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November 07, 2007
For Immediate Release

Contact: Rich Hoover     503-373-1540, ext. 217 or (503) 370-0033, pager


 Eric McMullen  503-816-9149
Family saved by home fire sprinkler system
A Sherwood family recently was saved from possible tragedy by a home fire sprinkler when it activated to extinguish a fire in the home’s laundry room.
A crew from Tualatin Valley Fire and Rescue (TVF&R) arrived at the home in Cedar Creek West subdivision, to find the homeowners safely evacuated, having been alerted by a working smoke alarm. The laundry room fire was extinguished by a single sprinkler head, resulting in only minor water and smoke damage.

TVF&R officials note without a residential fire sprinkler system, the fire would have extended to the home’s second floor with potentially deadly results.

Home fire sprinklers along with working smoke alarms can be a life saving addition to home fire protection. Homes in the Sherwood’s Cedar Creek West subdivision were built with home fire sprinklers in an agreement between the developer and the city as a substitute for the developer providing only one access road into the subdivision. However, not all jurisdictions in Oregon have the option to require new homes to have fire sprinklers.
Representatives from the Oregon Office of State Fire Marshal, the Oregon Fire Safety Coalition, the Oregon Fire Marshals Association and the Oregon Fire Chiefs Association are working with the Oregon Homebuilders Association to allow changes in the 2008 Oregon Residential Specialty Code giving cities and counties the local authority to require fire sprinklers in new home construction.
-more-

For more information on home fire sprinklers, visit http://www.homefiresprinkler.org/index.html. For more information on the Appendix P proposal to the 2008 Residential Specialty Code visit http://www.oregon.gov/OSP/SFM/Oregon_Fire_Safety_COA.shtml. For video of a fire timeline and a comparison of two house fires (one with sprinklers and one without) visit TVF&R's web site at www.tvfr.com/Dept/fm/sprinklers/index.html.
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