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	Library Board News


STATE LIBRARY BOARD MEETS IN STAYTON
The June 13th meeting of the State Library Board of Trustees will be held at the Stayton Public Library which recently expanded their library after an award-winning community fundraising effort. The Stayton Public Library Foundation was this year’s recipient of the Oregon Library Association’s Library Supporter of the Year Award for having raised funds to more than double the size of the library. The Board will tour the facility and hear about the fundraising effort. In their business meeting, the Board will hear recommendations of the Library Services and Technology Act Advisory Council about invitations to submit applications for competitive grants in 2009. The Board will also hear recommendations from the Board Budget Committee on the budget request to Governor Kulongoski for the 2009-11 biennium and from the Talking Book and Braille Services Advisory Council about expenditure of donation funds in 2008-09. The Board will also deliberate on the process for the biennial evaluation of the State Librarian and adopt an evaluation of ORS 307.160 which provides tax exemptions to private libraries that serve the public. The meeting begins at 9:00 a.m. at the Stayton Public Library in Stayton.
BOARD BUDGET COMMITTEE DEVELOPS 2009-11 BUDGET REQUEST
Every other year a committee of the State Library Board develops a budget request to submit to the Governor for the upcoming biennium. This year the budget committee, chaired by Board member Richard Turner of Portland, met three times to develop a proposal that will go to the full Board on June 13th. The recommendation calls for a base budget of $15.3 million that would continue the current programs and services of the library. In addition, the Committee is recommending four “policy packages” that would supplement the base budget. One package would shift funding for 2.5 FTE positions in the Library Development Services Division from federal LSTA funds to state funds which would free up over $400,000 during the biennium that could be used for grant projects or other projects to directly benefit Oregon libraries. Another package would improve citizen access to state government information on the Oregon.gov website, allowing citizens to get help via live chat, email and a knowledge base. A third package would double the funding for the Ready to Read Grant program to $2 per child and would target the additional funds on creating better partnerships between public libraries and Head Start programs and other early literacy programs. The final package would add a student worker position to Talking Book and Braille Services. If all of the packages were approved by the Legislature, the State Library budget would be $17.6 million in 2009-11.
	State Library News


TBABS KIDS ARE DOWNLOADING FREE AUDIO AND E-BOOKS
The School Download Library (SDL) is a free online catalog where blind and print-disabled children and young adults can find audio and e-books. SDL launched in October of 2007 and since then the collection of fiction and non-fiction books for download has grown to nearly 1,200 titles. With the ability to browse by grade level or subject, or conduct complex searches, the website is easy enough for kids and grown-ups alike. In order to for a child to request an SDL “library card and pin number” they just need to be a registered TBABS patron. Right now about 1/3 of TBABS’ young patrons are signed up for this service, so talk to your young blind and print-disabled kids today about exploring the great catalog at the School Download Library!
	Other Library News


OREGON LIBRARY SUPPORTERS LOBBY CONGRESS ON LEGISLATIVE DAY
Eight Oregon librarians and library supporters visited Capitol Hill on May 14th to press for more federal funding for libraries and to advocate on other issues affecting libraries. State Library Board Chair Doug Henrichs and OLA Legislative Committee Chair Janet Webster led the delegation that also included State Librarian Jim Scheppke, OLA President-Elect Mary Ginnane, OASL President-Elect Merrie Olson, OLA Academic Division Past-Chair Janeanne Rockwell-Kincannon, Jackson County Library Librarian Amy Blossom, and Multnomah County Library Friends President Anne Pearson. The group visited the offices of all five Oregon Representatives and both Oregon senators. Most of the meetings were with staff, but the group did meet face-to-face with Representative Greg Walden and Senator Ron Wyden. The group pressed for more funding for the Library Services and Technology Act and for the Improving Literacy Through School Libraries Act. They also asked for a renewal of the federal county payments program that supports public library services in Southern Oregon. Amy Blossom was able to speak from her experience about the needs of libraries in Jackson, Josephine and Douglas Counties. The group also discussed other important federal library issues such as the need for “orphan works” legislation, open access to federally-funded research, and simplification of the FCC E-rate application process. In general, the group found Oregon’s congressional delegation to be very supportive and interested in library issues.

ASSOCIATION FOR RURAL AND SMALL LIBRARIES CONFERENCE IN SACRAMENTO
This year's ARSL Annual Conference will be hosted in Sacramento, CA from September 19-21. The conference will feature speakers such as George Needham and Jessamyn West. Workshops will cover topics such as "Top 10 Things You Can Do Now to Improve Your Collection" and "I Wanna Be 2.0! Web Services for Smaller or Underfunded Libraries". Visit the ARSL Conference Website for more information.
	P.S. (From the State Librarian)


Our colleague Tony Greiner, who is a librarian at Portland Community College, wrote a very thoughtful and well-written opinion piece that was published in the May 1 issue of Library Journal. In it he argues that “the biggest factor keeping minorities out of our profession isn’t racism or neglect but the financial burden that accompanies our entry-level degree.” If we were serious about dealing with minority underrepresentation among the ranks of librarians, Greiner believes we would make the Bachelor’s degree our entry-level degree.
Why, Greiner asks, does librarianship require the Master’s degree at the entry-level when professions in education, business, health, public administration, and engineering do not?
Way back in 2001 a group of Western state librarians and a group of deans from library schools in the West had a very stimulating day-long discussion of this same issue. In doing some background research that I presented at the meeting, I learned that the MLS as librarianship’s entry-level degree is a fairly recent invention. It wasn’t until ALA adopted its 1951 Standards for Accreditation of library school programs that the BLS degree, which was common in the early decades of the 20th century, was rejected as the entry-level degree, and the 5th year Master’s degree was embraced. The thinking was that by requiring librarians to have a Master’s degree, librarians’ status and prestige would increase, salaries would rise, and librarians would have greater expertise.
At that same meeting Dr. Keith Swigger, then the dean at the library school at Texas Women’s University, shared his ideas about why we would do well to return to the BLS degree as the entry-level degree. He advanced a number of good reasons to do this, including the fact that status and prestige and salaries for librarians had not risen in the past five decades. He believed that entry-level work in librarianship is not so complicated that a college graduate, properly educated, can’t do it. The Master’s degree could still be available for advanced study, much like it is for teachers. He saw that the quality of graduate programs could be enhanced because they would no longer have to include beginner level curricula. Like Greiner, he saw that this would solve the problem that entry-level librarians’ salaries are not commensurate with the investment required to earn a graduate degree. And that it would solve the problem of librarians being (as he put it) “too old, too white, too female.”
I must say I found his arguments persuasive then, just as I find Greiner’s arguments persuasive today. Can library education change? Greiner is doubtful, and so am I. When it comes to library education, we tend to be a very conservative profession. – Jim Scheppke
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