Automated Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS)
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q:
What are the reasons why an AFIS search might not generate a viable candidate for comparison? 
A:
There are many reasons why an AFIS search might not generate a viable candidate.
· The person who made the latent print may not have a ten print record (fingerprints) in the system (if the person does not have a SID, they will not be in the system).  People who have been arrested, people who have applied for a concealed handgun license and law enforcement personnel are the most common people to have fingerprints on file.  A common misconception is that teacher’s fingerprints remain on file; although teachers are fingerprinted their records are not retained.  Other fingerprint records are retained per statute.  For more information on this, please contact Mike Heintzman at ID Services (503‑373‑1808 ext 227).
· The fingerprints on file may be smudged or not fully rolled causing the person to not appear as a potential candidate.
· The latent print could be so distorted (compared to the fingerprints on file) that the system doesn’t think the fingerprints on file are close enough to the latent print being searched to have the candidate compared by an analyst. 
Q:
When will you be able to search palm prints in AFIS?
A:
We are expecting to undergo an upgrade in 2009 that will allow us to search palm prints.
Q:  
Which state or federal databases are normally searched?
A:
We normally search the databases in Oregon, Alaska, Montana, Wyoming, Idaho, Nevada and Utah (collectively called the Western Identification Network [WIN]).  Under special circumstances, we may also search California, Washington (Washington is projected to become part of WIN in 2009) and the FBI’s IAFIS database (which contains certain federal records along with records from all 50 states).  The circumstances that control these additional searches include crime type, location of the crime and other information that you provide to the lab.
Q:  
What can I do if I need to have the latent prints from my case searched in the California, Washington and/or the FBI database(s)?
A:
Contact your local laboratory to discuss the details of the case.  We maintain contractual obligations with these agencies requiring us to limit searches.  Our standard policy limits these searches to the most serious offenses and situations where the search is most likely to produce relevant information.
Q:
Why can’t all latent fingerprints be searched in AFIS?

A:
The WIN database contains more than 36 million individual fingerprints.  The latent print needs to possess sufficient information for the computer to adequately search and generate potential candidates for comparison.  If the latent print does not possess sufficient information, the computer is unable to provide meaningful candidates for comparison.
Q:  
What does Latent Print Registration mean?
A:  
When a latent print is entered and searched through AFIS and does not subsequently result in an individualization, the latent print is stored (i.e., registered) in the Unsolved Latent Data Base.  A registered latent will remain in the Unsolved Latent Data Base for the duration of the statute of limitations of the crime plus 1 year (i.e., a latent from a theft case would remain in the system for 4 years).  When new fingerprints are entered into the system, they are searched against the registered latent prints.  The AFIS system will automatically notify the lab when these newly entered fingerprints should be compared to a registered latent print.

