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I. Introduction 

This report provides an update on the development and distribution of the 2013-2015 Biennial 

Report on the Oregon Plan for Salmon and Watersheds (Biennial Report).   

 

II. Background 

ORS 541.972 requires OWEB to submit a report that assesses the statewide and regional 

implementation and effectiveness of the Oregon Plan for Salmon and Watersheds to the 

Governor and appropriate committees of the Legislative Assembly.  The report must address 

each drainage basin in the state and include watershed and key habitat conditions, an assessment 

of data and information needs, an overview of state agency programs and voluntary restoration 

activities, a summary of Board investments, and recommendations from the Board for enhancing 

effectiveness of the Oregon Plan.  The 2013-2015 Biennial Report was due on January 15, 2015, 

and was submitted to the Legislature and Governor’s Office. It will also be available 

electronically for interested individuals.    

 

III. Composition of the 2013-2015 Biennial Report 

Staff developed a similar approach to completing the 2013-2015 Biennial Report as was 

followed for the last report completed in early 2013.  The report consists of two major structural 

components:  First, as required by the Legislature, a two-page Executive Summary available 

both electronically and in hard copy (Attachment A); second, the full report is produced 

electronically and is accessible through OWEB and other agencies’ websites.  

 

As with the last report, the online version of the 2013-2015 Biennial Report includes access to 

data and information about all of the 15 Oregon Plan reporting basins through web-based 

resources such as the maps and tools.  (Previous biennial reports are also available through the 

OWEB website at http://www.oregon.gov/oweb.) 

 

One significant area of report development each year includes the work with the other agencies 

providing key information about Oregon Plan accomplishments (Attachment B).  A specific 

enhancement made by staff in this year’s production of the report includes reaching out all 

agencies listed in statute as an Oregon Plan partner.  Information obtained during these 
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discussions provides a much more comprehensive view of other agency contributions to the 

Oregon Plan beyond what past reports have attempted.   

 

Staff has also reorganized and streamlined the report structure so that users have a more seamless 

experience when viewing and using the online version.  Staff also combined static maps and near 

real-time data in the electronic version of the report, information for the last six months of the 

biennium will updated through June 30, 2015. 

 

Finally, the six short regional videos depicting landscapes, challenges and accomplishments and 

landowners—a popular item developed for the first time with the 2011-2013 report—are 

included in the current report as they continue to characterize the broad geographic areas of the 

state. 

 

IV. Ideas for the Future 
While the production of the Biennial Report is both driven by a statutory mandate and a 

significant endeavor, staff proposed to continue work collaboratively with agencies and other 

contributors to further automate and connect our information systems.  In particular, this 

coordination can occur through the use of innovative tools and displays, so that report production 

becomes a living process.  By connecting information systems and utilizing technological 

advancements in data systems, it is possible to begin allowing users to build their own reports 

about accomplishments under the Oregon Plan.  This approach allows for better data integration, 

access to more real-time information, and flexibility for seekers and users of information and 

data to customize their own view of a meaningful report. 

 

Staff anticipate this work on cross-agency coordination of information systems will continue to 

make advancements in both reducing the amount of time needed to generate reports and 

satisfying more users’ information needs, while improving the capabilities of the state agencies 

to report on their accomplishments under the Oregon Plan.  The Board will be updated as these 

approaches are pursued through cross-agency teams focused on initiatives such as Enterprise 

Monitoring, the Clean Water Partnership, Oregon Plan Monitoring, Conservation Effectiveness 

Partnership, and many others. 

 

V.  Staff Recommendation 

This report is an information item only. 
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