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Oregon State Board of Nursing Scope-of-Practice  
Decision-Making Guideline for RN and LPN Practice 

 
Statement of Purpose 
The purpose of this policy is to provide nurses with a guideline for determining whether or not an 
activity is within scope of practice.   
 
Statutory Definition of the Practice of Nursing and Definitions for RN and LPN Practice 
“Practice of nursing” means diagnosing and treating human responses to actual or potential health 
problems through such services as identification thereof, health teaching, health counseling and 
providing care supportive to or restorative of life and well-being and including the performance of 
such additional services requiring education and training which are recognized by the nursing 
profession as proper to be performed by nurses licensed under ORS 678.010 to 678.410 and which 
are recognized by rules of the board. “Practice of nursing” includes executing medical orders as 
prescribed by a physician or dentist but does not include such execution by a member of the 
immediate family for another member or execution by a person designated by or on behalf of a 
person requiring care as provided by board rule where the person executing the care is not licensed 
under ORS 678.010 to 678.410. The practice of nursing includes providing supervision of nursing 
assistants. 
 
“Practice of registered nursing” means the application of knowledge drawn from broad in-depth 
education in the social and physical sciences in assessing, planning, ordering, giving, delegating, 
teaching and supervising care which promotes the person’s optimum health and independence. 
 
“Practice of practical nursing” means the application of knowledge drawn from basic education in the 
social and physical sciences in planning and giving nursing care and in assisting persons toward 
achieving of health and well-being. 
 
Statement Regarding Scope of Practice 
The profession of nursing is an autonomous and dynamic discipline. It is a self-governing profession 
that is grounded in science.  Nursing practice changes and evolves in response to health care needs 
of society, technical advancements, and the expansion of scientific and nursing knowledge. The 
scope of practice for each nursing licensure category includes all of the activities in which a nurse 
may engage at his/her level of licensure.  Within that broader scope, however, the scope for each 
individual nurse will vary according to practice experiences and professional development activities.  
Each nurse may effectively change his/her individual scope through in-service education, continuing 
education and practice experience.  Documentation of how competency in a new nursing activity is 
initially achieved, and how it is maintained, is required. 
 
The licensed nurse is responsible and accountable, both professionally and legally, for determining 
his/her individual scope of nursing practice.  Activities within an individual nurse’s scope must still 
fall within the broader scope written in statute. Thus, there is no authority for the nurse to include 
individual activities which exceed the broader scope defined by statute.  Practically, this means that 
a physician cannot expand nursing scope of practice by directing a nurse to perform an activity that 
is not recognized by the nursing profession as proper to be performed by a nurse in Oregon.  Since 
the role and responsibilities of the nurse, and consequently the scope of nursing practice, is ever 
changing and increasingly complex, it is important that the nurse is able to make decisions regarding 
his/her own scope of practice. 
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Decision Making Guideline for RN and LPN Practice 

 
Prior to contacting the OSBN, please review this decision tree. 

 
 

 
Define the activity/task 

Identify, describe, clarify the problem/need. 

Is the activity consistent with: Nursing 
Educational Standards, National Professional 

Nursing Standards, Nursing Literature/Research, 
OSBN Policies, Institutional Policies, Applicable 

Accreditation Standards & Community 
Standards? 

Stop 
Yes 

Is the activity/task precluded 
by any law, rule or policy, 

including the Oregon Nurse 
Practice Act? 

No 

Stop 
No 

Has the nurse completed the 
necessary education? 

Yes 

Stop
No 

Does the nurse possess the 
appropriate knowledge? 

Is there documented evidence of 
current competency & skill? 

Would a reasonable & prudent 
nurse perform the activity? 

Is the nurse prepared to accept 
& manage 

the consequences of his/her 
action? 

Yes 

Stop
No 

Yes 

Stop 
No 

Yes 

Stop 
No 

Yes 

Stop 
No 

Nurse may perform the activity/task 
according to acceptable and 
prevailing standards of safe 

nursing care.  Policies and procedures 
must be in place to support the 
activity prior to performance. 

Yes 

Refer to a professional qualified to perform 
the activity/task. 
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The Oregon State Board of Nursing (OSBN) is authorized by Oregon Revised Statutes Chapter 678 to exercise 
general supervision over the practice of nursing in Oregon to include regulation of nursing licensure, education 
and practice in order to assure that the citizens of Oregon receive safe and effective care.  The OSBN further 
interprets statute and rule and issues opinions in the form of Board Policies, Policy Guidelines and Position 
Statements.  Although they do not have the force and effect of law, these opinions are advisory in nature and 
issued as guidelines for safe nursing practice.  

Page 3 of 3 

http://www.eatright.org/cps/rde/xchg/SID-5303FFEA-58E108F9/ada/hs.xsl/home_1134_ENU_HTML.htm
http://www.eatright.org/cps/rde/xchg/SID-5303FFEA-58E108F9/ada/hs.xsl/home_1134_ENU_HTML.htm
http://www.arsbn.org/pdfs/guidelines_decision_making.pdf#search=%22arkansas%20state%20board%20of%20nursing%20decision%20making%20model%22
http://www.arsbn.org/pdfs/guidelines_decision_making.pdf#search=%22arkansas%20state%20board%20of%20nursing%20decision%20making%20model%22
http://www.findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qa3619/is_200304/ai_n9214776
http://www.nursing.ohio.gov/pdfs/Decmodel.pdf
http://www.nursingadvocacy.org/faq/autonomy.html
https://fortress.wa.gov/doh/hpqa1/HPS6/Nursing/documents/scopeofpractice.pdf#search=%22Washington%20Scope%20of%20Practice%20Decision%20Tree%22
https://fortress.wa.gov/doh/hpqa1/HPS6/Nursing/documents/scopeofpractice.pdf#search=%22Washington%20Scope%20of%20Practice%20Decision%20Tree%22


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


