
Fire Safety Coalition

The time is now!

August 7, 2007

Your Support for the Adoption of Appendix P is needed

The Oregon Fire Safety Coalition comprised of fire service representatives, building officials, and lobbyists is pursuing the adoption of Appendix P Sprinkling as amended to the 2008 Oregon Residential Specialty Code.  This action will provide communities with local control over their fire protection needs by giving them authority to require residential fire sprinkler systems in new home construction.
The Coalition will be requesting the Residential Structures Board approve the adoption of Appendix P as amended as proposed by the Oregon Fire Chiefs Association and the Oregon Fire Marshals Association.  The Residential Structures Board meets August 29, 2007, 9:30am at 1535 Edgewater Street NW, Salem, Oregon 97304.
The Coalition endorses the adoption of Appendix P and is requesting support through your boards, commissions, city councils, fire chiefs, associations, and community partners.  Please sign the enclosed resolution supporting the adoption of Appendix P as amended in the 2008 Residential Specialty Code.
Many Oregon communities are undergoing significant residential growth which is outstripping the fire protection they can afford to provide.  Revenue to build new fire stations, purchase fire trucks, and hire firefighters has been reduced by property tax limitation measures.  Attempts to raise revenues through bonds and levies are often defeated.
One highly effective method to supplement residential fire protection is to require fire sprinklers in new homes to provide ‘built-in fire protection.’  Under the current residential code, local communities do not have the option of requiring new homes to be sprinkled unless water supply or access is inadequate.  For communities without enough tax revenue to provide the best possible fire protection, sprinkling provides a needed solution.
Additional information on the Appendix P amendment may be found at http://www.oregon.gov/OSP/SFM/Oregon_Fire_Safety_COA.shtml or by contacting Tari Glocar at 503-373-1540, ext. 273 or tari.glocar@state.or.us.  Signed Resolutions may be faxed to 503-373-1825 or mailed to Tari Glocar, Office of State Fire Marshal, 4760 Portland Road NE, Salem, OR  97305.
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