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Structural firefighters protect homes threatened by McLean Creek Conflagration 
Salem, OR—Six task forces, consisting of 101 structural firefighters and suppression equipment, protected homes from 20-foot flames as the McLean Creek Conflagration escalated during the night jumping Highway 86. The 5000-acre fire threatens 90 homes in northeast Oregon east of Halfway including the communities of Oxbow, Pine Creek and Homestead. The Oregon Office of State Fire Marshal coordinates task forces from fire departments statewide. A voluntary evacuation is in place and firefighters have gone door-to-door to assist residents.  

The request to invoke the Oregon Conflagration Act was made by Baker County Fire Defense Chief Buzz Harper on behalf of Baker County Commission Chair Fred Warner Jr. and County Emergency Manager Mark Bennett. At 8:10 p.m. Monday, Governor Kulongoski invoked the Emergency Conflagration Act clearing the way for State Fire Marshal Nancy Orr to mobilize resources to protect structures and dwellings in Baker County. 

The McLean Creek fire is managed as part of the Foster Gulch Complex.  The complex has been declared a FEMA fire emergency making it eligible for federal reimbursement for part of the state’s firefighting costs. More information is available at OSFM website: http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/Conflag_McLean_Creek.shtml
Additional resources on surviving wildfires may be accessed at:

· Wildfire…Evacuation Readiness http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/docs/Comm_Ed/WUI/wildfire_evac.doc 
· After the Wildfire… http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/docs/Comm_Ed/WUI/After_a_wildfire.doc
·  Wildland Urban Interface and Emergency Mobilization http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/Conflag_and_Wildland.shtml
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