
Explosives Composition of Fireworks 
 
 

 
Pyrotechnics 
 
Cakes 25% of gross weight* 

Unknown Display shells 50% of gross weight* 

Whistles, Comets, Tails or other inserts less than/equal to  
1” in diameter with thick cardboard tubes 

25% of gross weight** 

Whistles, Comets, Tails or other inserts less than/equal to  
1” in diameter with thin cardboard tubes 

50% of gross weight** 

Any insert greater than 1” in diameter 50% of gross weight** 

Stars (bulk) 100% of gross weight* 

Squibs .5 pound LE per 2,000 squibs 

 
* Industry standard 
**  American Pyrotechnics Association 


