
Fire Safety Coalition

The time is now!

RESOLUTION

SUPPORT FOR THE ADOPTION OF APPENDIX P AMENDMENTS

IN THE 2008 RESIDENTIAL SPECIALTY CODE
Whereas, Oregonians continue to die in residential fires each year; and

Whereas, providing fire protection in the form of fire stations, fire apparatus, and firefighters for residential structures is the responsibility of local government; and

Whereas, property owners within local government jurisdictions are entirely responsible for bearing the cost of providing fire protection; and

Whereas, the governing bodies of local government act on behalf of and represent the persons who bear the cost of providing fire protection; and

Whereas, residential fire sprinkler systems result in significant reductions in the need for fire protection resources; and

Whereas, the authority to require residential fire sprinkler systems in new homes is held by the Building Codes Division of the Oregon Department of Consumer and Business Services; and

Whereas, local governments are not authorized to require residential fire sprinkler systems because the Oregon Department of Consumer and Business Services has not extended that decision making authority to them; and

Whereas, local government, being responsible for the costs of providing fire protection services, should be able to reduce those costs within their fire service areas by requiring installation of residential fire sprinkler systems in new homes;
THEREFORE, _________________________ supports the adoption of Appendix P as amended giving local government the authority to adopt sprinkling requirements for new home construction thus allowing them local control over their fire protection needs.
FURTHERMORE, BE IT RESOLVED _________________________ hereby requests the Residential Structures Board, Director of the Department of Consumer and Business Services and the Administrator of the Building Codes Division to approve adoption of the amendment to Appendix P for the 2008 Residential Specialty Code authorizing cities and counties the option to adopt local fire sprinkler requirements for one- and two-family dwellings.
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