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Oregonians reminded to practice their escape plan during Fire Prevention Week
October 7-13 is National Fire Prevention Week and State Fire Marshal Nancy Orr reminds Oregonians to have an established and well-practiced escape plan in the event of a home fire. 

The Office of State Fire Marshal, the Oregon Volunteer Firefighters Association, the Oregon Life Safety Team and fire departments statewide have teamed up in support of the national fire prevention campaign titled, Practice Your Escape Plan to remind Oregonians when fire strikes, often there are only seconds to escape. Knowing what to do now by planning and practicing an escape plan will save lives later. 

“If families take the time to develop an escape plan and practice it, they increase their chances of surviving a home fire,” says Oregon State Fire Marshal Nancy Orr. “In addition to a home fire escape plan, having working smoke alarms on every level of your home and outside every bedroom can mean the difference between life and death,” stated Orr.
From 2000 through 2006 in Oregon, there have been 24,819 residential fires resulting in 195 deaths and 1,284 injuries. Being alerted to a fire and knowing what to do to escape are extremely important, yet according to the National Fire Protection Association, only 23% of households nationwide have planned and practiced a home fire escape plan.
Fire Prevention Week is a good time to develop and practice your home fire escape plan:

· Draw up escape routes from all areas of the house.
· Plan alternate routes out of each room.

· Pick a place outside to meet safely away from the house.

· Once everyone is safe, find a phone and dial 911

· Practice – don’t just talk about it – practice:

· At night when the lights are off.

· An early morning drill to ensure children awake.

· On hands and knees to simulate being surrounded by smoke.

Fire Prevention Week is observed annually throughout North America and Europe, observing the anniversary of the Great Chicago Fire known for destroying a large part of the city and killing 250 people on October 9, 1871.

For more information on fire safety, contact your local fire department or visit http://www.oregon.gov/OSP/SFMindex.shtml.
####

�





                                                                     Oregon State Police


Office of State Fire Marshal


4760 Portland Road NE


Salem, OR 97305-1760


503-373-1540


Fax 503-373-1825 


TTY 503-390-4661


E-mail: Oregon.sfm@state.or.us


www.sfm.state.or.us








OREGON  


Theodore R. Kulongoski, Governor









