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October 27, 2005

For Immediate Release

Contact:  Donna Disch
(503) 373-1540, ext. 275 or (503) 945-0329, pager

               Rich Hoover   (503) 373-1540, ext. 217 or (503) 370-0033, pager
Fire safety at Halloween should be a top priority

Oregon State Fire Marshal Nancy Orr reminds residents the three-day period surrounding Halloween represents an increased fire risk. During this period, candle fires in Oregon go up by 25% while incendiary and suspicious fires rise by 15%.

“Most adults and children find Halloween fun,” says Orr.  “Making fire safety a priority will prevent happy times from turning into tragedies.”

With Halloween just a few days away, Orr reminds Oregonians of a few simple steps to keep everyone safe.

· Blow out all candles before leaving the room or before going to sleep. 

· Keep candles at least one foot away from things that may burn.

· Always use a sturdy metal, glass or ceramic candleholder.

· Place candles out of reach of small children and pets.

· Trim wicks to one-quarter inch before lighting.

· Avoid candles with items embedded in them such as twigs, flowers or leaves.

· Provide children with lightweight flashlights to carry for lighting as part of their costume. 

· Adopt these tips as candle safety rules in your home.

· To reduce arson related fires be sure to report any suspicious activity in your area to your local law enforcement agencies.
More information on Oregon candle fire statistics and safety is available at: http://www.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/Home_Fire_Safety_Campaign.shtml
For audio files go to http://www.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/Press_Release_Audio.shtml
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