
Oregon Agricultural Heritage Work Group 
 Overview 

Oregon’s rich agricultural heritage and diverse farm and ranch lands have drawn people to the state 
for more than 150 years. These “working lands” are the cornerstone of the state’s rural communities 
and provide myriad benefits to the natural environment. More than one quarter of Oregon’s 63 
million acres are private working lands that create agricultural production valued at $5.4 billion—the 
state’s second-largest economic driver. 

Why is this important? 

For forty years, Oregon’s unique land use system has helped protect the working landscape. Even 
with a strong economic position and state protections, farms and ranches are increasingly challenged 
by rising production costs, loss of processing facilities, fragmentation through new land uses, complex 
regulations, and planning for generational transfers.  

Governor Brown’s office has convened a group to work with landowners, tribal governments, 
agencies and interested organizations to identify voluntary tools to help landowners maintain 
working farms and ranches while providing incentives and support for conservation benefits 
on those lands. The group includes staff from the Governor’s office, state agencies, and 
representatives of the farming, ranching, conservation and land trust communities.  

What voluntary tools are being considered? 

Enhanced tools will focus on keeping working farms and ranches ‘working’ - for the economy, rural 
communities and the environment.  Tools under consideration include long-term stewardship 
contracts, working land easements, tax incentives, grants, loans, and regulatory assistance.   

 

Work Group Actions in 2016 

 Analyze available information regarding working lands trends in Oregon 

 Talk to landowners to gain first-hand knowledge of challenges they face 

 Review working lands conservation programs and how they may apply to Oregon 

 Assess landowner interest in a range of working lands protection tools and federal funding sources 

 Engage with tribal governments, state, federal and local agencies, local governments, and  
agricultural and conservation stakeholders to get their input  

 Develop recommendations for new statewide voluntary tools that complement Oregon’s land use 
planning program, conserving long-term agricultural productivity and healthy natural resources on 
Oregon’s working lands 

Contact: Meta Loftsgaarden, Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board, 503-986-0180 meta.loftsgaarden@state.or.us  

Goals of Voluntary Tools Topics/Tools Not Being Considered 
by Work Group 

 Maintain agricultural production and provide 
incentives for conservation on farms & ranches 

 Flexible; tailored to individual landowners 

 Balance landowner and conservation needs 

 Leverage federal $$ mostly untapped in Oregon 

 Land acquisition and conversion 

 Mandatory actions or new 
regulations 

 One-size-fits-all approaches 


