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O n May 20, an OSP Fish and Wildlife Division 
trooper, assisted by an OSP Patrol sergeant, 

Grant County SO, and numerous other emergency 
personnel and volunteers, saved a 90-year-old man 
who was quickly succumbing to hypothermia as he 
clung to his submerged car in the middle of the John 
Day River.  The trooper put himself at significant 
risk, entering the river and performing a swift water 
rescue before being pulled back to shore.   
 
On this May Thursday, at about 1:55 p.m., Grant 
County 9-1-1 received a report of a car in the John 
Day River in the Picture Gorge area of the John Day 
Fossil Beds National Park, about five miles west of 
Dayville in Grant County.  OSP troopers, Grant 
County SO deputies, and emergency personnel responded to the scene.  Upon arrival, they discovered a car 
submerged in the middle of the John Day River, which was at high flows due to recent rain in the area.  The 
driver, Milton Pearlman, age 90, had reportedly been in freezing water for over 30 minutes when officers 
arrived and was quickly succumbing to hypothermia.  Pearlman was traveling westbound when he failed to 
negotiate a curve and went into the river.  The car drifted downstream about 800 feet before getting stuck on 
a submerged large rock.   
 
As soon as he arrived at the scene, Division Tpr. Marvin Ritter (John Day) quickly assessed the situation and 
determined a course of action.  Ritter initiated a swift water rescue by donning a life jacket and tying a line 
onto himself.  Since the ropes he had were too short, he had to tie three ropes together, utilizing a rope from 
a local rancher who stopped to assist.  Ritter entered the John Day River, several hundred feet above the 
Pearlman, and was able to swim across to the middle of the river, even as the swift current carried him 
downstream.   
 
Ritter grabbed onto the car and reached Pearlman, placing a life jacket on Pearlman and then tying off 
Pearlman to himself.  Numerous emergency personnel, deputies, and Sgt. Gordon Larson (Patrol, John Day) 
pulled Ritter and Pearlman back to shore.  Immediately upon arrival, medical responders treated Pearlman 
and quickly rushed him to John Day Hospital for treatment of hypothermia.   
 
Pearlman was traveling in Eastern Oregon to see the sites and had left Baker City for Condon when this 
incident occurred.  Larson and Ritter visited Pearlman that night at the hospital and reported he was doing 
very well and in good spirits.  Pearlman was held overnight, treated, and released to his family.   
 
Ritter has worked for OSP for five years in the Fish and Wildlife Division in John Day.  He had previous law 
enforcement experience before joining OSP.  Ritter’s heroic actions involved considerable risk, and he 
clearly saved Pearlman’s life.  In addition to OSP and Grant County SO, those who assisted at the scene 
included volunteer ambulance and fire personnel from Dayville, ODOT, and numerous passing motorists. 

90-Year-Old Man Rescued from John Day River 

Trooper rescuing man from river.  Photo credit:  File 
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AIS Aquatic Invasive Species 
ATV All-Terrain Vehicle 
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BLM Bureau of Land Management 
BUII/DUII Boating/Driving Under the                 
 Influence of Intoxicants 
Capt.  Captain 
CDFG California Department of 
 Fish and Game 
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 Environmental Quality 
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NOAA National Oceanic and 
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ODF Department of Forestry 
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 Wildlife 
ODOT Department of Transportation 
OHA Oregon Hunters Association 
OSMB Oregon State Marine Board 
PFD Personal Flotation Device 

Rct. Recruit 
Sgt. Sergeant 
SIU Special Investigations Unit 
Sr. Senior 
SO Sheriff’s Office 
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Tpr. Trooper 
UPCS Unlawful Possession of 
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USCG U.S. Coast Guard 
USFS U.S. Forest Service 
USFWS U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
WDFW Washington Department of 
 Fish and Wildlife 
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Dispositions 

Notable May Dispositions 

Sr. Tpr. Collom and Sr. Tpr. Cushman (Central Point) conducted an investigation 
after they received information alleging a Shady Cove subject and a Butte Falls 
subject worked together using bait and hounds to kill black bear and cougar.  In 
March 2009, troopers served a search warrant at the Shady Cove subject’s residence 
and seized nearly 60 items of evidence.  The investigation resulted in charging the 
first subject with 15 counts of wildlife crimes and the Butte Falls subject for his 
involvement with killing a black bear using dogs.  Both subjects pled guilty in early 
2009 to Unlawfully Using Dogs to Pursue and Kill a Cougar in the Shady Cove-
area.  Oregon law mandates that a person’s second conviction for the offense of using 
dogs to pursue and kill a bear or cougar results in a lifetime hunting suspension.  The 
first subject pled guilty to three counts of Hunting Bear/Cougar with Dogs/Bait and 
one count of Illegal Possession of Wildlife and was sentenced to lifetime hunting 
license suspension, forfeiture of seized items, 24 months probation, 80 hours of community service, and $2,001 in fines and restitution.  The second 
subject pled guilty to one count of Hunting Bear with Dogs and was sentenced to lifetime hunting license suspension, 24 months probation,           
64 hours of community service, and $1,340 in fines and restitution.   

Lifetime Hunting Suspensions for Two Southern Oregon Men 

Items seized during investigation.  Photo credit:  File 

Sr. Tpr. Caldwell (Burns) received a disposition involving a Nevada 
couple who falsely applied for hunting licenses and elk tags and 
harvested an elk in 2009.  The husband and wife each pled guilty to 
False Application for Hunting License and Tags and were each 
sentenced to two years bench probation, two years hunting license 
suspension, and restitution ($2,300 husband, $1,500 wife).  Nevada 
game wardens assisted with the investigation. 
 
In October 2009, Sr. Tpr. Allison (Central Point) saw a suspect run a 
stop sign in his truck and a vehicle pursuit ensued.  The suspect fled a 
half-mile down a road; headed another direction; failed to make a 
corner; skidded up a driveway; and drove through 20 feet of chain-link 
fence, a cow pasture, two more fences, an irrigation ditch, and through 
another cow pasture, where his clutch went out.  The suspect bailed out 
of his truck and fled on foot over a fence and through another cow 
pasture.  Allison caught up with the suspect and took him into custody 
and lodged him in the Jackson County Jail on several charges.  The 
court convicted the suspect on Attempting to Elude a Police Officer, 
Unlawful Use of a Motor Vehicle, and Reckless Endangering 
another Person and sentenced him to $1,789 in fines and fees, one year 
driver license suspension, 13 months prison, and 18 months probation, 
with several more months of jail time suspended. 

Sr. Tpr. Bennett (Grants Pass) had a trial regarding a subject he cited for 
Disturbing the Trap of a Licensed Trapper (violation).  The court 
found the subject guilty and fined him $57.00. 
 
Two subjects Sr. Tpr. Coggins (Enterprise) cited for Hunting on the 
Enclosed Lands of Another were each sentenced to a $250 fine, one 
year bench probation, 30 hours community service, and three years 
hunting license suspension. 
 
A subject Tpr. O’Connor (Astoria) cited for Taking Deer Closed 
Season pled guilty and was sentenced to two years hunting license 
suspension, 18 months probation, forfeit .22 caliber rifle, $1,458 fines, 
and $1,000 restitution to ODFW.   The deer was taken in Columbia 
County and dumped in Clatsop County.  The Waste of Wildlife case is 
still pending in Clatsop County.  
 
In 2009, Sr. Tpr. Wilson (Ontario) cited a subject for Unlawful Taking 
of Antelope after evidence found on the suspect’s truck was DNA-
tested at IDFG’s Forensic Laboratory and revealed the crime did occur.  
The suspect was sentenced to two years probation, two years hunting 
license suspension, $2,000 fine, $800 restitution to ODFW, and $214 
restitution to OSP for DNA analysis costs.  

mailto:patricia.bauer@state.or.us�
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Tpr. Van Meter (Newport) checked two commercial bait 
shrimp boats in Alsea Bay and discovered a deckhand on 
each boat did not possess a bait fishers license.  She cited 
each subjects for No Commercial Bait Fishing License. 
 
Tpr. Bowen’s (Coos Bay) investigation of a subject stealing 
a halibut in Charleston resulted in Bowen citing the subject 
for Theft—Third Degree and a dock worker for Failing to 
Weigh Halibut at the Time of Landing (violation). 
 
Sgt. Katzenstein (The Dalles) received a report on illegal 
gillnetting at Taylor Lake in The Dalles.  He contacted two 
subjects with an ODFW permit for The Dalles Pool ponds; 
however, Taylor Lake is outside the permitted area.  
Katzenstein cited one subject for Taking Fish Prohibited 
Method—Gillnet (Closed Area) and seized 18 carp.  
 
Sr. Tpr. Van Prooyen (Gold Beach)  and Tpr. Keeler (Coos 
Bay) responded to a report about a live fish buyer buying 
and filleting fish at the Port of Bandon dock.  They 
determined no filleting operation had taken place.  Keeler 
warned the buyer, as his live fish transportation permit did 
not list his new vehicle license.  Van Prooyen forwarded 
information to ODFW Newport and OSP Portland. 
 
Sr. Tpr. Klepp (Astoria) cited two men, one for No 
Commercial Shellfish Harvest Permit and the other for 
Aiding in a Commercial Shellfish Violation.  One man 
was dumping his “recreational” clams into the commercial 
harvester’s bucket.  These two men matched descriptions of 
two men doing the same thing near the Columbia River 
South Jetty.  Klepp cited two other harvesters Failure to 
Document Commercial Razor Clams in Logbook.  
 
Sr. Tpr. Klepp (Astoria) received a call at home regarding a 
commercial vessel participating in the Select Area Fishery 
with a gillnet fully deployed beneath the Young’s Bay 
Bridge.   The net was set against the stationary bridge 
supports extending into the water, thus prohibiting the net 
to drift with the current.  Klepp responded and observed the 
net.  Using the skiff, he contacted the fisherman sleeping 
and cited him for Fishing Salmon Prohibited Method—
Failure to Allow Gillnet to Drift with Current/Net 
Affixed to Stationary Object and seized 10 Chinook. 
 
Sr. Tpr. Van Prooyen (Gold Beach) observed a subject 
walking from a fish cleaning station at the Port of Gold 
Beach to his commercial live fish boat on a trailer in the 
parking lot carrying a large ice chest that appeared heavy.  
Upon contact, the subject stated he had been commercially 
live fish fishing.  When asked what was in the ice chest, the 
subject stated rockfish and lingcod fillets.  After inspecting 
his commercial fish ticket, Van Prooyen determined no 
buyback for the fish had been done.  The subject stated that 
after he sold his live fish, his buyer for the dead fish had 
closed.  The subject was cited for Unlawful Retention of 
Commercial-Caught Groundfish, and fillets were seized. 

While checking sport vessels as they returned to the Empire boat ramp, Tpr. Keeler 
(Coos Bay) located undersized Dungeness crab.  One vessel had five undersized and 
another had eight undersized and one female.  The illegal crab were all returned to 
the bay, and Keeler cited the subjects for Possession of Undersized Shellfish.    
 
Low tides over a weekend brought numerous clammers to Newport.  Troopers spent 
time patrolling clam flats in Yaquina Bay, Alsea Bay, and the central beaches for 
illegal activities.  They contacted 45 clammers, resulting in multiple citations for No 
Shellfish License, one citation for Exceeding Daily Limit of Shellfish—Mussels 
(217 over the limit), and numerous warnings for a various shellfish violations. 
 
The Mid-Coast Team, Sr. Tpr. Torland (Newport), Sr. Tpr. Turnbo (Salem), and 
volunteers conducted saturation patrols on Tillamook and Netarts Bays looking for 
illegal clam activities.  During their efforts, troopers seized 745 clams, with three 
large overages:  Sgt. Hoodenpyl found three clammers who were 107 clams over 
their limit, Tpr. Galusha contacted a group who were 180 clams over, and Sr. Tpr. 
Guerra contacted one subject who was 51 over.  Troopers issued 16 citations for 
Exceeding Daily Bag Limit Bay Clams, one for Fail to Retain Broken Gaper 
Clam, one for Fail to Retain Gaper Clam, one for Digging Part of Another’s 
Limit, and one for Unlawful Possession Short Crab and numerous warnings.  One 
subject Galusha and Volunteer Buchanan contacted and cited on Tillamook Bay had 
dug two limits—one for himself and one for his three-month-old daughter.   

Astoria troopers worked Clatsop clam tides.  Tpr. O’Connor observed a razor clam 
harvester put clams in his jacket pockets.  Upon contact, the subject dumped his 
bucket and said he had his limit.  O’Connor asked how many were in his pockets.  
The subject pulled out two clams, stating that was all he had.  A consent search 
found 10 razor clams.  O’Connor cited the subject criminally for Exceeding the 
Daily Bag Limit of Razor Clams.  Sgt. Scroup worked with Volunteers Buchanan 
and Kelly.  He cited one subject for Taking Part of Another’s Daily Bag Limit of 
Razor Clams after she passed off clams to another and buried clams with broken 
shells.  Scroup cited another subject for Taking Part of Another’s Daily Bag Limit 
of Razor Clams.  This subject dumped out about 15 clams from his sack onto the 
sand and returned to digging, as two females picked the clams up and put them into 
their bags.  In Seaside, Sr. Tpr. Klepp observed a razor clam digger return to his 
vehicle with presumably a limit of razor clams, place them into his trunk, and drive 
off.  He contacted the subject an hour later at his vehicle several blocks north after 
observing him return with another sack of clams.  The subject produced his first 
“limit” from the trunk.  The subject harvested 18 clams twice thinking 1) the bag 
limit was 18 and 2) it was legal to get a “possession limit.”  Klepp cited the subject 
for Exceeding the Daily Bag Limit of Razor Clams and seized 21 clams.  

Commercial Violations Detected Considerable Number of Shellfish Violations Discovered 

Trooper checking clammers on Clatsop County beaches.  Photo credit:  File 
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Tpr. Schwartz (St. Helens) was observing anglers along 
the Gilbert River, when he noted three subjects exiting 
the area rather quickly.  One angler had a large military 
duffel bag over his shoulder, which appeared to contain a 
large sturgeon.  The anglers entered their vehicle and 
quickly drove from the area.  Schwartz ran back to his 
patrol truck, and pursued the vehicle, eventually stopping 
it about five miles from the angling area.  A consent 
search revealed an oversized, 64-inch sturgeon in the 
trunk of the vehicle.  Schwartz cited the subject who 
caught the sturgeon for Unlawful Retention of an 
Oversized Sturgeon and No 2010 Angling Harvest 
Card and a second angler for Unlawful Possession of 
Oversized Sturgeon and seized the sturgeon as evidence. 

Oversized Sturgeon Discovered in Trunk 

Oversized sturgeon seized.  Photo credit:  File 

Sr. Tpr. Klepp (Astoria) discovered violations above hatchery 
deadlines.  At Big Creek, he observed an angler foul-hook and fail to 
release a salmon in the back using a bare hook and pencil lead.  The 
subject tossed the salmon in the brush and began resuming his activity.  
Upon contact, Klepp found four salmon in the brush.  The subject 
admitted to retaining all four foul-hooked salmon above the deadline, as 
well as taking at least 10 salmon earlier in the month without a license.  
In addition, he fit the physical description of several complaints 
regarding snagging/exceeding in the area.  Klepp cited the subject for 
Failure to Release Foul-Hooked Salmon, Exceeding Daily Bag Limit 
of Salmon, Angling above Hatchery Deadline, and No Angling 
License/Salmon Harvest Card.   
 
Klepp received a tip regarding anglers sneaking above the Klaskanine 
Hatchery deadline just after dark targeting spring Chinook salmon.   
The complainant stated the suspects had “spotters” nearby and in the 
parking lot.  The next night, Klepp arrived plenty early, securely hid his 
patrol vehicle, found a hiding spot, and waited.  Several minutes later, 
two men arrived and angled in the area legally.  Just before dark, one 
man abruptly walked above the deadline and began angling in the 
closed area.  The other man remained above the bank and appeared to 
be on the lookout.  Klepp watched as the man lost one salmon near the 
shore.  He made contact in the parking lot as the men were about to 
leave.  Two salmon were found in the trunk, only one of which was 
validated.  Klepp issued three citations:  No Angling License/Salmon 
Harvest Card, Angling Salmon Prohibited Area—Above Hatchery 
Deadline, and Failure to Validate Salmon Harvest Card. 

Suspects Caught above Hatchery Deadlines 

While checking sport groundfish vessels returning to the Port of 
Charleston, Tpr. Keeler (Coos Bay) located one yelloweye rockfish and 
one canary rockfish onboard a vessel.  The subjects did not know who 
caught the fish; however, Keeler cited the one subject who took 
responsibility for Unlawful Take Prohibited Species—Yelloweye/
Canary Rockfish and seized the illegal fish. 
 
When Sr. Tpr. Stinnett (Gold Beach) arrived at the Port of Brookings, a 
subject walked up to him and said “I’m who you are looking for.”  
Dispatch advised that fish checkers had confiscated a canary rockfish, a 
prohibited species.  After collecting information, Stinnett contacted the 
checker who said the subject landed a canary rockfish, and the fish was 
at fish filleting company.  Stinnett verified the species then re-contacted 
and cited the suspect for Taking Canary Rockfish Closed Season. 
 
Tpr. Galusha (Tillamook) saw two subjects returning to their vehicles 
from Tillamook Bay carrying fishing rods and one subject had fish in a 
plastic bag.  Upon contact, the subjects were evasive in their actions and 
conversation.  An inspection revealed two undersized lingcod.  One 
subject admitted to fishing, and the other did not know the length 
requirements and did not measure the fish.  Galusha seized both fish 
and cited the subject for Unlawful Possession Undersized Lingcod. 
 
Sr. Tpr. Guerra (Tillamook) contacted a lingcod angler on Tillamook 
Bay who retained two undersized lingcod.  Guerra cited the subject for 
Unlawful Possession of Undersized Lingcod and seized both fish.  On 
another occasion, Guerra contacted a subject angling for rockfish off of 
the North Jetty in Tillamook Bay.  He found the subject had four black 
rockfish in his possession and did not have an angling license.  Guerra 
issued the subject a citation for Unlawful Possession Marine Fish and  
a warning for the license violation and seized the fish. 
 
Sgt. Lea (Coos Bay) contacted three sport boat anglers at the Port of 
Charleston who said they caught several rockfish and two lingcod.  Lea 
asked to see the lingcod and was told they were buried in a cooler but 
was assured they were over 23”.  The anglers were persuaded to 
produce the fish for inspection.  The subjects had placed the fish on a 
homemade measuring board that indicated the fish were about 23” long; 
however, the measuring board was marked incorrectly, and the fish 
measured 19” and 20”.  Lea cited the boat owner and seized the fish. 

Marine Fish Unlawfully Taken 
Sr. Tpr. Maher (Oakridge) contacted an angler at Hills Creek Reservoir, 
who had caught and retained two rainbow trout.  Maher inspected the 
trout for adipose fin clips.  He noticed one trout had its adipose fin 
freshly removed.  The angler told Maher he cut the fin off before 
reaching the dock.  He stated he was aware of the regulations, but he 
decided to keep the trout since it looked like it was going to die.  Maher 
recovered the cut-off adipose fin from the bottom of the boat.  Maher 
cited the angler for Unlawful Taking of Nonadipose Fin-Clipped 
Trout and Unlawful Mutilation of Game Fish—Rainbow Trout.  

Sr. Tpr. Hayes (Bend) patrolled the Cascade 
Lakes area and contacted several anglers.  
While attempting to contact a group on South 
Twin Lake, one subject dropped his rod and hid 
in the trees while Hayes issued his four partners 
citations for No Angling License.  The subject 
could not be located on foot, and the group was 
of no assistance.  Hayes returned to his vehicle, 
parked out of sight, and set up surveillance on 
the group.  While at their vehicle, the other 
angler returned and Hayes made contact.  The 
subject advised he would rather go to jail than 
talk with Hayes, so he was lodged in jail for  
No Nonresident Angling License. 

Lodged for No License 

Troopers Can Detect Freshly Cut-Off Fins 
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Sr. Tpr. Collom worked the upper Rogue River and Lost Creek Lake.  
Out of 28 anglers contacted, he issued five Keeping Trout Closed 
Season and No Angling License citations and 21 warnings (Angling 
Closed Season, Exceeding the Limit of Trout, No Angling License, No 
Angling Tag, Angling Prohibited Hours, and Illegal Campfire on       
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers property). 
 
Collom worked salmon anglers on the Rogue River below the hatchery 
and noted a group of male anglers fishing the mouth of the outflow, a 
well-posted closed area.  After watching them for about 10 minutes, he 
noticed an angler walking down from the closed area with a fishing rod.  
When he decided to watch from another location, he saw two other 
anglers fishing in the closed waters.  He hurriedly drove to the other 
side and caught the two walking up the bank from the outflow.  Collom 
asked how the fishing was, and the anglers replied they just came from 
Chief Hole and had not been fishing the outflow.  When Collom asked a 
second time, they again denied fishing the outflow.  He informed he 
witnessed them, and they admitted to the offense, claiming they did not 
understand his question.  He cited both for Angling Prohibited Area. 
 
Collom and Sr. Tpr. Cushman worked the Bridge Hole.  They observed 
possible leader length violations that did not require a stealth approach; 
so Cushman, the contact officer, drove in with no attempt to conceal his 
presence.  Immediately upon the marked vehicle coming into view, 
Collom noted several look-outs whistled, and all but a couple subjects 
stopped fishing.  Many “anglers” in this area snag more fish than they 
hook legally and stop angling when officers are or thought to be 
present.  The next day, Cushman made a stealth approach and reached 
the lookouts before they saw him.  Cushman cited one angler  using a 
10-foot leader for Angling with Prohibited Gear—Leader over Six 
Feet and warned several others for seven-foot range leaders.  One fish 
was foul-hooked and released as he was writing the citation.  An angler 
reported the ratio was five foul-hooked out of six fish landed, but all 
were released.  Another angler advised a subject snagged and retained a 
fish earlier, but he took off immediately, not to be seen again. 

At the Hatchery Hole, Sgt. Meyer contacted a salmon angler observed whipping his rod tip several times 
after each cast and found he was using a leader over six feet long and a large treble hook.  The subject 
explained this was one of his first few trips fishing there, and this is how he was told “everyone” does it 
there.  Meyer gave him an abbreviated lesson on legal gear and techniques, reminded him to read the 
regulations, and warned him.  Meyer also issued several warnings after the 7:00 p.m. closure to Hwy 62. 
 
Sgt. Meyer received a report about snaggers above Hayes Falls on the Rogue River using long leaders and 
treble hooks and hiding the fish in the brush nearby.  When Sr. Tpr. Thompson responded, he tried to 
sneak into the hole where the snaggers were, but the snaggers were tipped off.  Thompson was not able to 
make a snagging case.  However, he did cite one man, a convicted felon, for No Angling License and 
warned him for No Angling Tag.  Thompson could not find any fish.  The complainant changed his mind 
and would not stay around to identify the violators, because he was in fear of reprisal from the snaggers. 
 
Sr. Tpr. Allison observed an angler approach a group of anglers at Howard Prairie Reservoir with a fine 
limit of bass on his stringer.  This young man bragged to his father about his angling skill.  The father was 
admiring the catch as Allison approached and tried to hide them; but as Allison was only 10 feet away, 
this did not work well.  As the angler “forgot” to purchase his license, Allison cited him for No Angling 
License.   Allison was patrolling Hyatt Lake when he saw a bank angler with two fishing rods land a nice 
trout and start to unhook it.  At that time, the angler’s other rod got “hit,” and the angler threw down his first rod to set the hook on the second.  The 
second fish got away.  Allison contacted the angler and learned the angler did not have a two-rod license.  He cited the angler for the offense.  

Central Point Troops Discovered Poor Compliance on Area Waterways 

Sr. Tpr. Cushman worked the Rogue River targeting angling violations.  
On one patrol near the hatchery, Cushman warned five people for 
Angling for Trout Closed Season and cited two for license issues.  A 
subject observed using illegal gear above the Chief Hole finished  
angling, picked up his caught steelhead, and took to the trail.  Upon 
contact, Cushman found the fish was also not tagged.  Cushman cited 
him for Angling Prohibited Gear and warned him for the tag violation.  
 
Cushman worked Hayes Falls and Gold Nugget snag holes near Gold 
Hill.  He saw anglers hook and land several fish, with about six out of 
seven fish foul-hooked.  Most anglers were aware of Cushman’s 
presence, as he was conducting an informal snagging survey, so none of 
the snagged fish were kept.  He checked several tagged fish not 
observed hooked or landed and was assured they were legal.  He cited 
an angler at Powerhouse Rapids for Angling Closed Area. 
 
On another occasion, Cushman watched an angler catch two salmon 
within about 20 minutes of each other.  The first fish came in head first, 
but the second was hooked just behind the adipose fin.  The angler’s 
partner took the hook and placed it in the fish’s mouth.  This angler was 
slow in leaving the area.  When interviewed, the angler claimed he did 
not know where it was hooked; however, his partner admitted the fish 
was snagged, and they discussed whether to keep it.  Cushman cited the 
angler for Retaining Foul-Hooked Salmon. 
 
On another patrol at Hayes Falls, Cushman observed many fish caught, 
mostly foul-hooked.  These illegal fish were either released, broke off, 
or lost.  One angler who attempted to keep a foul-hooked fish decided 
trying to revive it would be more appropriate after seeing a trooper 
coming as he was carrying it up the bank.  Cushman cited the angler for 
Failing to Immediately Release Fish Unharmed. Cushman cited 
another subject for Retaining Foul-Hooked Salmon that was hooked 
near the adipose fin.  Ironically, when Cushman spoke to this angler the 
day before, the man joked about the first subject, implying at that time 
that snagging or keeping snagged fish was not acceptable behavior. 

Not all anglers were found out of compliance.        
Sgt. Meyer displays an angler’s morning’s catch near 
Gold Ray Dam.  Photo credit:  File (taken by angler) 
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Sr. Tpr. Canfield and Tpr. Van Meter (Newport) conducted an ocean 
patrol.  One boat contacted was seaward of the 40 fathom closure 
trolling.  When asked what they were trolling for, the subject stated 
lingcod and salmon.  The skipper was cited for Aiding in a Wildlife 
Offense—Angling Closed Area.  The troopers contacted another boat 
angling well inside the Stonewall YRCA (closure).  They issued two 
citations for Angling Prohibited Area.   
 
Tpr. Schwartz and Tpr. Vogel (St. Helens) conducted a boat patrol on 
the Columbia River.  While observing anglers, the troopers noted a 
subject walk out of sight for a slight period of time and later return with 
blood on his hands.  Upon contact, the angler admitted to taking an 
undersized sturgeon and was cited for Unlawful Retention of 
Undersize Sturgeon and No Angling License.  The troopers issued 
seven other license and tagging violation citations during the patrol. 
 
Rct. Herman (Astoria) and Tpr. Schwartz (St. Helens) conducted a boat 
patrol on the Columbia River.  They contacted one angler using two 
rods.  A consent search located several sturgeon fillets the angler said 
he caught that morning.  The angler did not have a license or tag, and 
Wednesdays are closed to sturgeon.  The angler also had a warrant.  The 
troopers lodged the angler at the Columbia County Jail and cited him 
for Angling Prohibited Method—Two Rods, No Valid Harvest 
Card, and Unlawful Possession of Mutilated Game Fish.   Other 
subjects were cited for Angling Prohibited Method—Two Rods and 
Failure to Immediately Validate Harvest Card—Steelhead.   

Boat Patrols Conducted to Monitor Angling 

Rct. Herman (Astoria) responded to Gnat Creek regarding a complaint 
of anglers snagging salmon.  While working the location, he noted a 
large group of anglers arrive.  Herman observed an angler snag and 
keep a salmon.  Upon contact, Herman cited the angler for Unlawful 
Taking Prohibited Method—Snagging and seized the salmon.  
Herman continued to work the location.  He observed another group of 
anglers return to their vehicle from the creek with no fish.  Upon 
contact, he obtained a consent search and located an untagged salmon in 
a black bag hidden in the vehicle.  Herman discovered the salmon had a 
large gash from a hook on its back and no hook marks in its 
mouth.  One angler eventually admitted to snagging the fish.  Herman 
cited the angler for Unlawful Possession of a Foul-Hooked Game 
Fish and seized the salmon.   
 
Herman worked another patrol at Gnat Creek.  He observed three 
anglers snag several salmon, but they were not able to land any of 
them.  One angler was finally able to land a salmon he foul-hooked in 
the back.  As he was landing the fish, Herman walked up and watched 
the subject take the hook out of the fish’s back and pierce the fish’s lip.  
Upon contact, Herman discovered a second subject had a resident 
combination license while being a Washington resident, as well as a 
third subject tagging a salmon he did not catch.  Herman cited the first 
subject criminally for Unlawful Taking of a Foul-Hooked Salmon 
and Borrowing an Angling Harvest Card, the second subject 
criminally for Possession of a Falsely Applied for Resident Angling 
License and as a violation for Angling Prohibited Method—
Snagging, and the third subject as a violation for Loaning an Angling 
Harvest Card.  Herman seized one salmon as evidence. 

Tpr. Keeler (Coos Bay) worked the all-depth sport halibut opener and 
contacted 25 vessels as they returned to the Port of Bandon.  Most 
anglers caught their one halibut for the day.  He issued two citations for 
Fail to Immediately Validate Harvest Tag and warnings for various 
tagging and boat violations.   
 
While working a night saturation on Brownlee Reservoir, Sgt. Hawkins 
(La Grande), Sgt. Cyr, Sr. Tpr. Duncan (Baker City), Sr. Tpr. Wilson, 
and Tpr. Spencer (Ontario) issued multiple citations to crappie anglers 
for Angling Prohibited Method—Two Rods, No Angling License, 
and Unlawful Possession of Undersized Bass and several warnings. 

Sr. Tpr. Frerichs (Roseburg) observed a subject catch several steelhead 
smolts on the north Umpqua River.  The subject violently jerked the 
hook and guts out of two smolts, killing them, and tossed them into the 
river dead.  The subject continued to catch more smolts until Frerichs 
contacted him.  The subject said he did not know trout season was 
closed.  Frerichs cited him for Failure to Release Trout Unharmed.  
 
Sgt. Allori and Tpr. Schoenborn (Portland) followed up on information 
from ODFW concerning a suspended angler who purchased an angling 
license and harvest card.  Upon contact, the troopers found the suspect 
had a license and harvest card in possession.  Troopers cited the subject 
for Possession of a Suspended Combination License and Possession 
of a Suspended Harvest Card and seized the license and tag. 
 
Sr. Tpr. Pearson (The Dalles) contacted a man and his 16-year-old son 
angling with bait on the Deschutes River near Sandy Beach above 
Sherars Falls.  He cited this same man on the lower Deschutes River 
near the mouth a few weeks prior for using bait in a prohibited 
area.  Pearson issued the man another citation for Angling Prohibited 
Method—Bait, as well as citing him for Aiding in a Wildlife 
Violation for allowing his son to use bait. 
 
Tpr. Fromme (Portland) responded to a complaint on the Willamette 
River in Downtown Portland.  Fromme noted the suspect was using two 
rods.  When asked if he had caught any fish, the suspect stated he had 
not caught anything.  A consent search found an undersized sturgeon 
inside his cooler.  Fromme cited the subject for Unlawful Possession of 
Undersized Sturgeon and Angling Prohibited Method—Two 
Rods.  The undersized sturgeon was released without incident. 

Snagging Issues at Gnat Creek 

Various Sport Violations Detected 

Black crappie.  Photo credit:  Fairfax County Virginia  
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Sr. Tpr. Marshall Maher (Oakridge) and Sr. Tpr. Martin Maher 
(Springfield) conducted a boat patrol on the Willamette River between 
the confluence of the Coast Fork to the D Street Ramp in Springfield. 
They checked 19 salmon/steelhead anglers and inspected four boats.  In 
Glenwood, they issued two citations No Nonresident Angling License 
and one for No Resident Angling License.   Later that evening, Martin 
Maher worked salmon/steelhead anglers on the Middle Fork Willamette 
River below Dexter Dam.  He saw an angler land a steelhead on 
the south shore and watched as the angler made a cell phone call, wash 
his hands and net, and then talk to another angler; but he did not see him 
validate his tag.  The trooper drove from the north shore to the south 
shore and contacted the angler.  Upon his arrival, he saw the angler 
duck in behind a vehicle and get his tag out of his wallet.  The trooper 
checked the tag and found the angler he had not validated it.  The angler 
was cited for Fail To Immediately Validate Angling Harvest Tag. 

Sr. Tpr. Lindberg (Madras) and Sr. Tpr. Pearson (The Dalles) conducted 
a drift boat patrol float from Warm Springs to Trout Creek.  
Compliance was good overall for boaters and anglers contacted with 
several warnings issued for minor violations.  After taking the boat out 
of the water, the officers observed three shore anglers just downstream 
from the Trout Creek Campground.  One subject threw his rod over the 
bank and into the water upon the officer’s approach.  Another subject 
reeled in and set his rod down, claiming he had not been fishing.  The 
third subject continued to angle.  The rod thrown into the river was 
located and reeled in.  All three anglers were unlawfully using 
bait.  Only one subject had an angling license.  Troopers issued three 
citations for Angling Prohibited Method—Use of Bait Prohibited 
Area and two citations for No Angling License.  

Sr. Tpr. Cushman, Sr. Tpr. Collom (Central 
Point), and ODFW personnel inspected boats 
for invasive species at Howard Prairie.   
Cushman checked 16 boats, with 14 marine 
board exams.  All the boats checked were 
local and did not have invasive species located 
on them.  The boats used in the prior season 
had only been used on local lakes.  The other 
boats had been in storage, and it was the first 
time this season they had been used. 

Sr. Tpr. Pearson and Sr. Tpr. Kipper (The Dalles) conducted a boat 
patrol on the Columbia River below the John Day Dam.  They 
contacted 24 anglers who were primarily fishing for spring Chinook 
salmon.  The compliance percentage was very good at 92%.  They only 
issued two citations; one for Fail to Immediately Validate Salmon 
Tag and one for No Nonresident Angling License.  They also 
conducted 10 boat inspections. 

Tpr. Baimbridge and Tpr. Stone (Roseburg) conducted a boat patrol at 
Cooper Creek Reservoir resulting in several boat inspections and 
numerous angler checks.  Near the end of the patrol, the troopers 
located a vessel in distress and assisted by towing the boat to the ramp.  
The vessel had lost all power and ran into the shore due to relatively 
high winds that day.  

Sr. Tpr. Maher (Oakridge) contacted a boat at Dexter Reservoir with 
four occupants.  During the contact, Maher cited a passenger in the boat 
for No Angling License, another passenger for UPCS—Less than One 
Ounce of Marijuana, and the boat operator for Insufficient PFDs and 
for MIP—Alcohol.  Fortunately, Maher contacted the boat’s occupants 
before they could become impaired by the alcohol or controlled 
substances located on board. 

Sr. Tpr. Harris (Coos Bay) and Ret. Sr. Tpr. 
Harris patrolled the Umpqua River between 
Reedsport and Winchester Bay with the 
sled.  Two barge floats were located that had 
been lost from a company’s dredge boat.  
They contacted the company who sent a small 
boat to retrieve the floats. 

Assistance Provided and Violations Detected during Boat Patrols 

Tpr. Schwartz and Tpr. Vogel (St. Helens) conducted a Multnomah 
Channel and Gilbert River boat patrol.  While patrolling the Channel, 
they issued five citations for Failure to Immediately Validate Angling 
Harvest Card—Salmon and completed six BERs.  While Schwartz 
approached a group of six anglers with eight active rods, one angler 
attempted to cut his line off but failed to clear the line from the rod’s 
tip.  While discussing two rods, Schwartz noted a measuring tape and 
pliers near the water’s edge.  He approached the tools and observed 
parachute line tied to nearby vegetation and leading into the water.  He 
pulled up the line and discovered five undersized sturgeon, with three 
under 32 inches.  The subjects admitted to catching the sturgeon, as well 
as knowing they were illegal.  The troopers issued three citations for 
Unlawful Retention of Undersized Sturgeon, one for Aiding in a 
Wildlife Offense, two for Angling Prohibited Method—Two Rods 
three for Angling Prohibited Method—Barbed Hooks, two for No 
Angling Harvest Card, and warnings for Angling Prohibited 
Method—Multiple Hooks and Angling Prohibited Area.  Vogel 
contacted anglers upstream and issued citations for No Angling License 
and Angling Prohibited Method—Two Rods.  In all, troopers issued 
18 citations and seized and released five sturgeon. 

Sr. Tpr. Martin Maher (Springfield) 
received a complaint of an abandoned 
boat found on the Coast Fork 
Willamette River. The 1960 15-foot 
fiberglass boat was found about 1/2-
mile downstream of Dilley Landing.  A 
records check revealed the boat was not 
reported stolen, and the boat obviously 
had not been operational for quite a 
while (no engine, seats broken, and 
moss growing inside).  A local resident 
secured the boat to the shore.  LCSO 
Marine Patrol was notified.  Sr. Tpr. 
Martin Maher and Sr. Tpr. Marshall 
Maher (Oakridge) launched the OSP jet 
sled in Springfield and made their way up the Coast Fork via the Willamette River. The 
abandoned boat was towed to Dilley Landing and secured at the ramp.  LCSO Marine Patrol 
handled the tow off the water and contacted the registered owner.  

Trooper towing abandoned boat to shore.  Photo credit:  File 
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Tpr. Boyd (Springfield) responded to a Fall Creek residence where the 
occupant reportedly had possession of two black bear cubs.  Upon 
arrival, Boyd found the bear cubs spent about the previous 14 hours in a 
bathroom closet.  The male subject at the residence told Boyd he found 
the cubs near a dead sow towards the top of Lost Creek Road out of 
Dexter.  He then caught the cubs and, in the course of doing so, was 
bitten and scratched.  He became concerned with the possible outcome 
of his injuries.  Boyd used a catch pole to gather the cubs and secure 
them in a crate in his truck.  The subject then took Boyd to the site of 
the dead sow where he determined a vehicle most likely struck the sow 
bear.  Boyd removed the head, paws, and claws from the sow and 
turned them over to ODFW along with the cubs.  ODFW took the cubs 
to their veterinarian in Corvallis that day.  Boyd cited the subject for 
Take/Hold Young Game Mammal—Black Bear Cubs (x 2).  

Sr. Tpr. Allison and Sr. Tpr. Thompson (Central Point) received a 
complaint of an individual shooting at a group of deer with a shotgun, 
knocking one of the deer down before it got up and ran off.  The subject 
stated he was using rock salt to scare off the deer which were knocking 
down his fence and eating his flowers.  The subject was cited for 
Harassing Wildlife—Deer.  
 
Sr. Tpr. Collom (Central Point) checked on a hunting complaint 
wherein a subject supposedly took a buck after the season ended this 
past fall.  All he had to go on was that the subject posed with a              
4 x 4 buck deer in the back of a pickup.  The information indicated he 
had not purchased that vehicle until after deer season ended last year.  
The trees in the picture did not fit with a late fall pose as the leaves had 
not fallen. Collom also discovered through DMV that the subject 
purchased the vehicle in September.  The complaint appeared to be 
unfounded; however, Collom contacted and interviewed the subject.   
During the contact, the subject showed Collom parts of the deer; 
however, the subject could not find his tag.  Collom warned the subject 
for Possessing Deer without a Tag.  

Sr. Tpr. Cushman (Central Point) finished the follow-up on a subject 
hunting bobcat out of season who Sgt. Hand (Klamath Falls) initially 
contacted on his day off while Hand was turkey hunting.  The suspect 
actually took a picture of Hand and the turkey Hand bagged while 
bragging about his out-of-season bobcat success.  The suspect was 
obviously unaware of who he was talking to.  As a result of the 
investigation, Cushman cited the suspect for No Hunting License and 
seized what was left of the bobcat.  Cushman also warned the suspect’s 
hunting partner for similar offenses.  Both men were extremely 
cooperative, especially when they realized who they had bragged to was 
a Fish and Wildlife sergeant. 
 
Sr. Tpr. Randall (Klamath Falls) and Sr. Tpr. Maher (Oakridge) 
conducted a follow-up investigation in the Marcola area into a case that 
occurred the night before the 2009 deer season in the Klamath Falls area 
where a three-point buck was shot and left to waste.  Descriptions of a 
suspect vehicle were obtained at that time and registration information 
was later determined.  The two troopers contacted the vehicle’s 
registered owner and interviewed him regarding his involvement in 
taking the buck during closed season.  During the interview, the owner 
admitted to killing the deer and leaving it to waste.  The troopers cited 
the suspect for Taking Buck Deer Closed Season and Waste of 
Wildlife—Buck Deer. 
 
Tpr. Ritter (John Day) completed an investigation involving a large       
4 x 4 buck deer shot with an arrow at the 7th Street Ball Field Complex 
in John Day in August 2009.  The deer ran behind some nearby 
residences where it died and went to waste.  OSP generated a press 
release asking for the public’s help.  Sgt. Larson (Patrol) recently 
received a tip that identified the suspect who shot the deer.  After 
contacting and interviewing the suspect, Ritter determined the suspect 
did commit the crime.  The investigation revealed the suspect’s friend 
drove a pickup to within 10 yards of the deer that was located inside the 
city limits of John Day, and the suspect shot the deer while standing in 
the bed of the pickup.  Ritter issued the suspect citations for Taking 
Buck Deer Closed Season and Waste of Wildlife—Buck Deer and 
warnings for Hunting Within City Limits, Hunting Prohibited Hours, 
and Hunting From a Motor Propelled Vehicle.   

Cubs illegally held.  Photo credit:  File 

Cubs Illegally Held 

Troopers Investigated Deer Cases 

Deer shot and left to waste in John Day.  Photo credit:  File 
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Sr. Tpr. Hanson and Tpr. Schoenborn (Portland) responded to a Gresham residence to 
investigate a report of a homeowner who shot a sow black bear.  The homeowner shot the 
bear after it was chasing his dogs and started to come towards him.  Division troopers 
recovered the black bear and turned it over to ODFW. 
 
Sr. Tpr. Maher (Oakridge) and Sgt. Martin (Springfield) followed up on a black bear 
investigation.  A local Springfield-area hunter killed a black bear in the Florence area and 
called OSP, because he was concerned about the bear’s small size.  The subject thought 
that the bear was a cub (unlawful to harvest).  ODFW Biologist Brian Wolfer checked the 
bear and determined the bear was not a cub from this year and was a legal yearling.  
However, the bear was in very poor physical condition and was missing a lot of hair.  The 
subject agreed to let ODFW send the bear carcass to a lab for disease testing. As a result of 
the investigation, no enforcement action was taken. 

Sr. Tpr. Gunderson (The Dalles), Tpr. Ritter 
(John Day), and Tpr. Mayer (Heppner) 
investigated a subject who posted an 
advertisement on Craigslist offering deer 
and elk meat for sale.  After discovering 
several pounds of deer and elk meat were 
sold, Ritter and Mayer contacted the 
subjects involved at their residence.  The 
troopers cited both subjects for the 
Unlawful Sale of Wildlife, recovered the 
money, and seized the meat as evidence.  

Tpr. Stone (Roseburg) received a complaint regarding an injured Western pond turtle picked up 
near North Myrtle Creek.  Western pond turtles are a protected species.  OAR 635-44-1230 states it 
is unlawful to “hunt, trap, pursue, kill, take, catch, angle for, or have in possession, either dead or 
alive, whole or in part” any protected species.  The animal was transported to a local wildlife 
rehabilitator’s agent of Umpqua Wildlife Rescue.  Rehabilitators will glue his cracked shell back 
together.  The turtle is expected to make a full recovery. 

Tpr. Ring (Bend) concluded a trapping investigation after a person reported that they had found a 
bobcat in a leg hold trap near Lava Butte.  Ring found the trap set contained several violations and 
an unbranded trap.  He took DNA samples from the trap for analysis.  Ring’s investigation located 
a description of the suspect vehicle.  This description was given to local law enforcement officers; 
and a month later, an off-duty USFS LEO located the vehicle leaving Mt. Bachelor Ski Resort and 
obtained a license plate number.  Sr. Tpr. Moore (Portland) contacted the suspect at his home in 
Rhododendron and recovered the bobcat.  The suspect agreed to meet with Ring in Bend a few days 
later.  During their meeting, Ring issued the suspect a citation for Trapping Closed Season. 

Bears Turned over to ODFW 

Bear posed a safety threat.  Photo credit:  File 

Suspect Sold Game Protected Turtle Rescued 

Cougar Charged Trooper 

Subject Identified Trapping Closed Season 

Astoria PD and ODFW assisted the 
Division in a month-long investigation 
into the unlawful killing of four elk in 
rural Clatsop County.  Sgt. Scroup and 
Tpr. O’Connor (Astoria) responded to 
a high school after receiving a tip that 
four 15- to 16-year-old students had 
been involved in the taking of up to 
five elk, including at least one 
pregnant cow elk.  Scroup and 
O’Connor’s one-month investigation 
revealed four high school students 
armed with two firearms were 
camping on ODF property in rural 
Clatsop County.  During their trip, the 
four juvenile males went hunting.  
One of them fired a rifle at a large elk herd, followed by another firing a shotgun at an injured elk 
from a closed distance.  A total of four elk were killed, including a pregnant cow.  They only took a 
small portion of the meat and left the remainder to waste.  Troopers issued two subjects each 
citations for Unlawful Taking of Elk Closed Season (x 4) and Waste of Wildlife (x 4) and the 
other two for Aiding in a Wildlife Offense—Unlawful Take of Elk Closed Season. 

Four Juveniles Cited In Unlawful Killing Of Four Elk 

Cow elk with calf.  Photo credit: Thundafunda.com free photos 

Tpr. Boyd (Springfield) responded to 
Hileman Road near Marcola regarding a 
road-struck cougar.  When he arrived, he 
contacted the reporting party about the 
incident.  Eventually, Boyd determined an 
approximate location and found cougar hair 
in a fence next to the road.  The person who 
hit the cat about 6 1/2 hours earlier arrived 
at the scene.  He told Boyd the cougar was 
very large, and he had completely run the 
animal over with his pickup. Boyd obtained 
permission from the landowner to enter his 
property in an effort to locate and dispatch 
the cougar, if needed.  He was able to track 
the cat to where it went into the brush.  
Although the brush was thick, he was able 
to see part of the cougar before it charged 
towards him.  Boyd dispatched the cougar 
about five to six feet from where he stood.  
The male cougar was a little over six feet 
long and should have weighed 100+ pounds; 
but when Boyd turned the cougar into 
ODFW for sampling, biologists determined 
the feline weighed just over 70 pounds.  
Biologists indicated the cougar did not 
appear to have been in good health even 
before the person struck the cougar.   
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Sr. Tpr. Thompson (Central Point) received a complaint of a subject altering Deer Creek. 
The subject had removed the vegetation along the creek which is a county ordinance 
violation.  The information was referred back to ODFW and county code enforcement. 
 
Sr. Tpr. Merritt and Tpr. Stone (Roseburg) responded to a trespass complaint from an 
ODFW employee at the Winchester Dam fish ladder.  They contacted two individuals 
after an ODFW employee observed them walking around on top of the ladder.  The 
subjects climbed over a decorative rock wall and fenced-off area and passed the no 
trespassing signs.  The troopers cited both subjects for Trespass on a Fish Ladder.  
 
Sr. Tpr. Canfield (Newport) contacted an illegal camp on Weyerhaeuser property near 
Fall Creek Research Hatchery.  During the contact, Canfield noticed a large green fir tree 
had been recently cut down.  The remains of the tree were cut and stacked in the back of 
the camper’s pickup.  Canfield warned the subjects for Criminal Trespass and cited one 
subject for Unlawful Cutting/Transport of Minor Forest Products.   

 
Tpr. Mayer (Heppner) contacted two 
subjects who trespassed on private property 
to fish on the Umatilla River near Echo.  
After contacting both subjects, Mayer 
discovered they left an unattended fire 
burning as they were attempting to leave, as 
well as multiple items of garbage in the fire.  
Mayer met with the landowner.  He will 
issue both subjects citations for Criminal 
Trespass II and Littering within 100 Feet 
of a Waterway. 
 
Tpr. Galusha (Tillamook) had a citizen 
complain about a Tillamook subject who 
does yard maintenance and then dumps yard 
debris on a ODF-owned landing located 
along the Wilson River.  The landing is a 
site plagued with multiple trash, yard debris, 
and carcass dumping.  Galusha contacted the 
subject who admitted to dumping the debris, 
for he did not want to pay trash fees.  
Subsequently, Galusha cited him for 
Offensive Littering. 
 

Sr. Tpr. Thompson and Sgt. Meyer (Central Point) responded to a complaint of some 
miners damming up West Pickett Creek in Josephine County.  They found the miners 
sluicing in the creek and built a dam out of wood and plastic to use after the in-stream 
work period begins in mid-June when they will be running a suction dredge.  The 
troopers warned the miners for Working Outside the In-Stream Work Period and also for 
issues regarding the dam and fish passage. 
 
Tpr. Ritter (John Day) received a complaint from a mining claim owner in the Granite 
area regarding two suspects who apparently ignored a posted mining claim and were 
preparing to dredge in Clear Creek.  The owner caught the suspects before they actually 
used the dredge.  The owner said the suspects had dug into the stream bank a few inches 
above the water line when he contacted them and left after he confronted them.  He did 
not know where the suspects lived or were staying.  Ritter discussed the situation with 
USFS Mineral Specialist Chris Hobert who had already been contacted by the owner.  
Ms. Hobert confirmed the owner obtained a patented claim on that stream section.  She 
did not intend to issue citations to the suspects for resource damage at that time.  She is 
scheduled to visit the scene and would follow up with Ritter after her on-site visit.     

Sr. Tpr. Coggins and Tpr. Miller (Enterprise) 
conducted an ATV patrol in the Wenaha Unit, 
resulting in issuing two individuals citations for 
Operating an ATV in a Closed Area.  
 
Sr. Tpr. Hayes (Bend) contacted a couple observed 
riding an ATV on a county road.  The subjects advised 
that people operate ATVs on this road frequently, and 
they were en route to some USFS property.  Hayes 
discovered one subject had a suspended driver license 
and issued the operator a citation for DWS—Felony. 
 
Sr. Tpr. Pearson (The Dalles) responded to a call from 
the White River Wildlife Area Manager Josh Moulton 
of an ATV operator driving on a closed road near 
Miller Pond in the Smock Prairie area near 
Wamic.  The subject initially called Moulton to ask 
permission to drive on the closed road several hundred 
yards to transport camping gear to a campsite next to 
the pond.  Moulton told him he was not allowed to 
drive on the closed road.  The subject decided to drive 
on the road anyway and accept the consequences if 
caught.  The subject cheerfully accepted Pearson’s 
citation for Violation of Posted Road Closure and 
said he would ask his partners to help pay the fine.   
 
Tpr. Imholt (Springfield) patrolled parts of west Lane 
County and located a large group of dirt bikes on 
a BLM road. He educated the individuals of the 
requirements in order to ride on public property 
and issued several warnings for Failing to Carry ATV 
Safety Education Card. While out looking for a bear 
bait site, Sr. Tpr. Niehus (Klamath Falls) contacted an 
ATV operator who was also not in possession of his 
ATV operator permit.  Niehus checked his ATV and 
warned him for Failing to Carry ATV Operator 
Permit.  The new ATV Safety Education Card (or 
Operator Permit) is required for children ages 15 and 
under and their adult supervisors.  The card 
requirement will be phased in for all ages by 2014.  
For more information, visit www.rideatvoregon.org 
and www.oregon.gov/OPRD/ATV/index.shtml.   

In addition to enforcing fish, wildlife, environmental, 
property, and traffic laws, the Division investigates 
archaeological and  cultural artifact findings.  Sgt. 
Hand (Klamath Falls) worked with the Klamath Tribes 
to determine where two human skulls and parts of a 
third skull were found.  The skulls have been 
determined to be ancient Native American 
remains.  At the moment, the working story is the 
skulls were found in a storage shed belonging to a 
subject now deceased.  The skulls were turned over to 
a tribal member who then turned them in to the 
Klamath Tribes.  The proper notifications were made.   

Various Environmental and Trespass Cases Investigated Native American Remains Found 

ATV Violations Discovered 

Umatilla River near Echo.   
Photo credit:  Gary Halvorson, Oregon State Archives 

http://www.rideatvoregon.org/�
http://www.oregon.gov/OPRD/ATV/index.shtml�
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Tpr. Ritter (John Day) assisted Sr. Tpr. Timko (Patrol) with locating a 
possible DUII.  When they finally located the vehicle, the subject was 
driving 8 mph on Hwy 395.  She was too intoxicated to perform field 
sobriety tests.  Timko arrested her for DUII and transported her to the 
Grant County Jail where she refused a breath sample.  Her driver 
license will be suspended for three years, due to prior DUII arrests.      
 
Sr. Tpr. Carter (Pendleton) contacted a male and female drinking beer 
on the McKay Reservoir shore.  The female appeared to be underage 
but claimed to have no identification.  Carter could not locate a record 
using the given name and DOB.  She told Carter she was born in 1986 
but was not sure when she turned 21.  Carter contacted her grandmother  
and half-sister via cell phone for verification of age.  Her grandmother 
advised she was born in 1986 but was unsure of her age.  Her half-sister 
advised she was 18 but was unsure of her birth year.  Carter’s further 
investigation revealed she was born in 1990.  After re-contacting both 
subjects, Carter will cite the female for MIP—Alcohol and Providing 
False Information to Police and the male for Furnishing Alcohol to 
Minor.  He will refer Obstructing Governmental Administration for 
consideration to the Umatilla County DA against the grandmother. 
 
Sr. Tpr. Pearson (The Dalles) stopped a man on the Deschutes River 
access road in Maupin for a hazardous moving violation.  The 20-year-
old had consumed beer but was determined to be under the influence.  
He had a suspended driver license and was not wearing his seat belt.  
Pearson cited the subject for MIP—Alcohol, Driving while 
Suspended, Failure to Maintain a Single Lane, Failure to Wear Seat 
Belt, and UPCS—Less than One Ounce of Marijuana.  That same 
evening, Pearson and Sr. Tpr. Lindberg (Madras) spotted the subject 
near his campsite several miles downriver with six other subjects, and 
four were underage and in possession of alcohol.  The troopers cited the 
four minors for MIP—Alcohol.  The next day, the troopers drove by 
the subject’s camp and noted him carrying a fishing rod and an open 
can of beer near the river.  They cited him again for MIP—
Alcohol.  The subject angrily broke his rod over his knee to show his 
displeasure.  He also did not have an angling license, but he had not 
started fishing when observed near the river. 
 
While conducting angling license checks on the Clackamas River near 
Gladstone, Tpr. Fromme (Portland) noted a male and a female 
approaching him from the High Rocks area.  When the female 
saw Fromme, she turned away and jumped over the bank into the briar 
bushes lining the Clackamas River.  Upon contact with the male, he 
told Fromme he did not know who the female was, but she had just ran 
across I-205, crossing both northbound and southbound traffic lanes.  
He also told Fromme that the female she said was lost, extremely 
intoxicated, and looking for her children.  Fromme eventually found the 
female, who was very intoxicated.  When he contacted the subject, 
Fromme could see full body scratches she sustained from falling down 
the embankment.  He also noted she was soaking wet from falling into 
the Clackamas River.  Fromme’s subsequent investigation found her to 
be on felony post prison supervision with a no-alcohol clause.  The 
subject stated she was lost and was trying to find her two infant children 
who she had left at a party with her fiancé.  Fromme took the subject 
into custody on a detention warrant and lodged her in the Clackamas 
County Jail without incident.  Fromme was able to find the children and 
fiancé who were notified of the arrest. 

Sr. Tpr. Collom (Central Point) worked anglers at McGregor Park after 
the 7:00 p.m. closing time.  He checked five subjects trout fishing in an 
area closed to trout at the time.  One angler did not have a fishing 
license on him but swore he had one.  A records check revealed he had 
a fishing license, but the check also discovered he had an outstanding 
warrant for Assault IV.  Collom lodged him in jail on the warrant.   
 

 

Sr. Tpr. Frerichs (Roseburg) contacted an angler at River Forks Park on 
the main Umpqua River that was in possession of an illegal trout.  On 
contact, Frerichs discovered the subject had a felony abscond warrant 
for Burglary II out of Douglas County.  Frerichs lodged the subject in 
the Douglas County Jail and cited the subject for Taking Trout Closed 
Stream and UPCS—Less than One Ounce of Marijuana. 
 
Sr. Tpr. Bennett (Grants Pass) was assisting Sr. Tpr. Cushman (Central 
Point) at Hays Falls working salmon snaggers when Bennett had a 
vehicle crash just a couple of hundred feet behind his patrol vehicle.  
Witnesses of the crash contacted Bennett and said the operator was 
going 60 to 80 mph on the 35 mph corner.  Bennett completed the crash 
report and issued a citation for Violation of the Basic Rule. 
 
Sr. Tpr. Cushman (Central Point) was working Lost Creek Lake and 
observed a man “tagging” a U.S. Army Corp of Engineers sign at the 
spillway with graffiti and “420,” a number identified by marijuana fans. 
He contacted the man and his three partners.  Cushman found one 
partner was on probation for possession of marijuana and did not have 
angling license.  Cushman cited the “tagger” for Criminal Mischief 
and the man on probation for No Angling License. 

While patrolling the Fort Rock area, Sr. Tpr. Bean (Gilchrist) observed 
a vehicle come around a corner at a high rate of speed.  The suspect 
passed Bean at 85+ mph.  Bean turned on the vehicle, and the suspect 
increased speed.  Speeds reached 120+ mph during the pursuit.  After 
about 12 miles, the suspect took a forest road at Oatman Flat then 
turned onto a dead-end road.  Bean met the suspect, as he attempted 
to turn around, ending the pursuit.  He took the suspect into custody.  
The suspect had two children in the vehicle.  Children Services Division 
later took them into custody and reunited them with their mother.  The 
suspect modified his vehicle to put out over 600 hp.  As he alleged his 
vehicle could reach 150+ mph, he thought he could outrun OSP.  Bean 
lodged the suspect in the Lake County Jail on Reckless Endangering 
(x 2), Reckless Driving, and Attempt to Elude.  Springfield Patrol 
troopers arrested the suspect the prior month for Reckless Driving after  
receiving numerous complaints of him driving 110+ mph on I-5.   

Alcohol Problems Detected on Patrol Benefits of Being a Fully-Trained State Trooper 

Children Rescued from Reckless Driver 

Wild rainbow trout.  Photo credit:  US EPA 
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Tpr. Galusha (Tillamook) and Rct. Herman 
(Astoria) assisted USCG Station Garibaldi 
and Tillamook County SO with a boating 
safety saturation of Tillamook Bay.  All 
agencies were excited to work together, and 
they boarded numerous boats. 
 
While Sr. Tpr. Canfield and Tpr. Van Meter 
(Newport) conducted an ocean patrol, they 
assisted USCG with a search-and-rescue.  
The engine was producing smoke, and the 
vessel started taking on water.  The troopers 
stayed on scene until USCG arrived.   
 
Tpr. Van Meter (Newport) assisted USCG 
with a boat accident investigation.  On    
May 14, a 25’ Bayliner with three people on 
board called USCG reporting they were     
15 miles southwest of Newport on Stonewall 
Banks and taking on water.   They only had 
time to get one radio call out before the boat 
capsized and the three subjects entered the 
water.  Another fishing boat picked up the 
three subjects who were not injured.  USCG 
transported them back to shore.  The boat 
was a total loss and may have capsized due 
to a faulty seal around the outdrive.   

Tpr. Van Meter (Newport) responded to a deceased male gray whale washed up at Beachside State 
Park near Waldport.  The whale appeared to have been dead for quite some time.  Details on how 
the whale died are undetermined due to decomposition.  Volunteers from the Marine Mammal 
Stranding Network (MMSN) posted signs and took samples of the carcass.  Jim Rice from the 
MMSN will attempt a necropsy to try to determine how the whale may have died.   

Sr. Tpr. Maher (Springfield) assisted U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Ranger Bishop in serving 
a federal citation to a suspect involved in a theft of government property (a meteorite/cultural 
artifact taken from Green Peter Reservoir).  
 
Sr. Tpr. Merritt (Roseburg) responded to assist Douglas County deputies on a shots fired call.  The 
investigation revealed the suspect shot and killed a goose.  Merritt recovered a goose off a shallow 
pond and seized a Ruger 10/22.  Merritt cited the subject for No 2010 Hunting License and 
Unlawful Take of Goose—Closed Season. 
 
Sr. Tpr. Turnbo (Salem) assisted USDA with a bear they snared on Phelps Mountain near a private 
residence.  The approximately 275-pound male bear had been rummaging through a freezer on the 
porch of a private residence for the last week.  The bear was taken to Steve’s Meat for processing 
and donated to the Union Gospel Mission.  
 
Sr. Tpr. Thompson (Central Point) received a complaint that a tree fell and knocked some power 
lines down across the Rogue River.  The lines were in or near the water, and boats could not get 
through.  Thompson and a Jackson County SO Marine deputy stood by and stopped boats until the 
power company was able to raise the power lines.  
 
Sr. Tpr. Harris (Coos Bay) assisted USFWS by investigating a third hand report of an unknown 
subject who lived at a trailer park taking parts from a bald eagle that may have been shot.  After 
developing a suspect, Harris’ investigation revealed the eagle may have died due to injuries from a 
power line, and the suspect cut parts off of the dead eagle.  Harris cited the suspect for Unlawful 
Possession of Bald Eagle Parts (Talon). 
 
A BLM officer contacted Tpr. Keeler (Coos Bay) regarding a freshly killed turkey.  Keeler 
responded to the location and contacted the officer and suspect.  The suspect had a turkey killed 
that morning on ice in a cooler.  A check of the suspect’s tag revealed he had not validated it.  
Keeler cited the suspect for Fail to Validate Spring Turkey Tag and instructed him on how to 
properly validate his tag.   
 
Sr. Tpr. Urbigkeit (Newport) received a report of a sea lion with a plastic band around its 
neck lying on the beach in Lincoln Beach.  A Division volunteer placed signs near the sea 
lion.  Urbigkeit contacted the Marine Mammal Stranding Network (MMSN) and stayed on scene 
until they responded.  Five MMSN volunteers blocked the sea lion from going into the ocean with 
plywood boards, while one of the volunteers had a long pole with a knife taped on the end of 
it.  The band was successfully cut and released, and the sea lion retreated to the ocean for a few 
minutes then came back onto the beach to rest again.   

Trooper Responded to Washed Up Whale 

Interagency Collaboration and Investigations 

Dead whale washed up onto shore.  Photo credit:  File 

Tpr. Boyd, Sgt. Martin, and Tpr. Imholt (Springfield) executed a search warrant near Springfield, the 
second served at this residence.  Boyd executed the first August 2009 with assistance from OSP SWAT 
and other agencies, revealing multiple buried stolen cars and environmental, drug, and theft crimes.  The 
main suspect is serving a 39-month sentence.  The clean-up crew, who has been working with DEQ, 
informed Boyd they unearthed two more buried cars and a pickup bed near the ponds.  Imholt identified 
both cars, but they had not been reported stolen.  The Lane County DA will review the current case for 
additional charges of Placing Offensive Substance in Waters, Depositing Motor Vehicle Parts in 
Waters of the State, and Violation of Rules Governing the Disposal of Solid Waste.  

Clean-Up Crew Unearthed Additional Cars 

Cars and pickup bed found.  Photo credit:  File 
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Tpr. Boyd (Springfield) assisted Tpr. Duren (Patrol) arrest 
a DUII (BAC .22%) from a driving complaint on I-5 near 
Coburg.  The suspect had his 10-year-old son and two 
chicks in the vehicle with him.  After the arrest, Boyd 
gave a courtesy transport for the child to his mother’s home 
in Springfield.  During the ride, the boy tried to be tough, 
but he was visibly upset about certain issues.  He was also 
upset because he was hungry and his father was supposed 
to take him to McDonald’s.  Boyd offered to buy him lunch 
at Jack in the Box, but the boy said he only likes Ronald’s 
burgers with no cheese.  The mother was notified of the 
side trip, and the boy was happy to get a hamburger Happy 
Meal and an apple pie.  He was then much more talkative 
and thanked Boyd for lunch.  Boyd dropped off the boy and 
the two poultry passengers at the mother’s house; however, 
she had no idea he was bringing home chicks.  This is 
somewhat problematic, as they live in an apartment. 

The DUII, the Lunch, and the Chicks 
Sr. Tpr. Turnbo (Salem) spoke at a Sprague High School class for their Career Day. 
 
Sgt. Hoodenpyl (Tillamook) attended the Public Safety Fair at the Tillamook Cheese 
Factory.  OSP had a pickup and a North River sled on display and answered 
questions about the OSP and boater safety. 
 
Sr. Tpr. Harris (Coos Bay) attended the Tioga OHA Youth Day Event at the Myrtle 
Point Sportsman’s Club.  Sgt. Katzenstein and Sr. Tpr. Gunderson (The Dalles) 
attended a youth fishing clinic at Camp Baldwin in the Mt. Hood National Forest.  
Over 100 youth attended.  Sr. Tpr. McNerney (Hood River) attended a youth fishing 
clinic at Mayer State Park.  Over 200 youth attended, ODFW’s best turnout ever. 
 
Tpr. Schoenborn (Portland) gave a hunter safety talk to 20 children and adults at a 
Baptist church in Portland.  Tpr. Schwartz (St. Helens) and Tpr. Schoenborn 
(Portland) gave a talk to 30 Hunter Education instructors at their regional training at 
Sauvie Island Wildlife Area.  Sr. Tpr. Turnbo (Salem) spoke at a Hunter Education 
class of about 20 students and parents at the Four Corners Rod and Gun Club in 
Salem.  Sr. Tpr. Gunderson (The Dalles) instructed at the local Hunter Education 
class in The Dalles.  Eight students attended with their parents.    
 
Tpr. Van Meter (Newport) participated in an outdoor school for Lincoln City 5th 
and 6th graders.  She instructed 120 kids on firearms safety and put them through a 
relay consisting of clam species identification, boating safety, casting for accuracy, 
and ammunition identification.  Sr. Tpr. Kehr (Newport) assisted on one of three 
days.  Sr. Tpr. Maher (Oakridge) conducted a public presentation at the Oakridge 
Outdoor School held at the Willamette Fish Hatchery.  The outdoor school is for 
Oakridge and Lowell School district 6th graders.  About 50 students attended.  
Maher talked about the duties of Fish and Wildlife Division troopers and the tools 
used to enforce wildlife laws.  Maher has instructed at this school since 1996.  

Sr. Tpr. Salisbury (Florence) gave a talk to the Florence Middle School 7th graders.  
He assisted in the annual field trip the 7th graders take to apply what they learned 
throughout the year about biodiversity.  Salisbury then set up and ran the wildlife 
station.  He answered several good questions and used the WED to assist in the 
program.  Salisbury also instructed a water safety class to area 4th and 5th graders.  
The students were bussed to Wohink Lake and attended four stations.  Siuslaw Fire 
and Rescue, Siuslaw Ambulance, and USCG Station Siuslaw also participated in the 
event.  Salisbury educated the students about life jackets (types, size, fit, etc.) and 
other safety equipment when recreating on or near the water.  He brought the      
RHI ocean boat and let the students check it out after the class. 

Sgt. Allori and Sr. Tpr. Hanson (Portland) gave a 
presentation to the Portland OHA Chapter.  About            
25 people were in attendance.   
 
Lt. Gifford (SW Region), Sgt. Hand (Klamath Falls),      
Sgt. Meyer (Central Point), Sgt. Lea (Coos Bay), and     
Sgt. Perske (Roseburg) attended ODFW Big Game 
meetings throughout the SW Region.   
 
Sgt. Allori (Portland) and Sgt. Scroup (Astoria) met with 
WDFW Capt. Schlenker and Sgt. Holden at the Portland 
office.  They discussed Columbia River commercial and 
recreational fisheries, as well as sea lion trapping 
operations. 
 
Sr. Tpr. Collom (Central Point) attended a meeting at 
ODFW and met with the Aquatic Invasive Species staff 
who are working their area over the summer.  They 
discussed upcoming action plans and work priorities for 
invasive species. 
 
Lt. Gifford (SW Region), Sr. Tpr. Collom, and Sr. Tpr. 
Thompson (Central Point) attended a DEQ 700-PM permit 
revision public meeting.  Approximately 75 miners and two  
subjects from local environmental groups attended.  For 
more information, visit http://www.deq.state.or.us/WQ/
wqpermit/mining.htm 
 
Lt. Gifford (SW Region), Sgt. Hand (Klamath Falls),     
Sgt. Lea (Coos Bay), Sgt. Meyer (Central Point), and     
Sgt. Perske (Roseburg), and nine troopers attended Oregon 
Plan training in Roseburg with an emphasis on mining 
issues.  Representatives from ODFW, DSL, DEQ, ODF, 
DOGAMI, BLM, DOJ, OWRD, NOAA, USACE, ODA, 
Douglas County SO, BLM, and Sue Knapp from the 
Governor’s Natural Resource Advisory Office attended. 

Meetings and Trainings Attended 

Classes, Presentations, and Events 

Trooper instructing at outdoor school.  Photo credit:  File 
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Assuring compliance with the laws which protect and enhance the  
long-term health and equitable utilization of Oregon’s fish, wildlife, and habitat resources. 

Oregon State Police 
Fish and Wildlife Division 

Interested in becoming an Oregon State Police Fish and Wildlife Officer? 
 

Exciting, Rewarding, and Challenging 
A career that makes a difference!  

 

For information and to download an application, please visit our website at:  
 

www.osptrooper.com 
 

Questions?  Please call or e-mail our Recruiter: 
Sr. Tpr. Scott Hite:  (503) 378-4421 or scott.hite@state.or.us 

http://www.osptrooper.com�
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