OREGON STATE LIBRARY

Library Services and Technology Act
Grant Activities Report

(check one)
quarterly reports must be filed even if there is no activity in that quarter

___IstQuarter Report __ 3rd Quarter Report
___2nd Quarter Report _X_ Final Report (send e-
copy to State Library)

Project Name: Oregon Poetic Voices

Grant Project Number: 10-02-5A Date Submitted: March 31, 2011
Submitted By: Doug Erickson Phone: (503) 768-7254

1. Summarize the overall purpose of the grant project:

To create a comprehensive digital archive of poetry readings that will complement existing print
collections of poetry across the state, to provide a sound archive available to Oregonians of all
ages and geographic locations, made available to them online at libraries, in schools, at home, or
visiting the State Library Poetry Room. This will be made possible through an interactive web
interface, which will provide recordings and accompanying curriculum guides. An editorial
fellow will be hired to work with Lewis & Clark College (LCCSC) staff to oversee the curatorial
and selection process.

2. Summarize the project results to date:

Outputs Summary — please report as appropriate depending upon your grant
(double click Word table to enter data- table can be altered to record appropriate outputs)

Actual # of people served this quarter Actual # of people served to
date

# of programs /meetings /events # of programs /meetings
/events to date

# of programs /meetings /events # of programs /meetings

attendees /events attendees

Other ouput measure(s): (please Other ouput measure(s) to

indicate) date:
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Narrative summary:

We have made great progress this quarter towards accomplishing many of our project goals for
the 2010-11 grant cycle. The Oregon Poetic VVoices website/archive now features over 150 poets,
with roughly 50 more (from Wordstock 2010) in the process of being added. We also acquired
the extensive archival holdings from our remaining grant partners, Fishtrap and KBOO, and have
planned for a Readings page to be added to the site in order to make these holdings available to
the public. We feel that we have also greatly increased public awareness of our presence, through
two more recording sessions in the state, in Eugene and Ashland and by being featured on
KBOO’s “Talking Earth” program on February 21.

3. Report on specific project objectives to date:

Objective: Digitization of Existing Recordings % Progress / Results:

Activity Summary: (type below this table) 75%

This quarter, Oregon Poetic VVoices successfully acquired the audio archives from both Fishtrap
and KBOO. On December 10, we received 24 CDs from Rich Wandschneider, our partner at
Fishtrap. These consisted of 22 years of recordings from Fishtrap’s Summer Readings series. We
were able to digitize and catalogue these promptly and are looking forward to creating a
Readings section on the website in order to feature these recordings. On January 28, Barbara
LaMorticella, our partner at KBOO, gave us five boxes of audio cassette tapes, about 300 tapes
total, spanning the last 20 years of recordings of her local radio show, “Talking Earth,” as well as
personal recordings that she has made over the years. We are currently compiling an inventory
for this extensive collection and have commenced the digitization/cataloguing process for these.
This work will take us well into our second year to complete.

Objective: Creation of Recording “Studios” % Progress / Results:

Activity Summary: (type below this table) 100%

We set up two remote recording “studios” this quarter — one in partnership with Eugene Public
Library on December 23 and one at Southern Oregon University's Hannon Library on January 21
in Ashland. In Eugene, we recorded seven poets and promptly catalogued and uploaded six of
these to the website. In Ashland, we collected recordings from 56 poets, and also sponsored a
writing workshop conducted by Matthew Dickman, in conjunction with the annual William
Stafford birthday reading. The recordings from Ashland have been catalogued and processed, and
the majority of them uploaded to the web. Also, it is exciting to note that poets have been finding
us via our website and contacting us to record them. We have recorded four local poets in our
office at Lewis & Clark, accepted web submissions from two more, and made appointments for
future recording sessions in our office. We have also contacted the City Archives about possibly
scheduling open recording sessions at their downtown office, in order to make OPV more
accessible.

Objective: Web Page Development % Progress / Results:

Activity Summary: (type below this table) 100%
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We continue to add poets to the site archive, about 5 a week. We are excited to now feature over
150 poets, from all age ranges and professional backgrounds. In partnership with our web team,
we have also developed a Readings Page for the site. This will feature the bulk of our archives
when they are fully catalogued, processed, and ready to be posted. In preparation for that, we
have commenced gathering permissions for the Fishtrap recordings. We have also developed a
new curriculum resource page, labeled For Teachers. This page features an introduction to
teaching poetry at all classroom levels, links to helpful websites, and example lesson plans.

Objective: Participation, Evaluation, and % Progress / Results:
Dissemination
Activity Summary: (type below this table) 100%

After feedback from site users, we updated the audio player on the site in order to make it more
compatible with all versions of the various Internet browsers. Google analytics shows that in this
quarter, the OPV website had 1,757 visits and about 9,709 page views. That is almost double our
numbers from the previous quarter! We also accepted an invitation to be featured on KBOO’s
“Talking Earth” program on February 21, to explain the purpose of Oregon Poetic Voices and
play select recordings from our archive. We also continue to receive positive feedback whenever
we Visit a community to host a workshop and record local poets.

4. Significant developments:

Upon reviewing the gains and accomplishments we made in our first year, we at OPV are excited
to begin a second grant cycle in order to continue the work of preserving Oregon’s rich poetic
heritage. Now that we have acquired the archival holdings from all of our grant partners
(Mountain Writers Series, KBOO, and Fishtrap), we are poised to include these on the website in
order to make this rich resource available to the public. Our workshops and recording sessions
across the state continue to be very successful and well-received by participants — so much so,
that a future project goal will be to plan for more of these in underrepresented areas. Public
awareness of our presence seems to increase daily, as the increase in visits and page views to our
site illustrates. We also continue to identify possible future funding sources in order to make
progress towards long-term support of our project.
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