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A free service makes The Oregonian accessible to visually impaired Oregonians

The State Library begins signing up new users for NFB-NEWSLINE today 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

August 2, 2006

Salem – Beginning today, blind and other print-disabled Oregonians will be able to enjoy The Oregonian newspaper over their morning coffee (or any other time they want) through a service called NFB-NEWSLINE.  The service makes content from participating newspapers and magazines accessible by touch-tone phone 24-hours a day, seven days a week. 

"For blind people or even seniors who can no longer read small newsprint, this means much more than just being able to enjoy the morning paper," said Carla McQuillan, president of the National Federation of the Blind of Oregon (NFBO). "It also means being connected to social and political life in our communities."  

Joyce Green of Portland knows firsthand how important this connection is. Visually impaired from an early age, Green is a volunteer with the Rose City Chapter of the NFBO involved in testing Oregon’s NFB-NEWSLINE during the past few months.  She said the service is helping her stay in touch. “I don’t feel left out anymore when my friends and family members are talking about something in the news,” said Green. “Having daily access to the newspaper means I’m on equal footing with everyone else.” 

Previously offered in other states, NFB-NEWSLINE is newly available in Oregon through a partnership of the National Federation of the Blind of Oregon, Oregon Commission for the Blind, and the Oregon State Library.  Funding is provided by private donations. 

“We’re very pleased to offer NFB-NEWSLINE with daily content from The Oregonian, the Salem Statesman-Journal, and the Associated Press of Oregon,” said Linda Mock, director of the Oregon Commission for the Blind.  According to Mock, there are plans to add another major Oregon newspaper to the service in the coming months.  

Participating newspapers provide digital transmissions each morning of publication.  The transmissions are reformatted for conversion to synthetic speech, and then, uploaded to the NFB-NEWSLINE.  

“This service is an important benefit for those who cannot read conventional print or turn a page,” said State Librarian Jim Scheppke.  Scheppke estimates as many as 50,000 Oregonians may be eligible, including seniors who are experiencing decreases in eyesight and physical dexterity.
To sign up for the service, individuals should complete an application with the State Library either online or by mail.  Users are given an access code and call a toll-free number to hear articles from available newspapers. They can browse the papers, choosing or skipping parts as they wish. The menu allows the user to change the speed and voice and to search for a particular word or subject.  

For more information about eligibility and to sign up for the service, contact the State Library’s Talking Book and Braille Services, toll free at 800-452-0292, or visit the State Library’s Talking Books Web site, www.tbabs.org. 

###

The NFB-NEWSLINE first began in 1995 and is a service of the National Federation of the Blind, Baltimore, Maryland.  NFB-NEWSLINE currently offers more than 230 national and local newspapers and magazines.  For more information, visit www.nfb.org.

The National Federation of the Blind of Oregon (NFBO) is a state affiliate of the National Federation of the Blind, providing advocacy and support for blind persons and their families. Contact the NFBO at 800-422-7093 or www.nfb-or.org.
The Oregon Commission for the Blind is the state agency that assists blind Oregonians in making informed choices and decisions to achieve full inclusion and integration in society through employment, independent living, and social self-sufficiency. Contact the Commission at 888-202-5463 or www.cfb.state.or.us/Blind.
The Oregon State Library serves 7,000 print-disabled Oregonians through its program, Talking Book and Braille Services, in partnership with public libraries and other agencies. Call 800-452-0292, or visit the Web site, www.tbabs.org.
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