring 2009 examination administration, but did not meet the 
application deadline stated in OAR 820-010-0442.  After discussion, the Committee denied his 
request.  Staff will respond accordingly.  
 
PLS Test Review  
The Committee received a request from William Dye to review his October 2008 Four-hour Oregon 
Specific Examination.  Staff informed him that, according to OAR 820-010-0470, an examinee must 
be within 5 points of the cutoff score.  After a brief discussion, the Committee denied his request.  
Staff will respond accordingly. 
 
Official Transcript Submission Deadline  
Staff requested the Committee to consider a deadline in which examinees must submit official 
transcripts if admitted to the FE or the Fundamentals of Land Surveying (FLS) examinations 
based on OAR 820-010-0225(2) and OAR 820-010-0226(2).  Ms. Lopez informed the 
Committee that the Board office is in possession of many files for individuals who were admitted 
to these examinations but did not submit official documentation to receive their results.  The 
Committee discussed that a deadline is necessary, but referred the matter to AAG Lozano for 
further review and to draft a rule for consideration by the Rules and Regulations Committee. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
Acoustical PE Examination 
Jacob Ross was in attendance to request re-taking the morning portion of the October 2008 
Acoustical PE examination.  Mr. Ross believes that the procedural instructions provided for the 
examination were incomplete.  Mr. Wahab inquired if this situation has occurred in the past and 
Ms. Lopez stated that this was the first time.  After a brief discussion, the Committee denied his 
request. 
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PSU Master’s Degree 
As discussed during the January Board meeting, the Committee re-reviewed the comity 
application for Jason Waters.  Mr. Waters submitted an application for registration as a civil 
engineer and met the qualifications for registration excluding the required years of experience.  
Therefore, he submitted official transcripts from the Portland State University (PSU) showing 
graduation from the Civil and Environmental Engineering with a Master’s degree.  However, 
PSU does not have a ABET accredited undergraduate degree program in Civil and 
Environmental Engineering.  After discussion and review of his transcript, the Committee 
approved his application for consideration during the March Board meeting.  Staff will respond 
accordingly. 
 
Review of Applications:
Comity Applications – 
The Committee reviewed a comity application from Linus Drouhard for registration as a 
professional mechanical engineer.  Mr. Drouhard successfully passed the FE examination and a 
combined state specific engineering examination in the State of Kansas.  After review of the 
correspondence from the State of Kansas regarding the substantial equivalency between the 
Kansas combined state specific engineering examination and the NCEES mechanical 
engineering examination, the Committee recommended Mr. Drouhard to be placed on the list of 
comity applications for approval by the Board during the March Board meeting. 
 
Kramer took the Committee into Executive Session as provided by ORS 192.660 (2)(f) for 
the purpose of examining records. 
 
Upon returning to open session, it was noted that no action was taken during Executive 
Session. 
 
The Committee reviewed a comity application from Lulay Esho for registration as a professional 
civil engineer.  Mr. Esho submitted an experience record demonstrating his civil engineering 
experience, five references, official transcripts from Lawrence Technological University and a 
course-by-course evaluation report from ECEI, Inc. showing that his foreign degree did not meet 
the requirements of an ABET program, and verification of successfully passing the FE and PE 
examinations.  After review of the documentation submitted, the Committee determined that the 
experience record submitted was insufficient and recommended that additional information be 
obtained. 
 
The Committee reviewed a comity application from James Hodgson for registration as a 
professional mechanical engineer.  Mr. Hodgson is requesting special consideration be given for 
the mechanical engineering experience gained while employed with Applied Aerospace 
Structure Corporation.  After review of the information and a brief discussion, the Committee 
recommended Mr. Hodgson to be placed on the list of comity applications for approval by the 
Board during the March Board meeting. 
 
The Committee reviewed a comity application from Daniel Lehto for registration as a 
professional civil engineer.  Mr. Lehto submitted an official transcript showing completion of 
coursework from PSU and is requesting the ABET accredited degree requirement in OAR 820-
010-0225(3)(a) be waived.  After a brief discussion and review of the additional documentation 
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submitted, the Committee determined to place Mr. Lehto on the list of comity applications for 
approval by the Board during the March Board meeting. 
 
The Committee reviewed a comity application from Clyde Smith for registration as a 
professional civil engineer.  Mr. Smith successfully passed the FE examination in the State of 
Wyoming and the Colorado state specific engineering examination.  After review of the 
correspondence from the Colorado Department of Regulatory Agencies regarding the substantial 
equivalency between the Colorado state specific engineering examination and the NCEES civil 
engineering examination, the Committee determined to place Mr. Smith on the list of comity 
applications for approval by the Board during the March Board meeting. 
 
The Committee reviewed a comity application from Crystal Yezman for registration as a 
professional civil engineer.  Ms. Yezman submitted correspondence regarding her Master’s 
degree from the University of California Berkley in addition to other documentation meeting the 
minimum requirements for licensure.  After a brief discussion, the Committee determined to 
place Ms. Yezman on the list of comity applications for approval by the Board during the March 
Board meeting. 
 
The Committee reviewed a comity application from Keith Ryan for registration as a professional 
civil engineer.  Mr. Ryan provided official transcripts showing graduation from the University of 
Washington with a Bachelor of Science degree in Forest Resources which is not ABET 
accredited.  After review of the information provided, the Committee determined to place Mr. 
Ryan on the list of comity applications for approval by the Board during the March Board 
meeting. 
 
Examination Applications – 
The Committee received applications for the April 2009 FE examination from the following 3 
individuals that submitted course-by-course evaluations of foreign degrees.  After discussion and 
review of the documentation submitted, it was determined that these individuals met the 
minimum requirements for entrance to the FE examination pursuant to OAR 820-010-0225 and 
OAR 820-010-0227. 
 
Choi, Ho Kyeung  Kim, Yushin   Yeo, Hyeon Jik 
 
The Committee received applications for the April 2009 FE examination from Sung Yun Kim. 
Mr. Kim submitted a course-by-course evaluation of his foreign degree.  However, the 
documentation stated the degree awarded was not equivalent to degrees recognized by the 
ABET.  After a review of the submitted documentation, it was determined that an additional 
eight years of qualifying work experience would be required to gain admission to the FE 
examination pursuant to OAR 820-010-0227(4).  Staff will respond accordingly. 
 
The Committee received applications for the April 2009 FE examination from the following 3 
individuals that submitted course-by-course evaluations of foreign degrees.  Although course-by-
course evaluations were received, the documentation stated the degrees awarded were not 
equivalent to degrees recognized by ABET.  Therefore, the Committee determined that an 
additional four years of qualifying work experience would be required to gain admission to the 
FE examination pursuant to OAR 820-010-0227(4).  Staff will respond accordingly. 
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Lee, Eun Shin   Nam, Young Woong  Oh, Sang Hyun 
 
The Committee received applications for the April 2009 FE examination from the following 3 
individuals that submitted course-by-course evaluations of foreign degrees.  Although course-by-
course evaluations were received, the documentation stated the degrees awarded were not 
equivalent to degrees recognized by ABET.  Therefore, the Committee determined that an 
additional two years of qualifying work experience would be required to gain admission to the 
FE examination pursuant to OAR 820-010-0227(4).  Staff will respond accordingly. 
 
Cha, Sang Hak  Han, Wan Cheol  Kang, Hee Chang 
 
The Committee received applications for the April 2009 FE examination from the following 3 
individuals that submitted course-by-course evaluations of foreign degrees.  Although course-by-
course evaluations were received, the documentation stated the degrees awarded were not 
equivalent to degrees recognized by ABET.  Therefore, the Committee determined that an 
additional year of qualifying work experience would be required to gain admission to the FE 
examination pursuant to OAR 820-010-0227(4).  Staff will respond accordingly. 
 
Kim, Dae-Hyun  Kim, Doo Ho   Lim, Dong Hyun 
 
The Committee received an application from Sharzad Dey for the April 2009 Civil PE 
examination.  Ms. Dey submitted a request to waive the required number of professional 
references.  After discussion and review of the experience record submitted, the Committee 
determined that Ms. Dey gain an additional year of experience to qualify for the Civil PE 
examination.  Staff will inform Ms. Dey accordingly. 
 
The Committee received an application from Ian Besaw for the April 2009 FE examination.  Mr. 
Besaw applied based on a combination of education and experience.  However, his bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Arizona is not ABET accredited and his Master’s degree from the 
Oregon State University (OSU) does not meet the requirements in OAR 820-010-0225(3)(d).  
After a review of the information submitted, the Committee approved Mr. Besaw’s application 
for entrance to the April 2009 FE examination. 
 
The Committee received an application from Chalat Chanleudfa for the April 2009 Electrical PE 
examination.  Mr. Chanleudfa submitted documentation showing three years and three months of 
experience gained along with official transcripts showing graduation with an Electrical and 
Computer Engineering Master’s degree from OSU.  After discussion and review of his transcript, 
the Committee approved his application for entrance to the April 2009 Electrical PE 
examination. 
 
The Committee received an application from Paul Gonzalez for the April 2009 Electrical PE 
examination.  However, Mr. Gonzalez provided official transcripts from PSU showing 
graduation with a Master’s degree in Electrical and Computer Engineering which does not meet 
the requirements in OAR 820-010-0230(3).  Therefore, Mr. Gonzalez will not meet the minimum 
experience requirement in OAR 820-010-0230(1)(a).  After a brief discussion and review of the 
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documentation, the Committee determined that Mr. Gonzalez will need to gain an additional year 
of experience for entrance to the electrical PE examination.  Staff will respond accordingly. 
 
The Committee received an application from Zachary Horowitz for the April 2009 Fundamentals 
of Engineering examination.  Mr. Horowitz submitted official transcripts showing graduation 
with a Civil and Environmental Engineering Master’s degree from Portland State University and 
a Bachelor of Arts in Geography from McGill University.   The Civil and Environmental 
Engineering Master’s degree from Portland State University does not meet the requirements for 
entrance to the Fundamentals of Engineering examination in OAR 820-010-0225. The Bachelor 
of Arts in Geography from McGill University does not meet the requirements for entrance to the 
Fundamentals of Engineering examination in OAR 820-010-0225.   After discussion and review 
of his transcripts, the Committee denied his application for entrance to the April 2009 
Fundamentals of Engineering examination. The Committee determined that Mr. Horowitz will 
need to gain 7 years of qualified experience or submit an official transcript indicating graduation 
from a degree program pursuant to OAR 820-010-0225. Staff will respond accordingly. 
  
The Committee received an application from Joshua Koch for the April 2009 Civil PE 
examination.  Mr. Koch submitted documentation showing three years and three months of 
experience gained along with official transcripts showing graduation with a Civil and 
Environmental Engineering Master’s degree from the University of Wisconsin, Madison.  The 
Civil and Environmental Engineering Master’s degree from the University of Wisconsin, 
Madison does not meet the requirements in OAR 820-010-0230(3).  After discussion and review 
of his transcript, the Committee approved his application for entrance to the April 2009 Civil PE 
examination. 
 
The Committee received an application from Gabriel Williams for the April 2009 Civil PE 
examination.  However, Mr. Williams is unable to obtain the required number of supervisory 
references required and requesting a waiver.  Mr. Williams stated that due to the remoteness of 
the geographic area in which he conducts the majority of his work, he has had limited 
opportunity to work with professional engineers.  After reviewing the information provided, the 
Committee referred his application to the Law Enforcement Committee for further review.  
 
Re-Applications – 
The Committee reviewed re-applications from 17 individuals for the April 2009 examination 
administration.  These individuals did not achieve a passing grade in their first and second 
written examinations.  As stated in OAR 820-010-0465, they were required to submit valid 
evidence of further preparation.  Evidence reviewed consists of additional experience gained, 
special training, courses taken and study materials reviewed.  After review of the documentation 
submitted, the Committee approved 16 applications.  The remaining application will be referred 
to the Law Enforcement Committee for investigation due to the business card attached to the re-
application. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:13 p.m. 
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