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Current technology has potential to reduce cigarette-caused fires

Cigarette-caused fires continue to plague Oregon.  Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue reports three cigarette-caused fires have resulted in the death of three people this year.  Elsewhere in the state, other fire deaths and numerous fire losses cite cigarettes as the cause.  

The Oregon Office of State Fire Marshal is dedicated to the prevention of fires and fire deaths or injuries.  While public education efforts focus on making sure cigarettes are extinguished and away from combustibles, these efforts fail to reach smokers impaired by fatigue, alcohol, medications or drugs and those with physical and cognitive limitations.  Cigarettes thought to be extinguished may continue to smolder.  Often it is these cigarettes, ignited by just enough additional air, that cause deadly fires.

“Oregon’s fire problem could be significantly reduced if Oregon sold only cigarettes that go out when dropped or are otherwise left unattended,” advises State Fire Marshal Nancy Orr.  “The technology exists; bringing it to Oregon is the next step.”

The State of New York’s legislation for a fire safety standard for cigarettes was effective in June of 2004.  The State of Vermont adopted similar legislation for self-extinguishing cigarettes effective May of 2006 while Canada will become the first country with a national standard to reduce the fire risk of cigarettes.  The Canadian government is calling on tobacco companies to manufacture fire-safe cigarettes beginning in fall 2005.

Six of Oregon’s 41 fire fatalities during 2004 were from cigarette caused fires.  From 1999 to 2004, 30 Oregonians lost their lives in cigarette caused fires.  A more comprehensive look at Oregon fires involving cigarettes may be seen at: http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/docs/Comm_Ed/Cigarettes.xls
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