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Wildfire Summit brings fire and insurance together
The Office of State Fire Marshal, the Oregon Department of Forestry and members of the insurance industry are sponsoring a Wildfire Summit currently on tour around the state.  The summit brings together structural and wildland firefighters with insurance agents to gain perspective on the before, during and after events surrounding wildfire prevention, response and recovery.  Recent media reports have dubbed the pending threat of wildfires a “perfect storm”.
“With more and more homes built in and next to fire-prone forest areas, the threat is ever growing,” states Krista Fischer, an Oregon insurance industry professional who also lives in the forest.  “We recognize we all have limited resources.  This event allows us to understand each others roles and strengthen current strategies, as well as collecting recommendations on how we can work together in the future.”

Summits are scheduled November 28 in Pendleton at the Wildhorse in Cayuse Hall and on November 30 in Bend at the Riverhouse.  Continuing education credits are available for both insurance agents and foresters.  All community members concerned about wildfire are welcome.  
For more information or to register go to http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/Conflag_and_Wildland.shtml or call Oregon Department of Forestry at 503-945-7224.
Featured speakers include the Chief Deputy State Fire Marshal Randy Simpson, Oregon Department of Forestry former Assistant State Forester Tim Keith and Allstate Property Services Manager Kim Redman along with fire officials from each local area.
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