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Introduction:
I
n 2004, the Oregon Office of State Fire Marshal (OSFM) and the Oregon Fire Marshals Association (OFMA) established a committee to develop the Fire and Life Safety Recognition process in response to requests by fire marshals, the Governor’s Fire Service Policy Council, and construction trade groups interested in validating the competency, complexity, and the professionalism practiced by Oregon fire marshals.  The goal of the recognition program is to provide fire professionals working in the vocation of fire and life safety a means to be recognized for the scope of practice of their specialized expertise and professionalism.

In developing the levels of recognition both OSFM and OFMA recognized the importance of basing recognition levels on nationally accepted standards. The recognition levels are based on the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 1031 Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan Examiner (2003 edition), International Code Council certifications and specific Oregon requirements.  The Department of Public and Safety Standards and Training (DPSST) and the International Fire Service Accreditation Congress (IFSAC) have adopted NFPA 1031 standards for fire inspectors.
The goal of the recognition program is to provide professional development, recognize scope of practice as an assistant to the state fire marshal, and promote leadership in fire and life safety. The OSFM and OFMA are interested in and committed to your development as a fire service leader. We understand that professional development is a journey, not a destination.  The following pages offer information that will enable you to plan a systematic program of development for your professional service career. 
What is Recognition?

R
ecognition through the OSFM and OFMA is currently a voluntary process providing a means of recognizing your professional expertise at specific levels of competency.  The OSFM has begun to adopt by rule levels of expertise for specific scopes of practice. These recognition levels will also be adopted when the training to meet them is widely available.  Our goal is to provide certificates of recognition for Oregon’s fire prevention personnel who meet the minimum competencies established through NFPA 1031 related to the scope of practice for Fire Inspector I, II, and III and through the International Code Council.  The recognition process is designed so fire service personnel conducting code enforcement can progressively move up the recognition ladder as they take on greater responsibility and authority throughout their career.  The following three levels of recognition are currently available to Oregon’s Fire Service:

· Fire and Life Safety Specialist I: Individuals at the Fire and Life Safety Specialist I level perform basic fire safety inspections. 
Scope of Practice: Inspects structures to ensure compliance with applicable codes, perform common complaint based inspections, identify and apply corrective action to abate code violations, apply the codes to simple/moderate processes and associated equipment and operations, assist staff and the public in code interpretation and application, prepare written documents and process permits,  participate in other legal enforcement remedies, and provide court testimony.
· Fire and Life Safety Specialist II: Individuals at the Fire and Life Safety Specialist II level perform fire safety inspections with moderate technical challenges. 
Scope of Practice:  Duties of Specialist I plus perform complex complaint based inspections, identify and apply corrective action to abate code violations, apply the codes to complex processes and associated equipment and operations, recommend modifications to fire codes, initiate legal enforcement actions, provide testimony in court, recommend revisions to division policies, and assist and instruct lower-level inspectors. Additional responsibilities include the ability to perform plan review to the extent occupancies can be classified, occupant loads can be computed, protection systems plans can be reviewed, verify compliant egress elements and construction type. 
· Fire Marshal: Individuals at the Fire Marshal level perform fire safety inspections with advanced technical challenges.  

Scope of Practice:  Duties of Specialist II plus conduct and oversee inspections of highly complex facilities and operations, evaluate alternate methods of protection and compliance, evaluate emergency planning and procedures, and a strong knowledge of installation and testing of fire protection systems.  In addition a fire marshal must have experience in management and budget development, division policy, recommend code updates, coordinate programs and services related to fire prevention, establish staff development and mentoring programs, design records management systems, assess and procure equipment, tools, and library materials, understand legal authority, processes, and limits of code enforcement.
Note:  A fourth level, Executive Fire Marshal, is under development, pending NFPA 1037 Standard for Professional Qualifications for Fire Marshals currently in draft from.

What are the requirements for each recognition level?
T
he recognition requirements are based on the requisite knowledge and skills required in NFPA 1031.  Applicants should review the recognition requirements required for Fire and Life Safety Specialist I, II, and Fire Marshal and determine the best fit for their current scope of practice and certification(s) held. Applicants are required to provide proof that they meet the requisite knowledge and skills identified with each of the above recognition levels. This proof includes a photocopy of applicable certification(s).  For additional information about the requisite knowledge and skills required please review NFPA 1031.
Note: If you are applying for Fire and Life Safety Specialist II or Fire Marshal, you must provide proof that you have mastered the recognition requirements for the previous level.

Recognition requirements:
· Fire and Life Safety Specialist I

· Fire and Life Safety Awareness I Scope of Authority & Assembly A Occupancies1
· Fire and Life Safety Awareness II Fire Department Access, Water Supplies and Fire Flows1
· DPSST Inspector I certification2
· ICC Inspector I or II certification 

· Certificate of attendance in a current Oregon Fire Code or amendment class 
· Basic elements of building and mechanical codes class3
· Fire and Life Safety Specialist II 

· DPSST Inspector II certification2 
· ICC Fire Inspector II Certification
· Fire Marshal 

· DPSST Inspector III certification2 
1
Fire and Life Safety Awareness I and II are currently offered by the Office State Fire Marshal.
2 
If you have a current Inspector I, II, or III certificate through NFPA, IFSAC or equivalent it will meet the DPSST requirements listed above.

3
If you have attended a building and mechanical code conference and received a certificate or successfully completed a college level course it will meet the requirements for basic elements of building and mechanical codes requirements listed above. 
How does the recognition process work?

· Applicants send their applications and corresponding documentation to:

Office of State Fire Marshal

Attn: Mary Olson, Fire and Life Safety Services

4760 Portland Road NE

Salem, Oregon 97305-1760

· The OSFM is responsible for processing the application within sixty days. 
Application Process Flow Chart:

	Applicant Information:

	Name:
	     
	
	     
	
	  
	
	DPSST Fire #:
	     
	

	(Last)
(First)
(MI)
	

	Mailing Address:
	     
	

	City:
	     
	
	State:
	     
	
	Zip Code:
	     
	

	Home Phone:
	     
	
	Work Phone:
	     
	
	Other Phone:
	     
	

	E-mail:
	     
	
	
	

	


	Applying for the Following Recognition Level:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fire and Life Safety Specialist I

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fire and Life Safety Specialist II
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fire Marshal
	

	


	Formal Education:

	List colleges, military, trade, business or other schools attended
	

	Name and Location of   School, College, or     University
	Course of Study         (List Major)
	Credits Earned         Check One and         Indicate Hours
	Did You Graduate
	Degree or Cert. Received (AA, BA, BS, MA, PhD)
	

	1
	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Quarter   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Semester  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Clock

     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
	     
	

	2
	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Quarter   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Semester  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Clock

     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
	     
	

	3
	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Quarter   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Semester  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Clock

     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
	     
	

	


	Certificates and Specialized Training:

	List any required certificates or specialized training.
	

	Description
	Issuing Agency
	State
	Number
	Issue Date
	Expiration Date
	

	1
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	2
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	3
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	4
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	5
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	
	Note: Attach photocopies of required certificate(s).
	


	Fire and Life Safety Experience:

	
	

	Position 1 (Current or Most Recent):
	

	Name of Fire Agency:

     
	Phone Number:
     
	

	Job Title:
     
	Supervisors Name:
     
	

	From (Month-Year):
     
	To (Month-Year):
     
	Total Time in Position: 
     
	Hours Worked Per Week:
     
	

	
	

	Position 2:
	

	Name of Fire Agency:

     
	Phone Number:
     
	

	Job Title:
     
	Supervisors Name:
     
	

	From (Month-Year):
     
	To (Month-Year):
     
	Total Time in Position: 
     
	Hours Worked Per Week:
     
	

	
	

	Position 3:
	

	Name of Fire Agency:

     
	Phone Number

     
	

	Job Title:
     
	Supervisors Name:
     
	

	From (Month-Year):
     
	To (Month-Year):
     
	Total Time in Position:
     
	Hours Worked Per Week:
     
	

	
	

	
	

	CERTIFICATION AND SIGNATURE

I understand that any verbal or written statement that is false, fraudulent or misleading that is contained in this application or attached materials, or made in the course of the evaluating your recognition status, whether made by me or by others at my request, will result in rejection of my application, or revocation of my recognition status if discovered after recognition has been approved.

· I certify that all statements contained herein are true and complete whether made by others or me at my request.

· I authorize the Office of State Fire Marshal to check my references and verify education information provided on this fire and life safety recognition application.

· I release the Office of State Fire Marshal and all providers of information from any liability as a result of furnishing and receiving any information related to the recognition process.

	Signature (must be signed in ink)
	Date:


Note: Please provide copies of the appropriate documentation to show compliance with the required training and/or certification specified for each level of recognition. Please retain a copy of the application for your records
	Completed by OSFM:

	Application Status:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approved    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Denied    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Undetermined            Date:
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* SDSFM is Supervising Deputy State Fire Marshal; FLSS is Fire and Life Safety Services Unit; and T&D is Training and Development.
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