CHAPTER 10

MEANS OF EGRESS

1001.3  Abatement of buildings and structures with inadequate means of egress.  Buildings or structures that are not provided with adequate means of egress or emergency escapes are unsafe and shall be subject to the abatement procedures specified in Section 110.  When abatement is by repair, or rehabilitation, means of egress and emergency escapes shall be provided and maintained in accordance with the building code.

Such unsafe buildings are hereby declared to be public nuisances and shall be abated by repair, rehabilitation, demolition, or removal.  See the abatement procedure specified in OAR 837-041-0050.  Actions to correct hazards and other deficiencies shall be according to ORS 479.160, 479.170 and 479.195.

ORS 479.160, 479.170, 479.195 and OAR 837-041-0050 are not a part of this code but are reproduced or paraphrased here for the reader’s convenience.

ORS 479.160 defines the provisions for granting a permit for continued use or occupancy of existing nonconforming buildings.

ORS 479.170 provides authority to the State Fire Marshal or deputies to order repair or removal of material from buildings or premises.

ORS 479.195 provides authority to the State Fire Marshal or deputies to close buildings when the occupant load is exceeded.

OAR 837-041-0050 defines the rules for the abatement, repair or discontinuance of use or occupancy of unsafe buildings and specifies the parameters that are used to determine the degree of fire and life hazard.
1008.1.2 Door swing.  Egress doors shall be side-hinged swinging.

Exceptions:

1. Private garages, rooms within suites of health care facilities, office areas, factory, and storage areas with an occupant load of 10 or less.

2. Group I-3 occupancies used as place of detention.

3. Doors within or serving a single dwelling unit in Groups R-2 and R-3 as applicable in Section 101.2.

4. In other than Group H occupancies, revolving doors complying with Section 1008.1.3.1

5. In other than Group H occupancies, horizontal sliding doors complying with Section 1008.1.3.3 are permitted in a means of egress.

6. Power-operated doors in accordance with Section 1008.1.3.1.

1008.1.8.6 Delayed egress locks.  Approved, listed, delayed egress locks shall be permitted to be installed on doors serving any occupancy except Group A, E and H occupancies in buildings that are equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 or an approved automatic smoke detection system installed in accordance with Section 907, provided that the doors unlock in accordance with Items 1 through 6 below.  A building occupant shall not be required to pass through more than one door equipped with a delayed egress lock before entering an exit.

1. The doors unlock upon actuation of the automatic sprinkler system or automatic fire detection system.

2. The doors unlock upon loss of power controlling the lock or lock mechanism.

3. The doors locks shall have the capability of being unlocked by a signal from the fire command center.

4. The initiation of an irreversible process which will release the latch in not more than 15 seconds when a force of not more than 15 pounds (76 N) is applied for 1 second to the release device.  Initiation of the irreversible process shall activate an audible signal in the vicinity of the door.  Once the door lock has been released by the application of force to the releasing device, relocking shall be by manual means only.

Exception: Where approved, a delay of not more than 30 seconds is permitted.

5. A sign shall be provided on the door located above and within 12 inches (305 mm) of the release device reading: PUSH UNTIL ALARM SOUNDS.  DOOR CAN BE OPENED IN 15 [30] SECONDS.

6. Emergency lighting shall be provided at the door.

1008.1.8.6.1  Controlled egress locks.  Controlled egress locks shall be permitted to be installed on doors serving Group I-1, I-2, R-3 occupancies subject to licensure by the state, R-4 and SR occupancies provided that the fire sprinkler system, the fire alarm system and the controlled egress are in compliance with Appendix SR 107 and Appendix SR 108.3.

1008.1.9  Panic and fire exit hardware.  Where panic and fire exit hardware is installed, it shall comply with the following:


1.  The actuating portion of the releasing device shall extend at least one-half of the door leaf width.


2.  A maximum unlatching force of 15 pounds (67N).

Each door in a means of egress from an occupancy of Group A or E having an occupant load of 50 or more and any occupancy of Group H-1, H-2, H-3 or H-5 shall not be provided with a latch or lock unless it is panic hardware or fire exit hardware.

If balanced doors are used and panic hardware is required, the panic hardware shall be the push-pad type and the pad shall not extend more than one-half the width of the door measured from the latch side.
1019.7.1  Sign details.

1. Size.  Signs shall be a minimum 12 inches by 12 inches (305 mm by 305 mm).

2. Stairway location.  The stairway locations, such as STAIR 1 or WEST STAIR, shall be placed at the top of the sign in 1-inch-high (25 mm) block lettering with ¼-inch (6.4 mm) stroke.

3. Upper terminus.  The stairway’s upper terminus, such as ROOF ACCESS or NO ROOF ACCESS, shall be placed under the stairway identification in 1-inch-high (25.4 mm) block lettering with ¼-inch (6.4 mm) stroke.

4.  Floor level number.  The floor level number shall be placed in the middle of the sign in 5-inch (127 mm) lettering with ¾-inch (19.1 mm) stroke.  The mezzanine levels shall have the letter “M” preceding the floor number.  Basement levels shall have the letter “B” preceding the floor number.

5. Lower terminus.  The lower and upper terminus of the stairway shall be placed at  the bottom of the sign in 1-inch (25.4 mm) block lettering with ¼-inch (6.4 mm) stroke.

6. Maintenance.  Signs shall be maintained in an approved manner.
1019.1.7.2 Examples.  See figure 1019.1.7.2-A and 1019.1.7.2-B for examples.
1026.1 General.  Means of egress in existing buildings shall comply with Section 1003 through 1025, except as amended in Section 1026.


Exception: Means of egress conforming to the requirements of the building code under which they were constructed shall be considered as complying means of egress if, in the opinion of the fire code official, they do not constitute a distinct hazard to life.


Buildings or structures that were not constructed under the requirements of a building code shall meet the minimum requirements of Chapter 10.  See also OAR 837, Division 41.


OAR 837, Division 41 is not a part of this code but is reproduced or paraphrased here for the reader’s convenience.


OAR 837, Division 41 regulates Exitway Protection. 

1026.1.1 Determining the adequacy of the means of egress.  In determining the adequacy of the means of egress, as required by OAR 837-041-0050(2)(d), the fire code official may be guided by the requirement specified in Sections 1026.2 through 1026.21.

1027.1 General. The means of egress for buildings or portions thereof shall be maintained in accordance with this section.  Overcrowding conditions shall be abated in accordance with Section 107.6.
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