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MEMORANDUM
TO: Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board OWEB
FROM: Ken Fetcho, Effectiveness Monitoring Coordinator

Renee Davis, Deputy Director

SUBIJECT: Agenda Item F: Approve Receipt of Funding from Pacific States
Marine Fisheries Commission for the Upper Middle Fork John
Day River Intensively Monitored Watershed
July 26-27, 2016 OWEB Board Meeting

I.  Introduction
This report requests the Board approve receipt of $291,000 from the Pacific States
Marine Fisheries Commission (PSMFC), and delegate authority to the Executive Director
to enter into agreements with partner organizations implementing the Upper Middle
Fork John Day River Intensively Monitored Watershed (IMW) project.

Il. Background
The Upper Middle Fork John Day River IMW is designed to evaluate the implementation
of watershed restoration projects over a large geography and a 10-year study period,
with the intent of describing the collective benefits provided to salmon and steelhead
populations, habitat, and water quality. OWEB’s role in the IMW is to provide overall
direction and guidance to the study through linkage to OWEB's Effectiveness Monitoring
Program, and to assist with securing funding for several monitoring aspects of the
program.

Partners in the IMW have been conducting work in a coordinated fashion to evaluate
and document watershed restoration actions and ecological conditions since 2008. The
partners that receive funding from PSMFC and OWEB to perform monitoring in the IMW
include: the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, North Fork John Day Watershed
Council, Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs Reservation in Oregon, Oregon State
University, University of Oregon, and Washington State University. This IMW is unique
in that it also evaluates socio-economic measures of success as informed by the local
communities in the study area (see Agenda ltem E).

lll. 2016-2017 Funding
This is the tenth year that OWEB has received funding from PSMFC in support of the
biogeophysical monitoring. This funding will enable the partners to continue to perform
priority monitoring activities, in addition to focusing a significant amount of time on
analyzing and compiling their research into a comprehensive synthesis report for OWEB,
PSMFC and NOAA Fisheries, which provides the PSMFC pass-through funding. This
report will address the following questions:



1) Does the collective effect of restoration and/or management actions result in
improved watershed condition and fish response?

2) Why or why not?
3) If aresponse(s) is(are) detected, what is(are) the causes of the response(s)?

In addition, the summary report will provide lessons learned from the restoration
actions that were implemented and an assessment of how well the monitoring study
design was able to measure the effects of restoration actions. Finally, the report will
describe future monitoring needs in the IMW in an adaptive management framework.
This report will also have broad applicability to a wide audience of practitioners,
decision makers and community members.

IV. Recommendation
Staff recommends the Board approve receipt of $291,000 in funding from the Pacific
States Marine Fisheries Commission for the projects associated with the Upper Middle
Fork John Day River Intensively Monitored Watershed, and delegate authority to the
Executive Director to distribute these funds through the appropriate agreements with
an award date of July 26, 2016.
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