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Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board Awards Nearly $13 Million for Partnership Investments 
Focused Investment Program to Achieve Landscape-Scale Conservation through Local Partnerships
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(McMinnville) – At its January 26-27, 2016, Board meeting in McMinnville, the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB) awarded grants totaling $12,770,790 to six high-performing partnerships to support landscape-scale habitat improvements for native fish and wildlife.
The six selected partnerships cover geographies that include the Malheur Wildlife Refuge and associated wetlands, habitat for Greater Sage-Grouse in eastern Oregon, forestlands around Ashland, and habitats in the Willamette, Deschutes and Grande Ronde river basins.
“Our new Focused Investment Partnership program will help local partnerships scale their work strategically with multi-year, multi-million dollar investments in natural resource conservation and restoration work,” says Meta Loftsgaarden, OWEB’s executive director. 
Funding for these projects comes from two primary sources – the Oregon Lottery and Federal Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery funds. Partnerships include:
· Harney Basin Wetland Initiative ($1,655,400) – (Partners: High Desert Partnership, Malheur National Wildlife Refuge, Natural Resources Conservation Service, Ducks Unlimited, Intermountain West Joint Venture, Audubon Society of Portland, Harney County Court); seeks to improve aquatic health in the areas around Malheur Lake for wetland habitat for water birds and other native fish and wildlife by controlling common carp, and to conserve or restore 6,500 acres of wet meadow habitat for spring migratory water birds.

· The Oregon Model to Protect Sage-Grouse, All Counties ($2,019,030) – (Partners: Oregon Association of Conservation Districts, Harney, Lake and Malheur Soil and Water Conservation Districts, Natural Resources Conservation Service, US Fish and Wildlife Service); will achieve landscape-level conservation of the sagebrush ecosystem and sage-steppe habitat by providing sustainability for multiple wildlife species while specifically addressing threats to the Greater Sage-Grouse in Eastern Oregon.


-more-



· [bookmark: _GoBack]Ashland Forest All-Lands Restoration ($1,543,800) – (Partners: City of Ashland, Natural Resources Conservation Service, US Forest Service, Lomakatsi Restoration Project, The Nature Conservancy); will accomplish dry-type forest habitat restoration on critical private lands to return fire resilience and the potential for naturally beneficial outcomes from fires on an over 50,000 acre landscape. 

· Willamette Mainstem Anchor Habitats ($2,351,100) – (Partners: Benton and Clackamas Soil and Water Conservation Districts; Long Tom, Luckiamute, Calapooia, and Coast Fork Watershed Councils; City of Eugene; Friends of Buford Park; Greenbelt and McKenzie River Land Trusts; Trust for Public Land;  The Nature Conservancy; Willamette Riverkeeper, and the Oregon Departments of Fish and Wildlife and Parks and Recreation); The program will focus on the mainstem Willamette River from south of Eugene-Springfield to Newburg. Ecological outcomes will include, rehabilitated floodplain and riparian forests; increased side-channel complexity; and a reconnection of the river to its historic floodplain. Restoration actions will support the recovery of Chinook Salmon, steelhead, Pacific Lamprey and Oregon Chub, as well as numerous avian and wildlife species.

· Upper Grande Ronde Initiative ($1,601,460) – (Partners: Grande Ronde Model Watershed, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation, Union Soil and Water Conservation District, US Forest Service); will improve habitat quantity, quality and diversity for all life stages of Spring Chinook Salmon, Steelhead and other native species by protecting and restoring watershed process and function, cold-water refugia, and diverse, complex instream and floodplain habitats.

· Habitat Restoration for Anadromous Fish Reintroduction in the Upper Deschutes ($3,600,000) – (Partners: Upper Deschutes Watershed Council, Crooked River Watershed Council, Deschutes Land Trust and Deschutes River Conservancy); will restore the physical and biological conditions necessary for successful reintroduction of Salmon and Steelhead into 226 miles of historic habitat in Whychus Creek, the Metolius River and the Crooked River to support land conservation, stream habitat restoration, stream flow, fish passage, fish screening, monitoring and outreach.

Since 1999, the Oregon Lottery has provided over $500 million to OWEB’s grant program that helps restore, maintain and enhance Oregon’s watershed along with additional investments from Salmon License Plate revenues. Combined, the Lottery has earned over $9 billion for watershed enhancements, public education, state parks and economic development. For more information about the Oregon Lottery visit www.oregonlottery.org 
For additional information about OWEB’s grant programs, contact Eric Hartstein at eric.hartstein@oweb.state.or.us.
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