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1.  Project Purpose (90-140 words) 

 

The purpose of the project was to improve public access to Oregon folklife collections in the 

Oregon Folklife Program (OFP) collections (ca. 35 records series, 1988-2009, 130 linear ft., 108 

boxes) through completion of three major activities: 1) minimal reprocessing of collections; 2) 

inventory and assessment of media materials; 3) creation of a collections database in Archivists’ 

Toolkit; and 4) publication of finding aids and catalog records. Additional goals of the project 

included the development of tools and digital content to support the Oregon Folklife Network, 

successor to the Oregon Folklife Program as a statewide provider of programs and services in 

support of folklife and traditional arts. Activities included: digitization of collection slides for 

online digital collection; development of a folklore fieldwork forms tool for the Oregon Folklife 

Network; consultation and agreement with Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs. 

 

2. Project Activities / Methods (limit 250 words) 

 

The Archives of Northwest Folklore facilitated loan of the Oregon Folklife Program (OFP) 

Collections by the Oregon Historical Society to the UO Libraries and then completed a folder 

level inventory of files in the collection and an item level inventory of media items. With 

agreement from Oregon Historical Society, the archives completed minimal reprocessing of 

collections, specifically replacement of damaged storage cartons, rehousing of some media 

items, and redaction of confidential information from files. 

 

The Archives of Northwest Folklore completed a data migration plan in which a legacy Access 

database for OFP media archives and the data from the folder level inventory were imported into 

an Archivists’ Toolkit database instance that will serve as the Oregon Folklife Network’s 

archives management platform. The archives developed the AT database to include the OFP 

subject vocabularies and data format standards. The Archives of Northwest Folklore published a 

finding aid for the OFP Collections in the Northwest Digital Archives database, ensuring its 



appearance in the popular research tool ArchivesGrid, and allowing public discovery of and 

access to these materials. (http://nwda-db.wsulibs.wsu.edu/findaid/ark:/80444/xv68731) 

The archives did not complete a finding aid and catalog record for each program or project series 

as originally envisioned, electing to publish a single finding aid and MARC record for the OFP 

collections. This finding aid will be revised by Archives of Northwest Folklore student archivists 

in collaboration with Oregon Folklife Network and additional MARC records for series will be 

published. The Archives of Northwest Folklore will publish a MARC record for the entire OFP 

collection in June 2013. 

 

The Archives of Northwest Folklore worked with UO Libraries’ Internet Media Group and the 

Oregon Folklife Network to develop beta versions of electronic fieldwork data forms that will 

facilitate the ingest of fieldwork data to OFN’s Archivists’ Toolkit database. (Appendix 1) The 

Archives of Northwest Folklore worked with UO Libraries’ Image Services Center to launch a 

scanning project for slides in the OFP collections, scanning 4,800 slides with selected images to 

be published online to the Northwest Folklife Digital Collection in summer 2013. 

(http://oregondigital.org/digcol/folklore/). 

 

The Archives of Northwest Folklore accomplished some of its goals of promoting the 

collections. A press release was featured on the UO homepage. The archives worked with UO 

Design and Editing Services to prepare a color brochure on the OFP collections (Appendix 2) 

and worked with the Oregon Folklife Network to prepare a distribution list. As part of this grant, 

the Archives of Northwest Folklore collaborated with the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs 

Culture & Heritage Department to initiate a repatriation of images in Archives of Northwest 

Folklore collections and consult on archives management. The Archives of Northwest Folklore 

did not present on the OFP collections at a regional meeting, as originally envisioned, due to 

continuing work on primary project goals.  

 

 

3. Project Outputs 

 

3. a. Outputs Summary Table– please report as appropriate depending upon your grant  
(double click Word table to enter data- table can be altered to record appropriate outputs) 

Other ouput measure(s):  (please 

indicate)                      

1 collection guide; 5,000 digital images for publication; direct engagement of user community

Other ouput measure(s) to 

date: 

 
 

3. b. Project Outputs Narrative (limit 250 words) 

 
Review of collections and data : All collection materials were inventoried; processing plan for 

materials was completed and approved by OHS. All metadata was reviewed and prepared for 

migration to Archivists’ Toolkit database. 

 



Collection processing : Collection processing plan was reviewed and approved by Oregon 

Historical Society; selected record storage cartons were replaced and media items rehoused; 

confidential information was redacted from files. 

 

 

Data migration and Database development : A legacy Access database for OFP media archives 

and a folder level inventory of files were combined and imported into the OFN’s Archivist 

Toolkit database.  

 

Web development : A project to create web-based folklore fieldwork forms with the UO 

Libraries' Internet Media Group has resulted in completion of beta release of fieldwork forms 

which are currently being tested and evaluated. Following additional development, the forms will 

be used by Oregon Folklife Network in survey of Southern Oregon. 

 

Outreach :  Outreach to the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs Culture & Heritage Dept. 

resulted in two meetings and an agreement to share photographs in collections relating to tribes 

in Oregon. Outreach to OHS, OFN, and UO Libraries resulted in loan of collections and a 

strategic alliance between the two organizations. 

 
4. Project Outcomes (limit 250 words all together including a-c) 

 

4.a. Desired change in knowledge, skills or abilities of grant participants 

 

This project strengthened the Oregon Folklife Network’s ability to provide programing in 

support of folklife, traditional arts and artists, and arts education by making accessible the 

108 record storage cartons of documentation created by the professional folklorists at the 

Oregon Folklife program over a period of 20 years. The Oregon Folklife Program used 

the artist files in the OFP collections to support the launch of the traditional arts 

apprenticeship program; two graduate students used collections in research projects on 

rural artists in Oregon; images from collections are used in OFN website and promotional 

materials. The metadata from the collection, including subject vocabularies and identifier 

schemes, as imported in into an Archivists’ Toolkit database, will provide the foundation 

for the Oregon Folklife Network’s archives management program. 

 

4.b. Methodology(ies) of measuring used 

 

4.c. Results and Interpretation 

 

The project resulted in the publication of a guide to the OFP collections in the Northwest 

Digital Archives database, a database of guides to primary resources in 35 regional 

repositories and a popular academic research tool.  

 

The project resulted in the scanning of 4,800 slides to be published in the Northwest 

Folklife Digital Collection for purposes of public access and academic instruction in the 

UO Folklore Program. 

 



The project resulted in in strengthened working relationships between cultural heritage 

organations, specifically Oregon Historical Society, UO Libraries, Oregon Folklife 

Network, Confederated Tribes of Warm Spring Culture & Heritage Dept., as reflected in 

a recent strategic alliance agreement between OHS and OFN and a repatriation effort for 

tribal images in OFP collections. 

 

The project resulted in folklore fieldwork tool that will support OFN programs in Fall 

2014. Work with OFP collections data informed American Folklore Society’s National 

Folklore Archives Initiative. 

 

5. Other Results (optional- limit 200 words) 

 

6.  What plans, if any, have you made for follow-up or continuation of this project?  (optional-

limit 200 words) 

 

A MARC record for the OFP collections will be published in June 2013. 

The finding aid for the OFP collections will be revised by Archives of Northwest Folklore 

student archivists. 

The Archives of Northwest Folklore will proceed with the repatriation of images to the Conf. 

Tribes of Warm Springs by preparing a review of collections and data for images with tribal 

content.  

 

7. What were the significant lessons learned in the course of the project that others considering a 

similar project should know? (optional – limit 250 words) 

 

8. Anecdotal Information (optional – limit 250 words) 

 

 

 

  



Appendix 1: Screen Shot of Folklore Fieldwork Tool 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Oregon Folklife Program 
Collections, 1988-2009
The archives of Oregon’s state folklife 
program from 1988 to 2009 includes 
slides and photographs, audio and 
video recordings, and research files 
and exhibit materials on traditional 
arts, crafts, music, and dance in 
Oregon’s cultural communities.

The collections are publicly available 
for classroom instruction, academic 
research, public presentation, 
community use, and personal 
enrichment at the University of 
Oregon Libraries, courtesy of the 
Oregon Historical Society.
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The collections include
•  folklore fieldwork slides and 

photographs
•  sound recordings and transcripts 

of interviews
•  publications and exhibit materials
•  learning units for grades 3-6
•  radio and video productions
•  research files and administrative 

materials

The collections document
•  maritime culture in Coos and 

Lincoln counties
•  Mexican American folklife in 

Hermiston
•  folklife in Lane County and the 

Willamette Valley
•  Native American cradleboard, tule 

mat, and basket making
•  Russian Old Believers in 

Woodburn
•  refugee communities in the 

Portland Metro area
•  Asian, Latino, and Slavic 

traditions in Oregon
•  folklife in Eastern Oregon 

communities 
•  Laotian music and dance
•  Hmong wedding ceremony songs

A guide to the collections 
is published online 

in the Northwest Digital Archives. 
nwda.orbiscascade.org

We must realize that 
folklore archives 
represent more than 
storage space. Folklore 
collections are . . . the 
most telling evidence of 
the vitality of cultural 
tradition in our country 
as well as elsewhere.

– Barre Toelken, founder of the Archives 
of Northwest Folklore.

Selected items from the 
collections are available 
online in the Northwest 

Folklife Digital Collection: 
oregondigital.org/digcol/folklore

A collaboration of the Oregon Historical 
Society, UO Libraries, and Oregon 
Folklife Network.


