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Oregon firefighters in leadership roles for relief efforts after Hurricane Katrina

As evacuees are leaving the devastation of Hurricane Katrina and arrive in designated refuge areas, Oregon firefighters are providing leadership for the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA).  Oregon fire departments report to the Oregon Office of State Fire Marshal over fifty two-person recovery teams deployed to help fill a nationwide request from FEMA for fire service personnel.  Oregon firefighters are leading efforts in community relations.

“Oregon firefighters are ready with training, experience and the right attitude,” praises State Fire Marshal Nancy Orr.  “Their willingness to do whatever needs to be done has landed them in critical leadership roles.  We are so proud of them.”

Hillsboro firefighter Kelly Zakrzewski is FEMA Incident Command’s selection for Planning Section Chief while her deployed team member, Hillsboro firefighter Scott Stutzman, is assigned as Operations Section Chief.  Both are heading strategic planning for the Houston area’s Community Relations.  
“Our goal is to register 95% of Katrina survivors evacuated to the Houston Astrodome area for FEMA support,” explains Zakrzewski.  Once evacuees arrived, many quickly dispersed throughout the city.  She goes on to explain firefighters are beating the pavement to locate and register evacuees found in gathering places such as churches, synagogues, hotels and a multitude of shelters throughout the nation’s fourth largest city.  FEMA support includes temporary housing and medical assistance.

“We are going to them,” continues Zakrzewski. “We are out there looking for those who’ve survived by making ourselves visible, easy to find and ready to help.”
Oregon fire departments and districts reporting personnel serving at the forefront of Gulf recovery efforts include: 

· Albany Fire Department - four

· Applegate Rural Fire Protection District - two

· Eugene Fire and Emergency Resources - five

· Gresham Fire and Emergency Services - four 

· Hermiston Fire and Emergency Services - four

· Hillsboro Fire Department - fourteen 

· Hood River County - six 

(From Cascade Locks, Hood River and Parkdale fire departments)

· Jackson County Rural Fire Protection District #5 - two

· Klamath County Rural Fire Protection District #1 - four

· Keizer Fire District - two

· Lake Oswego Fire & Rescue & Life Safety - two

· Lebanon Fire Department - two

· Lewis & Clark Rural Fire Protection District - two

· Marion County Rural Fire Protection District #1 - two

· Portland Bureau of Fire & Rescue & EMS - twenty

· Redmond Fire and Rescue - two

· Roseburg Fire Department - two

· Salem Fire Department - six

· Seal Rock - two
· Silverton Rural Fire Protection District - two

· Springfield Fire Life Safety - one

· Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue - six

· Woodburn Fire District - four

Pictures and updates from Oregon firefighters in the recovery areas will be posted on the Office of State Fire Marshal website: http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/.  All care has been taken to support FEMA’s direction to respect the privacy of evacuees.  
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