OREGON RECREATIONAL BOATING
ACCIDENT STATISTICS — 2005

The following statistics were taken from boating accident reports received by the State Marine Board for 2005
Accidents involving death, injury, or property damage exceeding $2,000 must be reported.

Comments on the year...

In 2005, there were 74 recreational boating accidents in Oregon, in which 15 people were killed. The fatality
rate almost doubled from .42 in 2004 to .80 in 2005 per 10,000 registered boats.

Of the 15 fatalities, 7 of the victims were in motorized boats. Something a little unusual is that 8 of the 15 were
wearing life jackets, but 1 of the 8 put on the life jacket while in the water and the jacket was too small and 2
had life jackets on that were not secured or fitted properly. Something to note, it is important to not only wear a
life jacket, but wear one that is the proper size. Otherwise the life jacket may offer little support and could

actually hinder the situation.

Nine of the fatalities happened on the rivers of Oregon.

Alcohol was involved for 4 of the 15 deaths.

Oregon U.S.

Registered Fatality Fatality

Boats | Accidents* Fatalities Rate** Rate**

1996 195,080 115 8 41 71
1997 197,315 123 19 .96 .67
1998 197,634 120 20 1.01 .65
1999 196,102 98 16 .82 .58
2000 194,828 100 14 72 .55
2001 194,615 70 14 72 .53
2002 194,582 80 16 .82 .58
2003 197,591 74 18 .92 .55
2004 190,142 54 9 42 .53
2005 187,640 74 15 .80 54




ANALYSIS OF FATAL BOATING ACCIDENTS - 2005

Activity Type of Accident
At Anchor..........ccoceeeen. 0 CaPSIZING weveeiieiiiiiiiieie e 8
Cruising ......cccvveeeeeeennns 0 Collision W/VeSSel........ccoovviiiiieiiiiiiiiinne 1
Drifting .....evveeeeeieeiiii 0 Collision w/Fixed Object .........ccccceevvunnnn 0
Fishing.....cccccceeiiiiinnnn 5 Collision w/Submerged Object.................. 1
Hunting .......cccceeeiiiinnnen. 0 Falls Overboard ..........cccoooiviiieiiieiiiii, 3
Water Skiing.................. 0 SINKING e 0
Whitewater Sports......... 2 Grounding .......coovevvieereeeee e 0
UKNOWN ...oovvvveeeeeeienee, 8 Flooding/Swamping .........ccccccvveeeeeiicnnnnen, 1
Person Struck by Boat..........ccccceeeevvnnnnnee, 1
Craft Type Boat Length
Open Motorboat ............ 6 Lessthan 107 .....cccccoveeei i 2
Cabin Motorboat............ 1 L0027 i 2
Inflatable...........cccceeee. 2 L3706 i 5
Canoe/Kayak................. 4 L7720 e 5
PWC ... 2 204 o 1
Driftboat.......ccccceeviennnen 0
Gender
Body of Water MaUE ..o 14
RIVEr .oooiiiiiiiiiiie, 9 Female ... 1
LaKe...coovuveeeiiiieeeiiien, 2
Ocean.......ccccvveeeeeeennnns 0
Bay ...ccccoiiiiii 4
Reservoir..........ccooeuueee. 0
Personal Flotation Devices
Water Temperature PFD Not Used..........cevvvvvveiererirerereennnnns 7 **
40 & Below ........cceeeennnee 1 PED WOIN ..o 8
41-50 ..ciiiiiiiiiieee e 5
B1-60 oonii 7 *Life jacket not worn at time of accident, put on in water
BL-70 oo 0 may have been too small for victim. Victim’s life jacket
Above 70 ......ccceeeviiienenns 2 cut by survivor.
UKNOWN ..o, 0
**ife jacket not secured properly
Waterbody Type
Rivers Lake

Columbia River, E. of 1-205 Bridge

Columbia River Mouth, Buoy #8

lllinois River, Miami Bar

McKenzie River, Confluence of Mohawk River
Rogue River, Galice Chutes*

Willamette River, N. of Wallace Marine Park*
Willamette River, North Fork

Agency Lake

*2 deaths

Detroit Lake, Mongold State Park

Cause of Accident

Alcohol ... 4
Hazardous Waters...........cccccceeeeennnns 4
Improper Anchoring.........ccccceeeeennees 0
Op. INEXPJEITON oo 1
Excessive Speed.........occvvieeiiiiinnins 1
Restricted ViSion..........occcvvieeiiiiinins 0
Weather Condition.............cccceevvuneen. 0
Operator Inexperience.............ccveee... 2
People on Gunwale, Bow

OF TranSOM .....ccoevveeeeieeeeeee 1
Passenger/Skier Behavior................. 1
Machinery Failure..........cccccceveeeiinnnns 1

Month

January ... 0
February ..., 3
March.......ccoooiiini e, 0
Y o SRR 0
MaAY ..o 1
JUNE ..o 1
JUIY e 5
AUGUSE . 1
September ..., 2
OCtODEr ..., 0
NOVEMDBET ..., 0
December.......ccueeiiiiiiiiie s 2

under 18......ccevvvvieiiiiiiee e 0
18-25 oo 1
26-35 1
36-50 i 8
OVEr 50 ... 5
Bay
Alsea Bay*

Nestucca Bay
Tillamook Bay

*2 deaths




