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Fireworks - Keep it legal, keep it safe
The Office of State Fire Marshal (OSFM), Oregon fire service, natural resource agencies, Oregon fireworks wholesalers and safety experts encourage Oregonians to know what fireworks are legal for consumers in Oregon, where fireworks are legal, how simple steps increase safety, and why illegal fireworks are a bad choice – both from a safety standpoint, penalties and possible jail time.  June 23 opens the fireworks sales season.  
“Oregon law bans possession, use or sales of fireworks that fly, explode or travel more than six feet on the ground or 12 inches in the air,” advises State Fire Marshal Nancy Orr.  “Legal fireworks may be purchased only from Oregon permitted fireworks retailers and stands.”

OSFM has issued 861 retail fireworks permits, of these 432 are fireworks stands or tents.  Consumers are cautioned about purchasing fireworks by internet or mail from vendors outside Oregon.  Bottle rockets, Roman Candles, M80’s and firecrackers are ILLEGAL in Oregon.  
Federal parks and forests, state parks and forests and Oregon beaches all prohibit fireworks.  

Illegal fireworks can be expensive.  Under Oregon law, officials may seize illegal fireworks fining offenders up to $500 per violation including possession of illegal fireworks and endangering life and property.  Offenders may be arrested as well.  Any fireworks causing damage or misuse of fireworks carries a liability for the offender, who may be required to pay for resulting fire or other damage.  Parents, too, are liable for fireworks damage caused by their children.  Costs may include assessed fines as well as the cost of suppressing fireworks-caused fires.

- continued -

“Using fireworks safely helps reduce injuries and costly fires,” adds Orr.

The 194 reported fireworks-related fires for the year 2005 show almost a 50 percent decrease from the 379 fireworks-related fires for the year 2004. Of the fireworks-related fires, 164 occurred from June 1 through July 31, 2005, and resulted in an estimated dollar loss of $287,667.  Youths, seventeen and younger, were responsible for sixty-eight (35 percent), of the 194 fireworks-related fires. This same age group was responsible for $222,771 (76 percent), of the total estimated dollar loss.
Steps to safer use of fireworks include:

· Be prepared before lighting fireworks: keep water available by using a garden hose or bucket.

· Be safe when lighting fireworks: keep children and pets away from fireworks.

· Be responsible after lighting fireworks: never relight a dud.  Wait 15 to 20 minutes then soak in a bucket of water before disposal.
More information may be found at: http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/Fireworks_Program.shtml
Oregon Parks/State Fire Marshal graphics click here.
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