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         Hot Spots from the State Fire Marshal

April 2007
Safer-cigarette legislation

Oregon’s fire-safer cigarette legislation, House Bill 2163-A passed the Oregon Senate, March 29 by a 25 to 4 vote. Senators Floyd Prozanski (D-Eugene) and Avel Gordly (I-Portland) carried the bill to the Senate after the Senate Commerce Committee voted a ‘do pass’ recommendation on March 19. Senator Prozanski recognized the significant work of retired firefighters Tom Whelan and Tim Birr along with the Office of State Fire Marshal and members of the Oregon fire service in collaborating with the tobacco industry to develop a bill unifying previously different viewpoints. Governor Kulongoski is expected to sign the bill into law. For more information about fire-safer cigarettes visit the Office of State Fire Marshal website at www.sfm.state.or.us or contact Tari Glocar at 503-373-1540, ext. 273 or tari.glocar@state.or.us.
IMT, US&R and HazMat Teams management reorganization

Statewide Incident Management Teams, Urban Search & Rescue Task Forces and Hazardous Materials Response Teams are now managed by the new Emergency Response Unit. Combining management of the three specialized response teams under one arm of OSFM will improve the coordination, communication and continuity between all units involved. It will also increase efficiency, enhance deployment standards and call-down lists making for more timely and effective response benefiting Oregon citizens, local governments and the Oregon fire service. For more information, contact Mariana Ruiz-Temple at 503-373-1540 ext. 238 or email mariana.ruiz-temple@state.or.us.
Wildfire Awareness Week (WAW)
May 6-12 is Wildfire Awareness Week and Office of State Fire Marshal, in collaboration with the Oregon Department of Forestry, Wildfire Structural Committee, Institute for Business & Home Safety and the Federal Alliance for Safe Homes, has developed a toolkit available to all Oregon fire departments and districts to enhance WAW activities. The free toolkit includes a model proclamation, news release, two safety cards, radio public service announcements and an order form for free supplemental printed material and videos. To order copies of the toolkit or for more information, contact Krista Fischer at 503.373.1540 ext. 245 or email Krista.Fischer@state.or.us or.
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