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Recent kitchen fires highlight importance of cooking fire safety 

A series of cooking fires throughout Oregon this month serve as a reminder of the importance of cooking fire safety. A succession of July 2007 residential cooking related fires have resulted in one injury and caused thousands of dollars in property damage.
In addition to two cooking related fires in Salem causing $16,500 in damages, a third cooking related fire in Gresham resulted in burns to a 13 year-old boy who was transported to Mt. Hood Medical Center; and in Klamath County, a stove burner left on ignited a fire causing $225,000 in damage.
“Apparently, the home lost power while the residents were cooking and they neglected to turn off the burner before going to bed,” states Klamath County Deputy State Fire Marshal Greg Davis. “Remaining vigilant is the key with cooking safety as well as other home fire safety issues.” 
The Oregon Office of State Fire Marshal offers the following tips on cooking safety:

· Keep a close eye on what you’re cooking – never leave cooking food unattended.

· Keep your cooking area clean, including the stovetop, oven and exhaust fan.

· Keep dishtowels and potholders away from the burners on the stove.
· Watch your sleeves – loose sleeves over hot burners can melt, ignite, or catch on the handles of pots and pans.
· Cooking oil can ignite quickly. Heat oil slowly and watch it closely.

· Keep a fire extinguisher in your kitchen and within easy reach and know how to use it.
More information on Oregon cooking fire statistics is available at http://egov.oregon.gov/OSP/SFM/Home_Fire_Safety_Campaign.shtml. 
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