8/31/2005 


OREGON STATE FIRE MARSHAL INCIDENT ACTIVITY REPORT

1600 hours 08/29/05

Prepared by Donna Disch and Rich Hoover

OSFM REPORT 
TYPE OF INCIDENT:  Conflagration

INCIDENT NAME:  Deer Creek Fire

DATE AND TIME FIRE STARTED: August 25, 2005 @ 1700 
For Conflagration: DATE AND TIME CONFLAGRATION DECLARED: August 25, 2005 @ 20:45 requested by Josephine Fire Defense Board Chief Brian Pike.

LOCATION: 8 miles north of Cave Junction and a few miles east of Selma, OR.
SIZE: On 8/29/05 size was estimated to be down to 1,548 acres. Firefighting activities have maintained the fire within its pre-established fire perimeter. 

On 8/27/05 size was revised from 1800 to 1636 acres after using infrared and global positioning system (GPS) technologies during a flyover.

CAUSE: Under investigation. ODF has two investigators working on determination.

STATUS: The fire is 60% contained with control lines around the entire perimeter.  Hand crews are establishing a 100 foot cold zone (clearing) has been established around all residential structures.

ODF’s Incident Command continues with wildland firefighters working the perimeter with a hoseline. 

Josephine County Task Forces, which includes Rural Metro and Grants pass firefighters, has established public relations and after-the fire structural assessments. 

The fire started burning in grass, brush and timber 8 miles north of Cave Junction and a few miles east of Selma, Oregon. It burned briefly in a lowland valley on both sides of Deer Creek Road, then moved onto steeper ground and into a more heavily timbered area. 

RESIDENCES THREATENED: 102 homes 
STRUCTURES THREATENED:  225: 102 homes and 123 other buildings 
RESIDENCES EVACUATED: At noon 8/27/05 all evacuation advisories were rescinded and citizens now have access to their property.   

Evacuation was voluntary however once evacuated residents were not allowed to return to their homes.  Per Josephine County Sheriff’s Office: Search and Rescue were going door to door on Davis Creek, Elliot Creek and Cheny Creek advising of voluntary evacuations. Citizens needing medication were allowed access to their homes. The American Red Cross (ARC) has a shelter open at Illinois Valley High School until not needed. ARC reported 4 people used the shelter the first night of the fire. 

RESIDENCES LOST:  5 homes; 2 homes have been damaged.  Note: residences range from yurts to single family homes. 
OTHER STRUCTURES LOST: 7 other buildings are confirmed destroyed; 6 outbuildings have been damaged.
INJURIES/FATALITIES: 2 local firefighters on the first night; one from exhaustion (dehydration) and one from a fall, misjudged, both treated and released.  Balance of the firefighters continue to deal with poison oak, bee stings and the rough terrain.
SPECIAL CONDITIONS:  Road closures were lifted 8/28/05.  Citizens should still be ready for evacuations if the fire flares up and conditions again become dangerous. 

Snags and falling trees present a challenge to firefighters determining damage in areas with burned structures.  Fire managers credit the Illinois Valley Fire District and neighboring structural fire departments with efficient and timely response resulting in reduced losses.  

The fire began aggressively until 0100 hours 08/26/05 when an air inversion decreased temperatures and caused the fire to remain down through early afternoon.  As the afternoon progressed, the inversion lifted and the fire became spotty. Fire area is steep rugged terrain with heavy fuel of timber, brush and grass.  

INCIDENT MANAGEMENT AGENCY (S): Oregon Department of Forestry Lead; OSFM structural lead now demobilized; structural overhead team has disbanded.

STRUCTURAL INCIDENT COMMANDER:  Bill Anderson (TVF&R for OSFM), now demobilized.
WILDLAND OR OTHER (STATE WHICH TYPE) INCIDENT COMMANDER:  Tom Savage, Oregon Department of Forestry
AGENCIES INVOLVED IN SUPPRESSION: Demobilized all structural task forces 8/29/05. 

Illinois Valley Fire District has established an information center at their fire station on the highway. With the demobilization of all other task forces the delegation of authority for structural firefighting has returned to Illinois Valley Fire District. 

Klamath County Task Force was demobilized at 1900 on 8/27/05; Coos Task Force #1 was demobilized at 0830 on 8/28/05

As the fire started local structural fire departments from the Rogue Valley area included the Illinois Valley, Rural Metro, Jackson County Task Force, (includes Medford, Ashland), and Grants Pass, Oregon Department of Forestry.  These departments were on scene prior to the conflagration declaration.  Additional forces, listed below, were mobilized. As of 0400 hours 08/26/05, the Rogue Valley area agencies structural resources were demobilized from the Deer Creek Fire and made available for initial attack in their home areas.

Federal Agencies – None at this time
Other state – California Department of Forestry

Other – Josephine County Sheriff’s Office managed evacuation and traffic control; the ARC set up Illinois Valley High School as a shelter for evacuation, Josephine County Emergency Management Search and Rescue are notified citizens of current evacuation status and provided public information. 

OSFM Resources – 

	Task Force/Strike Team
	#of Personnel
	# of Equipment
	Fire Departments

	All remaining task forces were demobilized 8/29/05 by 0900 
	
	
	

	Lane County – Task Force #1
	2
	Command
	Lane County #1

	Lane County – Task Force #1
	3
	Type II Engine
	Springfield

	Lane County – Task Force #1
	2
	Type II Tender
	McKenzie

	Lane County – Task Force #1
	3
	Type II Engine
	Coburg

	Lane County – Task Force #1
	4
	Type II Engine
	Goshen Fire

	Lane County – Task Force #1
	4
	Type II Engine
	Junction City

	
	16
	
	

	Linn County – Task Force #1
	2
	Command Vehicle 
	Albany/Sweethome

	Linn County – Task Force #1
	2
	Tender
	Brownsville

	Linn County – Task Force #1
	3
	Type II Engine
	Brownsville

	Linn County – Task Force #1
	3
	Type III Engine
	Lebanon

	Linn County – Task Force #1
	3
	Type III Engine
	Sweet Home

	Linn County – Task Force #1
	3
	Type III Engine
	Lebanon

	
	14
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Benton County Task Force #1
	2
	Command Vehicle
	Corvallis

	Benton County Task Force #1
	2
	Tender
	Corvallis

	Benton County Task Force #1
	3
	Type III Engine
	Corvallis

	Benton County Task Force #1
	4
	Type I Engine
	Alsea

	Benton County Task Force #1
	4
	Type I Engine
	Philomath

	Benton County Task Force #1
	4
	Type I Engine
	Corvallis

	
	19
	
	

	
	
	
	

	DEMOBILIZED (1900 8/27/05):
	
	
	

	Klamath County Task Force
	1
	Command Vehicle
	Chiloquin

	Klamath County Task Force
	3
	Type III Engine
	Chiloquin

	Klamath County Task Force
	4
	Type I Engine
	Klamath FD #1

	Klamath County Task Force
	4
	Type I Engine
	Kingsley Field

	Klamath County Task Force
	3
	Type I Engine
	Keno

	Klamath County Task Force
	2
	Tender
	Klamath County #4

	
	17
	
	

	DEMOBILIZED (0830 8/28/05):
	
	
	

	Coos County – Task Force #1
	2
	T-5 Tender
	Siuslaw Valley

	Coos County – Task Force #1
	3
	Type III Engine
	Bandon

	Coos County – Task Force #1
	3
	Type II Engine
	Siuslaw Valley

	Coos County – Task Force #1
	3
	Type II Engine
	North Bend

	Coos County – Task Force #1
	5
	Type II Engine
	North Bend

	
	16
	
	

	Total task force participants for Deer Creek Conflagration 
	82
	
	


Task force: one task force leader with command vehicle, capability to refill own water tanks, three type I or II engines with off-pavement capability, one type III engine and one tender.

OSFM INCIDENT MANAGEMENT TEAM: Red Team 

(DEMOBILIZED 08/29/05 BY 1030)
	Position
	Name
	Fire Service

	Administrator
	State Fire Marshal Nancy Orr
	OSFM

	Agency Representative
	Chief Deputy Randy Simpson
	OSFM

	IC
	Bill Anderson
	TVF&R

	Deputy IC
	Jim Stearns
	Hermiston

	IIO
	Tim Birr
	TVF&R

	Safety Officer
	Kent Barnes
	Redmond FD

	Planning
	John Fowler (Steve Frazier-shadow)
	Pendleton

	Deputy Planning
	Al McMahen
	Sublimity RFPD

	Resource Unit Leader
	Charlie Chase
	OSFM

	Logistics
	Scott Goff/ Michelle Stevens – assisting* 
	OSFM

	Finance
	Keith Brown
	OSFM

	Ops Chief
	John Ketchum
	Keno

	Deputy Ops
	Tay Robertson
	Sisters

	Div/Grp Supervisors
	Doug Koellermeier/Dale Ledyard/Doug Myers
	Bend/McKenzie/TVF&R

	Communications Unit
	Bruce Bjerke/Brian Fritsen**
	OSFM


*Pat Carroll of OSFM, shadowed Scott Goff in Logistics 8/26-28/05

** Communications Unit is made up of representatives from ARESMAT:Amateur Radio Emergency Services (ARES) Mutual Assistance Teams (MAT)
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

· Wildfire…Evacuation Readiness http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/docs/Comm_Ed/WUI/wildfire_evac.doc 
· After the Wildfire… http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/docs/Comm_Ed/WUI/After_a_wildfire.doc
· Projected OSFM structural mobilization expenses to date are $410,000. Estimated total fire cost for all agencies is approximately $5,200,000.

· Deer Creek has been declared a FEMA fire: http://www.fema.gov/news/event.fema?id=4785
· Fire is on mix of private and Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land.

· More information is available at OSFM website: http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM under Wildland Urban Interface and Emergency Mobilization and   http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/docs/Comm_Ed/WUI/WUIR_1_Conflagration_Impact.pdf for citizens 
PRESS RELEASES: 

August 30: http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/news/DeerCreekPressR_5.doc 

August 29: http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/news/DeerCreekPressR_4.doc
August 28: http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/news/DeerCreekPressR_3.doc
August 27: http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/news/DeerCreekPressR_2.doc
August 26: http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/news/DeerCreekPressR_1.doc
OTHER RESOURCES: 
Pacific Northwest Fire Situation Report (NW Interagency Coordination Center):

http://www.nwccweb.us/information/fire_info.asp
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