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Oregon firefighters dispatched for relief efforts in the wake of Hurricane Katrina

As the nation sends response support to the devastation caused by Hurricane Katrina on the Gulf Coast, Oregon firefighters are at the forefront of relief efforts from the state.  The Oregon Office of State Fire Marshal reports Oregon fire departments are sending over forty two-person recovery teams in response to the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s request for fire service personnel.  The teams will assist with disaster medical assistance and community relations

“We all have a sense of connection to those suffering; the Oregon fire service is answering the call and doing their part,” acknowledges State Fire Marshal Nancy Orr.  “Oregon firefighters are response ready.  They have the training and experience to handle both natural and man-made disasters.”
Oregon fire departments and districts sending personnel include: 

· Applegate Rural Fire Protection District - two

· Gresham Fire and Emergency Services - four 
· Hermiston Fire and Emergency Services - two
· Hillsboro Fire Department - eight 

· Hood River County – six 

(from Cascade Locks, Hood River and Parkdale fire departments)
· Jackson County Rural Fire Protection District #5 - two
· Klamath County Rural Fire Protection District #1 - four
· Keizer Fire District - two
· Lake Oswego Fire & Rescue & Life Safety – two
· Lebanon Fire Department - two
· Lewis & Clark Rural Fire Protection District - two
· Marion County Rural Fire Protection District #1- two
· Portland Bureau of Fire & Rescue & EMS - twenty
· Redmond Fire and Rescue - two

· Roseburg Fire Department - two
· Salem Fire Department - six
· Silverton Rural Fire Protection District - two
· Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue - six
· Woodburn Fire District - four
Once teams arrive to their assigned area of operation, they become part of an eight-person team; the Lake Oswego and Gresham teams will be paired with a Bay area team from California.  Deployment may be as short as two weeks, though it is usually for thirty days. 
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