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TO OWEB Partners
FR Tom Byler, Executive Director
RE Ballot Measure 76 and OWEB

The recent passage of Ballot Measure 76 opens the door to new possibilities regarding OWEB’s
grant program. There are many questions about Measure 76 that will be considered over the
coming months. OWEB will work closely with the newly-elected Governor and Legislature with
the goals of making the transition to Measure 76 as seamless as possible for our applicants and
grantees, and to lay the foundation for long-term local cooperative conservation funding
strategies. The following questions and answers are intended to help frame the basic issues and
actions that lie ahead.

What are the immediate effects of Ballot Measure 76?

e OWEB expects to continue to operate its grant programs with the funding allocated for
the 2009-2011 biennium through June 30, 2011, under existing rules and processes.

e OWEB is not planning to make any immediate changes to its grant programs or funding
schedule, although this may change based on direction from the Governor or 2011
Legislature, or due to funding availability.

e Generally, OWEB believes that what we’ve been funding under Measure 66 is eligible
for funding under Measure 76.

What are the immediate next steps?
Regarding Ballot Measure 76:

e OWEB will work with the Governor, 2011 Legislature, and stakeholders on legislation to
implement Measure 76 and determine how the funding is distributed for OWEB’s 2011-
2013 budget.

e InJanuary, OWEB will begin an internal process to prepare for the transition to
administering Measure 76 funds in July 2011.

e OWEB will discuss the policy and budget issues relating to Measure 76 at board
meetings in January, March and June. The public will be notified if additional board
meetings are scheduled.



Regarding OWEB grant program offerings:

e OWEB anticipates completing the October 2010 grant cycle as planned in March of
2011, although as we’ve previously stated, there is still uncertainty about whether
OWEB will have non-capital lottery and Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Funding
available to support non-capital awards in March. It is possible that some or all Board
awards for the October cycle may be delayed until at least June 2011.

e We expect to offer a grant cycle in April 2011 with Board awards in September 2011.
The OWEB Board will consider what types of grants to offer for the April cycle at their
January 2011 meeting. Funding for these grants will be contingent upon OWEB
receiving a grant fund budget for the 2011-2013 biennium and will involve the
distribution of Ballot Measure 76 funds.

What happens after the 2011 legislative session ends?

e OWEB will consider changes to rules and programs required by Measure 76 and the
implementing statutory language. Emergency rulemaking may be required.

e |n consultation with stakeholders, OWEB will develop a spending plan for the 2011-2013
biennium.

e  OWEB will work with its stakeholders to consider long-term funding and policy
priorities.



