FBI PUBLICATIONS
These are links to several FBI publications.  Oregon Law Enforcement agencies must remember that formats and codes used to report to the Oregon Uniform Crime Reporting (OUCR) program are not the same as the codes and formats found in these FBI publications.  These publications are provided only as an additional resource to aid in understanding the rules and definitions of offenses that apply to uniform crime reporting.

(FBI) Uniform Crime Reporting Handbook
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/handbook/ucrhandbook04.pdf
This is the “bible” for all uniform crime reporting.  It contains the rules and offense definitions that OUCR is founded on.  It is not only useful to those reporting in the “old” OUCR-1 format, but also has great value to agencies reporting in the Oregon-NIBRS format.

(FBI) National Incident Based Reporting System (NIBRS) Handbooks

Volume 1:  Data Collection Guidelines

http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/nibrs/manuals/v1all.pdf
This publication is similar to the UCR Handbook above.  It provides offense definitions, some incident examples, and information on the “structure” or “architecture” of the overall NIBRS format.  Oregon-NIBRS agencies will find this volume to be the most informative of the 3 NIBRS publications listed here.

Volume 2:  Data Submission Specifications

http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/nibrs/manuals/v2all.pdf
This publication provides information on the logic of how incident records are reported to NIBRS.  This is the blueprint that was used in the development of the Oregon-NIBRS program, albeit O-NIBRS has greatly expanded the number of data elements collected.  Programmers and system developers may find this publication useful, but most others will find it confusing or even downright frightening!  Remember, it is software that does all the work that this publication outlines!

Volume 4:  Error Message Handbook

http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/nibrs/manuals/v4all.pdf
This publication outlines some of the mandatory fields that must be correctly populated with data.  It also defines FBI error codes.  Again, this publication is of most use to programmers and system developers.  In fact, FBI error messages will rarely go directly to any O-NIBRS agencies.  FBI error messages are sent to OUCR.  In turn, OUCR translates those error messages to fit the O-NIBRS format and we will work with individual agencies to make corrections to any errors encountered.

