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Fatal fire highlights need for legislation
A fatal cigarette-caused fire in Eagle Point on Friday has again brought a call for self-extinguishing cigarettes.  The death of an 85-year-old male brings the number of cigarette-caused fire deaths in Oregon to five for 2006.

Fire investigators believe Henry Carl Huebner dropped the cigarette he was smoking after falling asleep while watching television.  

In hopes of preventing similar fatalities, cigarette fire-safety legislation will again be introduced to the 2007 Oregon Legislature.  This same legislation was proposed in the 2005 Oregon Legislature. The state senate passed the measure, but it was not heard in the house. Since the start of 2006 cigarette-caused fatal fires confirmed or suspected have occurred in Grants Pass, Ontario, Portland, and Blodgett.  
Oregon would join New York, Vermont, California, New Hampshire, Illinois and most recently Massachusetts in adopting fire safety standards for cigarettes. Oregon’s proposed legislation mirrors that already adopted by these states as well as the entire nation of Canada. All of these laws are based on a uniform standard for cigarette fire safety developed by the federal government in the mid-1980s.
“With over one-fourth of the U.S. population currently under, or soon to be under, the protection of this law, we hope Oregonians will soon be protected as well,” states Chief Deputy Oregon Fire Marshal Randy Simpson.
Oregon cigarette-caused fires result in about 250 structural fires per year with losses averaging in excess of $4 million annually.  
More information may be found at: http://www.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/Oregon_Fire_Safety_COA.shtml
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