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Structural firefighters protect homes in Black Crater Conflagration near Sisters  

Salem, OR—The Black Crater Conflagration grew to 2684 acres while structural firefighters protected homes evacuated by 496 residents from 204 homes of the Crossroads subdivision and Edgington Road outside the Deschutes County town of Sisters.  

The Oregon Office of State Fire Marshal mobilized four structural task forces from Clackamas, Linn, Lane, and Benton counties along with a strike team from Marion County to bring additional personnel and equipment to assist in protecting structures threatened by wildfire.  As the four task forces from the Willamette Valley rested this morning, four additional structural task forces from Central Oregon continued defending structures most at risk.  As the fire behavior became more extreme in the afternoon all eight task forces and the strike team continued protecting homes and buildings.

One structure, a cabin in an area with no fire protection, has been reported as a loss.

The lightning-caused fire began on July 23 burning 350 acres in steep terrain and at 3:45pm on July 27th Governor Ted Kulongoski invoked the Oregon Conflagration Act to allow State Fire Marshal Nancy Orr to mobilize firefighters and equipment to assist local resources battling the fire. The request to invoke the Oregon Conflagration Act came from Deschutes County Fire Defense Board Chief Taylor Robertson.

Updated fire information is available at OSFM website: http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM.  Additional resources on surviving wildfires may be accessed at:

· Wildfire…Evacuation Readiness http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/docs/Comm_Ed/WUI/wildfire_evac.doc 
· After the Wildfire… http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/docs/Comm_Ed/WUI/After_a_wildfire.doc
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