Fire Safety Coalition

The time is now!
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The meeting was opened at 2:30pm with introductions for those who were joining via phone.
Update on Appendix P Board Meeting from August 29, 2007
Eric McMullen gave an overview of the Residential Structures Board meeting where there was significant testimony in support of the adoption of Appendix P.  At the very end of the testimony, Pat Bridges from the Oregon Homebuilders Association indicated the homebuilders have been working on design standards for 13D with the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) but had not had a chance to work on the local level.  The Board chair Ray Miller requested the stakeholders get together and work out the issues and come back with consensus at the September 25 meeting.  Eric has been working toward a meeting date but no date as yet.

Ray Bizal noted NFPA 13D is a 27 year standard and he is not sure what issues there are with the standard.  An International Code Committee task group (which Ray believes may have included homebuilders) submitted 12 proposed revisions for NFPA 13D regarding multipurpose systems.  An NFPA Technical Committee accepted 11 of them for the 2007 13D edition.  Ray will contact Pat Bridges and request clarification of what he stated at the August 29 meeting regarding 13D concerns.  Ray will also determine if the Oregon Building Officials Association or the Oregon Homebuilders Association have submitted changes to NFPA 13D.

Action Item:  Next step in the adoption of Appendix P
· Randy Simpson stated for the September 25 Residential Structures Board meeting, there will be additional testimony providing answers to any questions raised and unanswered at the August 29 Board meeting and any additional factual/scientific information not presented at the August 29 meeting.

· Eric McMullen will provide testimony regarding work to come to consensus with the homebuilders.

· Eric McMullen will provide testimony on NFPA 13D being currently being used and installed throughout Oregon and it is working well.  We are not against alternatives as long as they provide the level of protection.  Possibly provide testimony regarding the process to change an NFPA code.

· Eric McMullen will obtain clarification from Gary Lampella on the trade-offs he referred to at the Residential Structures Board meeting on August 29.
· Eric McMullen will continue pursuing contact with Pat Bridges to set a meeting with the homebuilders.  (Note:  Meeting set for September 18)
· Ray Bizal will provide testimony on NFPA 13D amendments in the 2007 edition for either the September 25 or October 3 Board meeting.
· Eric will prepare testimony on NFPA 13D being adopted by reference in the building code.

· The Coalition agreed they would be willing to give an option of having a six months window prior to Appendix P going into effect (if the question is asked).
· Obtain building officials statements from communities such as Scottsdale stating they implemented 13D and it works well for them. (Note: Don Pamplin will provide information on Vancouver BC sprinkler adoption and resulting statistical information)

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 3:45p.

Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting for the coalition will be held at 2:00pm on September 24th, before the next board meeting on the 25th.  
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